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Editor’s Note

This issue of the New Mexico Historical Review launches a new feature, “Historias
Pequeñas.” From time to time, I receive manuscripts that are too brief to qualify as a conventional research article. The research is often deep and original,
and the narrative illuminates a little-known event or person in the region’s past
or the analysis explores and resolves a significant historical problem. The brevity of these essays compels me to return them with editorial recommendations
for lengthening the text or deepening the research. Very few are resubmitted to
my office. So I have decided to review and publish the best of the Southwest Bits
in the Review. The first of these short histories is Deborah Slaney’s biographical
essay on actress Vivian Vance, whom most of us know as Lucille Ball’s sidekick
on the television program, I Love Lucy. Through her family, Vance established
and maintained a decades-long relationship with Albuquerque and its theatre
community. Slaney, the history curator at the Albuquerque Museum, has submitted this short biography to accompany her exhibit on Vance’s acting career
and her Albuquerque connection. My staff and I have enjoyed working with the
author on this piece of Albuquerque history, and we look forward to editing and
publishing short historical works in the future.
The New Mexico Historical Review office recently received a new fleet of
computers and monitors for its editorial staff. The staff proofread the old-fashioned way—eyeball to eyeball with pencil in hand—but they copyedit and correct manuscripts electronically and submit digital manuscript files of each issue
to the typesetter. Functional hardware is critical to punctual editing and production. Worked hard nearly every day, some old Review systems were hobbling toward the finish line, and gasping for air. I want to thank the University of
New Mexico Office of the Vice President for Research (OVPR), particularly its
Author / Title

5

director, Dr. Michael J. Dougher, for funding the purchase of the new computers
for the office. The Review staff and I deeply appreciate the OVPR’s recognition
of the valuable editorial work performed by this office and of the significance of
the Review to the University of New Mexico (UNM) and to historical scholarship on New Mexico and the Greater Southwest. I also want to thank Managing
Editor Donna Peterson and Editorial Assistant Maggie DePond for researching
funding sources and submitting the grant proposal to the OVPR. Office Administrator Cindy Tyson, master navigator of the UNM bureaucracy, processed the
paperwork to purchase and install the new systems.
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The New Mexico Historical Review Interview Series
J ennifer N ez D enetdale

•

Southwest Talks

Q: Who have been your biggest educational influences or mentors?
A: The people who influenced me to become a historian and an educator are
many. First, as I heard from a scholar of color at a Ford Foundation fellows conference, as people of color, we are rarely told by dominant society that we are
intelligent or have possibilities as scholars and educators. Rather, it is always our
communities and families who let us know that we are fully capable of pursuing
our dreams. And so that has been the case for me. My mother and father have
always been the inspiration for me to pursue my love of education and intellectual labor. From as far back as I can remember, we always had books in our
home and we children never missed a day of school. Second, teachers are influential and the two I remember most are Mr. and Mrs. Snowden who came from
the East to teach on the Navajo reservation in the 1960s and 70s. They inspired
me to read and learn about everything. Their love of teaching remains a source
of inspiration and carried me through my undergrad and graduate programs.
Third, professors are always crucial to a student’s success and my mentors like
Drs. Susan Deeds, Karen Powers, John Leung, and George Lubbick at Northern Arizona University provided me with sound mentoring that also led to
my success in returning to my Navajo community to conduct historical-based
research. Finally, today as a historian and a professor of American Studies, my
Dr. Jennifer Nez Denetdale is an acclaimed author and Associate Professor of American Studies at the University of New Mexico where she teaches courses in Critical Indigenous Studies. She is also a strong advocate for Native peoples and serves on the Navajo Nation Human
Rights Commission.
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colleagues, students, and my own Navajo people continue to inspire me to create research projects that are about critical Indigenous and Navajo Studies.
Q: You studied English as an undergraduate at the University of New Mexico
(UNM), then went on to earn your masters in English and doctorate in history at Northern Arizona University, and now you are an Associate Professor at
UNM in the American Studies department where you teach courses in Native
American Studies. What methodologies, tools, and analyses in American and
Native American studies have you found beneficial to your historical research?
A: I think I surprise myself by continuing to rely on my background and experience as a historian. I continue to research and write using my training in history.
At present, I have been working on a book manuscript in which I examine the
making of the modern Navajo Nation and how concepts of citizenship, nation,
and family have been influenced by Western notions of democracy. I also use
historical method in my classrooms and the community work that I do and
oftentimes students and Navajos appreciate learning how to work with archival materials. Indeed, Navajos and other Native people are appreciative when I
share archival resources for appreciating and interrogating the Native past.
Q: Many NMHR readers may be familiar with your great-great-great-grandfather, the Navajo chief Manuelito, but less familiar with his wife Juanita. In
your book Reclaiming Diné History: the Legacies of Navajo Chief Manuelito and
Juanita (University of Arizona Press, 2007) you interrogate the Navajo histories that focus on Chief Manuelito and leave out the life of Juanita. In trying to
recover Juanita, what did you learn about the ways in which Navajo women create history?
A: The book Reclaiming Diné History was really my foray into appreciating a
Diné perspective on the past. I was interested in interrogating how American historians constructed histories of Navajos that are shaped by American
notions of narratives and history. That initial investigation then led me to consider how women have become invisible within modern tribal nation-building,
which is one of the consequences of the imposition of Western forms of democracy onto tribal nations and peoples. I have continued my research into better understanding Native and Navajo women’s leadership roles and how these
have shifted under American colonialism. I also find Indigenous queer critiques
very useful for illuminating how federal Indian policies and their connection
to tribal nation-building focused on replicating U.S. heterosexual patriarchy as
normative.
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Q: As the first Diné to earn a doctorate in history you must be a source of inspiration to young Navajo scholars. What advice do you have for young Native scholars trying to write indigenous histories in general and the lives of Native women
specifically? What types of histories would you like to see more of?
A: As the first ever Diné to earn a doctorate in history, I share my love of history and education with my own nation, communities, and with other tribal
nations. At the present time, there is one other Diné woman who earned a doctorate in history, AnCita Benally, from Arizona State University (ASU) in 2006.
Three Diné have earned Master’s in history—one from Northern Arizona University, Marius Begay; Terry Yazzie from Prescott College; and Zonnie Gorman
from UNM. I often present lectures and workshops that offer my communities
an introduction to Native and Navajo histories. I also make sure that I include
Indigenous feminisms and gender in my workshops and lectures. I recently
attended the Organization of American Historians conference at the invitation
of my colleague Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz. She wanted our panel to reflect on how
Native people’s experiences under American colonialism is still not considered
genocidal or a form of ethnic cleansing. Frankly, I’m surprised that we still have
to have these sorts of debates. That there would even be questions on whether
or not the United States enacted genocidal policies and ethnic cleansing against
its Indigenous peoples tells me that the Native histories continue to be written
from an American exceptionalism positioning. I look forward to the time when
we Indigenous historians claim the field of Indigenous histories.
Q: What have you read recently that you would recommend to scholars of
Southwest and/or Native history?
A: I read on so many topics, but lately I’ve been interested in the development of
capitalism within tribal nations such as the Navajo. I have been keenly aware of
how Indigenous resources like water, coal, and uranium, for example, have been
appropriated for the benefit of the larger American society. Historian Andrew
Needham’s history of the making of the modern American Southwest, Powerlines: Phoenix and the Making of the Modern Southwest (Princeton University
Press, 2014), illustrates very well how Navajo natural resources were expropriated for the benefit of urban areas like Phoenix and Las Vegas and that while
these urban spaces relied upon Navajo resources, Navajos have not benefitted
from natural resources development. Another book I am reading is Judith Nies’s
Unreal City: Las Vegas, Black Mesa, and the Fate of the West (Nation Books,
2014), which is also about the theft of Navajo and Hopi natural resources, principally coal, to provide cheap energy to urban landscapes. Both of these studies
Denetdale / Southwest Talks
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are useful for understanding how American colonialism continues to underpin
the United States relationships to Indigenous nations like the Navajo nation.
Q: What are you working on now?
A: I am currently working on several projects, including a book manuscript tentatively titled, The Navajo Nation, Gender and the Politics of Gender, in which I
examine the political, cultural, and social processes through which the modern
Navajo Nation was created. These modernizing forces have shaped the Navajo
Nation into a model of democracy that mirrors American forms of democracy,
thereby replicating gender inequalities, racialization that sustains racism, and
discrimination against Navajos and Natives. My book includes an examination of internalized colonizations as I explore issues of gender discrimination
within the Navajo Nation and how this discrimination can be sanctioned as
being “part of tradition.” I am also working on a biography of the Navajo Service photographer Milton Snow who took over twelve thousand photographs
of Navajos during and in the aftermath of the Livestock Reduction, beginning in the 1930s. Another project I am working on is an essay on the Navajo
Scouts. I recently came into some primary documents related to the Scouts. My
great-great-grandfather was a Navajo Scout. He was the son-in-law to Manuelito, the Navajo leader.
Q: As a life-long resident of the Southwest, what would you like people to
understand about the history and cultures of New Mexico?
A: Histories and cultures of New Mexico . . . I am really more interested in
how American colonialism continues to structure relationships based upon
the exploitation of people of color and Indigenous peoples, how gender is constructed to align with hetero-patriarchal values in ways that sustains disparities
and inequalities for women and our Lesbian, Gay, Bi-Sexual, Transgender, and
Queer communities. I am interested in having people be conscious of how racism, discrimination, and inequalities still affect us every day and in institutions
like education, religion, business, etc. Also, how do we create alliances across our
differences? Those, I think, are the crucial issues and questions of the day.
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Courageous Motorists

•

African American Pioneers on Route 66
F rank N orris

B

eginning in the mid-1920s, before the advent of the interstate highway system in the 1960s and 1970s, U.S. Highway 66 was just one of
many ribbons of asphalt that brought Americans west to the Pacific
Coast. For many this highway was magical because it connected the conventional, established Midwest, with sunny, prosperous southern California. As
Nat “King” Cole crooned in the runaway Bobby Troup hit from 1946, Route
66 “winds from Chicago to L.A., more than 2,000 miles all the way,” and along
the way it passed through portions of Illinois, Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma,
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California. Many people connect Route
66—known more recently as “the Mother Road”—to America’s love affair
with the automobile, 1950s-era nostalgia, and the freedom of the open road.
As author and storyteller Michael Wallis has characterized it, “Route 66 . . .
will always mean going somewhere.”1
However, not everyone enjoyed the same degree of freedom while traveling long distances along Route 66 or other highways. Cole and other American
blacks, for example, yearned to take the wheel and experience adventure out
on the open road, but the prevalent racial attitudes of mid-twentieth-century
America forced them to adapt, to be inventive, and at times to simply endure.2
Despite sizable challenges, a courageous and growing stream of blacks took
to the road between the mid-1920s and the passage of the Civil Rights Act of
Frank Norris is a historian with the National Trails Intermountain Region office of the
National Park Service in Santa Fe. The office helps administer the Route 66 Corridor Preservation Program as well as nine national historic trails.
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1964.3 The more intrepid motorists—the exact number of whom will never be
known—broke with convention and headed west to California.
Although the history of black motorists has recently received considerable
attention, most researchers have focused on travel east of the Mississippi River
across states where most blacks lived.4 Writers have also looked closely at various guidebooks targeted for African Americans, especially Victor Green’s travel
guide.5 This article will use the Route 66 experience as a case study to examine
how an African American family or a black businessman might have experienced a long-distance driving trip across the Great Plains, the mountain states,
and on to the Pacific Coast. It will address a number of unresolved questions:
What was the racial geography of the areas along Route 66 west of the Mississippi River? What was the social status of African Americans in the various
Route 66 communities, and how did that translate into the treatment of black
travelers? Did guidebooks provide an effective way to make the trip west more
comfortable for African American motorists? For black travelers without guidebooks, what strategies did they employ to eat and get rest along the way? How
many facilities welcomed black travelers along Route 66? During the half century that has elapsed since the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, what has
become of these “safe havens” along the road?
More than a decade before the creation of Route 66 in 1926, sizable numbers
of African Americans—perhaps more than a million—had been migrating out
of the rural south as part of the Great Migration. Many settled in New York,
Chicago, Detroit, and other large northern cities, but considerable numbers also
headed west to California.6 They abandoned the South en masse not only to
find economic opportunity in the manufacturing and service sectors but also to
escape painful forms of discrimination. In the South, a bewildering array of Jim
Crow laws and customs consigned African Americans to a second-class status
in education, jobs, political expression, and access to public accommodations.
For newly arrived blacks, life outside the South was by no means easy. Through
sheer numbers, however, blacks in the north attained a new identity and, in
many areas, led a cultural renaissance.7
While the separation of the races was most oppressive—and visually obvious—
south of the Mason-Dixon Line, northern states and cities were discriminatory as
well, though in more subtle forms. One manifestation of this discrimination in
northern states, primarily outside larger cities, was the “sundown town.” Sociologist James Loewen defines a “sundown town,” statistically, as a city, town, or village that has nine or fewer black residents. As he notes, the racial geography of
many states, particularly those in the Midwest, was highly uneven: some cities
and counties had long been home to a fairly sizable number of black residents,
while adjacent cities and counties counted few if any blacks in their population
294
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totals.8 Although some scholars have suggested that this unevenness was the
result of varying economic opportunities or simply historical happenstance, Loewen cites many confirmed examples of new black residents “being asked to leave
town before sundown” to argue that white prejudice played a strong role in the
relative absence of African Americans in many cities and counties. These residential patterns were most pronounced during the early to mid-twentieth century, but Loewen suggests that, in many areas, they persisted for decades after the
enactment, during the 1960s, of major federal civil rights legislation.9
Because much of Loewen’s research focuses on the demography of Illinois and
adjacent midwestern states, a key question arises: to what extent did these patterns persist in the Great Plains, the Rocky Mountains, and the various Pacific
Coast states? To be more specific: when black travelers headed southwest from
Illinois along U.S. Highway 66, were “sundown towns” the rule or the exception?
Census statistics for the years 1930 and 1950 shed considerable light on “sundown towns” and their prevalence along the various segments of Route 66. Using
Loewen’s criteria, these figures reveal that all seven of the states with significant
Route 66 mileage had a considerable number of sundown towns (see table 1).
In both years, at least one-fifth of enumerated communities in all seven states
were sundown towns. In 1930 sundown towns comprised 44 of the 89 identified Route 66 communities (49.4 percent of all communities), while twenty
years later, sundown towns numbered 25 of 73 identified Route 66 communities (34.2 percent of all communities). These statistics strongly suggest that sundown towns were prevalent along the entire length of Route 66, not just in the
Midwest. However, there does appear to be a diminution of the sundown-town
phenomenon between 1930 and 1950.10
What the statistics cannot show is why so many cities and towns along the
Route 66 corridor had few if any black residents. Regardless of the historical
causes, the census figures demonstrate that cities and large towns, not surprisingly, were highly likely to have a significant number of black residents, while
small towns and villages were most likely to be “sundown towns.” It was therefore
safest for blacks, in their Route 66 trip planning, to aim toward the larger, more
cosmopolitan population centers where they were most likely to encounter a sizable black neighborhood with its own hotels, rooming houses, and restaurants.
Beyond the pitfalls of staying in small towns and villages, African Americans heading west along Route 66 needed to be aware of the levels of discrimination that prevailed in the various states along the way. Discrimination was
widespread but varied considerably from state to state and within those states as
well. In Illinois, for example, discrimination against blacks was legally forbidden
thanks to the efforts of John Thomas, a black legislator from Chicago. In June
1885, Thomas convinced the state legislature to pass a law stating that all Illinois
Norris / Courageous Motorists
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Table 1. Sundown towns along Route 66, 1930 and 1950
1930
Total Towns

1930
Sundown Towns

1950
Total Towns

1950
Sundown Towns

Illinois

20

9

17

6

State
Missouri

13

3

14

6

Kansas

1

0

1

0

Oklahoma

18

8

15

4

Texas*

5

2

5

2

New Mexico

8

6

5

2

Arizona

10

8

5

2

California

14

8

11

3

Total

89

44

73

25

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1930, vol. 3 (Washington D.C.:
GPO, 1932), state tables 13, 15, 16, 21, and 22; U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Census of Population by State,
1950, vol. 2 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1953) state tables 6, 14, 34, 38, 40, and 42.
*Census statistics for Texas refers to counties rather than cities.

residents had equal access to hotels, restaurants, transportation, and other public accommodations. Enforcement of the law proved unworkable, however as a
result it was widely ignored.11
Blacks who traveled through Illinois in the mid-twentieth century, however, were treated differently depending on race relations in specific communities. In Chicago, thanks to sit-ins and other nonviolent action starting in the
mid-1940s, blacks slowly gained access to most public accommodations.12 By
the 1950s, no similar social progress had occurred in either Springfield or East
St. Louis, but the sheer number of black residents in these communities made
it easy for travelers to find areas where they were welcome. Across the state,
however, de facto discrimination pervaded almost every aspect of black-white
relationships, and this condition remained largely unchanged until the early
1960s. In Bloomington and Normal, for example, blacks sat in the “crow’s nest”
in movie theaters. Few restaurants seated African Americans, who also received
only limited access to public accommodations.13
According to the 1930 and 1950 censuses, about half of Illinois’ downstate counties along Route 66 had one or more “sundown towns.”14 In 1962 Chicago-based
civil rights demonstrators reacted to the discriminatory environment by vowing
to stage a series of restaurant sit-ins along Route 66.15 Yet, no change took place. A
year later, a restaurant owner in Towanda (a few miles northeast of Bloomington)
refused service to five black customers because, as one news account noted, “He
would serve only those customers he personally chose to accommodate.”16
296
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In Missouri, which had once been a slave state, the story was much the same
as in Illinois. In 1943 the state legislature squelched a bill that would have given
blacks equal access to public places such as restaurants and theatres.17 Soon
afterward racial environments began to change in St. Louis, the state’s largest
city. Lunch counters in department stores and municipal buildings were integrated in the mid-1940s and the 1950s, as were several hotels in the early to
mid-1950s.18 By 1960 St. Louis had desegregated all of its restaurants and cafes.
Elsewhere in the state along Route 66, accommodations remained as firmly segregated as they had been for generations.19
Throughout Oklahoma, southern-style segregation was the law of the land
until August 1958, when an Oklahoma City teacher, Clara Luper, led a sit-in at
a local drug store. Her protest, which occurred eighteen months before the better publicized sit-in at a Greensboro, North Carolina, drug store, led to similar
actions over the next six years and the integration of scores of city restaurants,
cafes, theaters, and hotels.20 In Tulsa, many of the same nonviolent demonstrations were orchestrated by a coalition of local ministers, who trained the
youth to integrate restaurants, public pools, public parks, and shops.21 Oklahoma’s many small towns, however, remained firmly segregated until the passage
of federal legislation. In Texas—which had been part of the Confederacy, and
where separate restrooms and drinking fountains had long been the norm—the
integration of public facilities, including those in Amarillo and elsewhere in the
state’s panhandle, waited until the passage of the Civil Rights Act.22
Between Chicago and the Texas Panhandle, the racial composition of the passing landscape held a white-black dichotomy. In each of the five intervening states,
whites comprised a strong majority of the population, and blacks were the principal minority racial group.23 West of the Texas–New Mexico line, however, this
racial pattern dissolved and gave way to a more complex, multicultural racial composite. In both New Mexico and Arizona, blacks ranked a distant fourth behind
whites, Hispanics, and American Indians, and they comprised less than 4 percent
of the population, a far smaller proportion than in the more eastern states.24
Within New Mexico, the reception of blacks by the majority population varied by location. Conditions in southern and eastern New Mexico were similar
to those in Texas, while Santa Fe was reputedly more tolerant.25 Albuquerque
was somewhere in between. In 1948 a protest at the local Walgreen’s drug store
forced the management to open its soda fountain to blacks, but other public
facilities refused to accept black patrons.26 In February 1952, the Albuquerque
City Commission passed an ordinance that prohibited discrimination in places
of public accommodation.27 Three years later, the New Mexico legislature passed
a statewide civil rights statute, the first such legal protection in the intermountain west.28 The passage of both the Albuquerque ordinance and the state law
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reflected the New Mexico public’s growing acceptance of blacks.29 However, as
in Illinois, the lack of a strong enforcement mechanism for either of these measures caused occasional backsliding, such as an incident in October 1960 when
an Albuquerque restaurant refused service to a University of New Mexico student from Ceylon (present day Sri Lanka).30
In Arizona, as in New Mexico, blacks ranked fourth demographically and
encountered similar discrimination in public accommodations.31 In Phoenix,
for example, theatres segregated black and American Indian patrons from white
customers until 1954. Other public accommodations remained separated until
1960, when a series of sit-ins in Tucson triggered a decision by Phoenix restaurant owners to voluntarily adopt an “open-door” policy. Compliance was widespread, and no major incidents took place until 1963, when a Mexican American
café operator refused to serve African Americans. In response, the Phoenix City
Council passed a public accommodations ordinance.32 Along the Route 66 corridor in northern Arizona, blacks numbered less than 2 percent of all residents.
Many blacks who lived there worked either in the Flagstaff-area lumber industry or for the railroad in Winslow. Discrimination was in full force, however, all
along the way. In both Flagstaff and Winslow, for example, blacks and Hispanics had to sit upstairs at movie theaters, and the Flagstaff sheriff prevented nonwhites from patronizing restaurants north of Highway 66, even though there
were no specific ordinances enforcing segregation.33 One Hispanic woman who
lived in Flagstaff before World War II declared, “Talk about discrimination! You
couldn’t go anywhere if you weren’t Anglo.”34 Elsewhere along Route 66 in Arizona, the black population was so small that race was scarcely an issue. As late
as 1950, Williams had only two black residents while Kingman had just one.35
At the far western end of Route 66, the Los Angeles area had been home
to thousands of African Americans since the 1890s.36 In 1897 white assemblyman Henry Clay Dibble led the state legislature to pass a bill guaranteeing equal
access to public accommodations. The advocacy of Frederick Madison Roberts,
the state’s first black assemblyman, helped strengthen the law in 1919 and 1923.37
As in Illinois, however, its enforcement was negligible. In the late 1930s, African
American musician Duke Ellington was refused service at a hotel outside the
city’s black business district, and during World War II, blacks were barred from
many hotels, restaurants, theaters, and parks. After the war, blacks continued to
face unfair treatment in housing and employment, and some beaches and public pools remained segregated. Finally, in 1959, civil rights groups convinced the
California State Legislature to pass the Unruh Act, which increased the penalty
for business owners who refused to serve nonwhite patrons.38
Most African American travelers who drove west on Route 66, unsurprisingly,
knew little or nothing about the multiplicity of civil rights laws and customs in
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the various states and cities along the way. As historian Gretchen Sullivan Sorin
has noted, “The nation was divided by a confusing maze of laws . . . that differed
by state.”39 This meant that even the best-informed black traveler was bound to
be perplexed and confused. The African American scholar Robert Russa Moton
described the challenges of travel before World War II: “How a colored man . . .
can be expected to know all the intricacies of segregation as he travels in different parts of the country is beyond explanation. The truth of the matter is, he
is expected to find out as best he can.”40 Black motorists were constantly torn
between the need for safety and acceptance, on the one hand, and a contrasting
spirit of adventure and hope for breaking away from age-old patterns of segregation and inequality, on the other hand. Given the humiliation of train travel
in Jim Crow cars and bus travel, where blacks were forced to take a back seat,
driving gave blacks a considerable degree of flexibility, freedom, and anonymity—a “protective bubble,” as one historian calls it.41 If the highway itself was
egalitarian and open to all, the roadside was not, so black travelers “did all they
could to insulate themselves, and particularly their children, from unpleasant
confrontations with whites.”42
One major resource for black travelers trying to find “safe havens” was the
guidebook. During the late 1920s, when Route 66 was a newly designated highway, black motorists had few ways of knowing which hotels and restaurants
would accept them. They sought advice from friends and relatives, the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), or the Negro
Welfare League.43 In 1930 the first travel guide catering specifically to a black
audience was published: Hackley and Harrison’s Hotel and Apartment Guide for
Colored Travelers.44 Soon after its publication, economic conditions began to
slowly improve, automobile driving for pleasure began to rebound, and there
was a boom in the publication of travel books.45 In 1936 a new guide for black
travelers emerged called the Negro Motorist Green Book. Published by New
York–based travel agent Victor Green and his wife Alma (Duke) Green, the
Green Book quickly gained in popularity, and revised editions appeared annually. Like the Hackley and Harrison guide, it offered hotel and restaurant listings
for cities throughout the United States, though the majority of its listings were
for New York, Chicago, and other northern cities that had large black populations. The Green Book, priced at a dollar or less, was distributed at Standard
Oil and Esso stations throughout the country. It provided valuable options for
travelers who hoped to avoid “embarrassment” and “inconveniences,” as Green
tactfully phrased it.46 It soon faced competition from up to a dozen competitors, including Grayson’s Travel and Business Guide (1937); Smith’s Tourist Guide
(1940); the Travelguide (1947); and the Go Guide (1958). None of these competitors, however, had the staying power or enjoyed the broad circulation of
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the Negro Motorist Green Book. Indeed, in 1962, some two million copies of the
Green Book were distributed to the traveling public.47
The existence of the various travel guides for African Americans, however,
raises a larger question: did the typical African American tourist heading down a
long-distance highway such as Route 66 depend on a guidebook, or did they test
the waters without one? Given the country’s racial climate, some kind of guidebook seemed to be a practical necessity because the country’s public accommodations, with only slight variations between southern and northern states, were
overtly hostile to blacks.48 A writer for the black-owned Pittsburgh (Penn.) Courier, George Schuyler, recalled, “Prior to 1945, the number of hotels, restaurants,
motels and such establishments that welcomed Negro patronage outside the south
was infinitesimal.” By 1949, “Negro travelers were welcome in not more than 6
percent of the nation’s better hotels and motels,” and there were “probably fewer
than twenty cities in the country where Negroes are not completely barred from
white-owned restaurants.”49 Irv Logan Jr., a black resident of Springfield, Missouri, offered a decidedly downbeat assessment in his recollection of what Route
66 travel had been for blacks: “Between Chicago and Los Angeles you couldn’t
rent a room if you were tired after a long drive. You couldn’t sit down in a restaurant or diner or buy a meal no matter how much money you had. You couldn’t
find a place to answer the call of nature even with a pocketful of money . . . if you
were a person of color traveling on Route 66 in the 1940s and 1950s.”50 The viewpoint of James Williams, who rode with a group of friends in 1942 from Louisiana
to Flagstaff, was just as glum: “You’d have to drive all night and have to look for the
colored part of town, maybe you could find a room.”51 Given the pervasive hostility and uncertainty, it was no wonder that the black-owned travel guides were
used so widely. The matter-of-fact slogan on the cover of the Victor Green guide
testified to its value: “Carry Your Green Book With You; You May Need It.”52
Some blacks, however, did not use the Green Book or any other guide, but
instead applied a broad range of well-honed strategies to survive. Many families,
for example, simply drove straight through to their destination, driving all night
long if necessary; they packed picnic baskets of food and stopped only to fuel
their gas tank or when nature called. Some families stayed with friends along
the way. One former Pennsylvania resident, who took two trips out to California as a child, recalls that her father avoided any possible difficulties during the
cross-country trip by staying overnight in national park campgrounds.53 Others
learned from friends to avoid towns that had a reputation for discrimination or
violence, kept an eye out for the black part of town, or read the faces of people
on the street in search of clues. Some black travelers went to the downtown train
station and asked a train porter for information about the town, while others
drove down the main street, looking for a black resident.54 Or they might ask a
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Grahams Rib Station along Route 66. Photograph courtesy of Special Collections and
Archives, Missouri State University, Springfield, Missouri.

white passer-by, “Where can we get something to eat?” or “Where can we find
a room for the night?”55 One black journalist recalled, “I found myself picking
out places to stop or, rather, letting them pick me out . . . the eye drifts over this
motel or that, seeking some instinctive assurance that you will not have to put
your life on the line by asking for a single for the night.”56
As African American tourists headed west along Route 66, their options
for lodging ran the gamut from splendid to tawdry. Before the early 1950s,
the most likely type of accommodation was the rooming house, known in the
Green Book nomenclature as a “tourist home.” These overnight facilities were
typically owned and operated by women, often widows; most offered meals as
well as beds. These were supplemented, particularly in the larger cities, by hotels
located along a major business street. Journalist Isabel Wilkerson notes in The
Warmth of Other Suns:
A haphazard network of twentieth-century safe houses . . . sprang up all
over the country . . . during the days of segregation. Some were seedy
motels in the red-light district of whatever city they were in. There were
a handful of swanky ones . . . but many of them were unkempt rooming
houses or merely an extra bedroom in some colored family’s row house
in the colored district of a given town. . . . Thus, there developed a kind
Norris / Courageous Motorists

301

of Underground Railroad for colored travelers, spread by word of mouth
among friends and in fold-up maps and green paperback guidebooks
that listed colored lodges by state or city.57
By the mid-1950s, suburban motels catering to blacks also began to proliferate along the Route 66 corridor, particularly between Tulsa and Los Angeles.
These facilities, while roomier than their central-city equivalents, were typically
smaller, less glamorous, and less advertised than adjacent motels that catered to
white travelers.
Blacks found that the West could be an unpredictable place. In 1959 an African American member of the University of Utah men’s basketball team visited
a Salt Lake City restaurant that proclaimed “No Coloreds,” but “when the staff
learned he was the new starting center at the U, they decided to make an exception.”58 Historian Gretchin Sullivan Sorin located two references to restaurants
in Wyoming that refused to serve blacks. As Wilkerson elegantly stated, blacks
knew all too well that white hotel owners had a long list of ready-made excuses
for refusing the black trade: “We just rented our last room,” “We forgot to turn
off the vacancy sign,” and in at least one documented case, “The rest of the motel
owners will ostracize us.”59 But there are other documented cases—from Colorado, Utah, California, and elsewhere in the West—where blacks were welcomed at motels, restaurants, and similar facilities. In North Dakota, the state
tourism department stated that black visitors would be treated “as well as anyone else.”60 The historical record, at this point, sheds insufficient light on this
subject. More research is needed, perhaps from oral histories, to help address
the question of how well blacks were accepted while motoring through the various western states.
Given the available information in the various travel guides for African
Americans, it appears that the black family or businessman heading west from
Chicago along Route 66 would have had a relatively easy time finding accommodations in any town that had a sizable black population. In Illinois, Chicago
as well as Springfield and East St. Louis had an array of establishments that welcomed black travelers. St. Louis, Mo., was similarly welcoming (see table 2).
The next towns, farther west, along Route 66 that had listings for black travelers
were Lebanon, Springfield, Carthage, and Joplin, all in the southwestern part of
the state.61 In Oklahoma blacks driving west on Route 66 could count on staying
in Tulsa and Oklahoma City, both of which had sizable black business districts.
Once headed west from Oklahoma City, however, black motorists were on their
own until they reached Amarillo, Texas, which had several rooming houses
and restaurants that opened their doors to blacks.62 In all these states, from the
shores of Lake Michigan in Illinois west to the panhandle of Texas, it appears
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that blacks—because of either laws or customs—would have been refused service essentially everywhere outside of the established black neighborhoods.
The residential demographics changed abruptly once African American travelers moved west of Texas. But were black travelers treated differently? In New
Mexico, hostelries advertising to African Americans were listed in Tucumcari,
Santa Rosa, and Albuquerque. West from there, black motorists who had previously traveled along the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway trusted that
they could rely on meals and a warm bed at the various Fred Harvey Houses in
New Mexico, Arizona, and California. The Harvey Houses in these states, they
knew, did not discriminate against blacks or other minorities by denying service, and they also refused to maintain “separate but equal” dining facilities.63
Other than the Harvey Houses, however, early black travelers had few if any
lodging options between Albuquerque and Los Angeles. Before 1949 none of the
black travel guides listed hostelries anywhere along the eight hundred miles of
road between Albuquerque and Los Angeles. But by the mid-1950s guidebooks
advertised hotels and restaurants catering to African Americans in Gallup, New
Mexico; Holbrook, Flagstaff, and Kingman, Arizona; Needles and Barstow, California (see table 2).
Outside guidebook destinations, the Southwest could be unwelcoming. A
black resident who lived in Tucumcari during the 1950s noted that a typical
black family driving through town “might not have been able to stay” in one
of the white-owned motels on the main boulevard.64 In 1955 an NAACP official
published the results of a survey in a local Albuquerque newspaper showing
that less than 6 percent of the Central Avenue motels and tourist courts welcomed African American travelers and that the city’s larger motels were “consistent in their refusal to accommodate Negroes.”65 According to one longtime
black Albuquerque resident, most blacks attempting to stay at a typical Central
Avenue motel would have been refused service, while another longtime resident
said travelers “could never tell what the reaction might be.”66 Racial tolerance
might have improved in Gallup, New Mexico, a town near the Arizona border
that included Native Americans, blacks, and Asians as well as whites, but specific evidence is lacking. In Arizona the previously noted historical patterns of
discrimination in both Winslow and Flagstaff suggest that black travelers would
have found a chilly reception in those towns. And in Kingman, where almost no
blacks lived during the 1950s and 1960s, a sign on the town’s outskirts reportedly
warned blacks to leave before sundown.67
In July 1964, Pres. Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Civil Rights Act into law.
One of its most significant provisions was Title II, which outlawed discrimination
based on race, color, religion, or national origin in hotels, motels, restaurants, theaters, and all other public accommodations engaged in interstate commerce.68 The
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Table 2. Route 66 businesses catering to black travelers, 1930–1963
State/City

Black population
1930
1950

Hotels/
motels

Tourist
homes

Eating
places

Illinois
Joliet
Bloomington

1,309

1,950

—

1

—

804

788

—

1

—

Springfield

3,324

4,285

3

18

2

East St. Louis

11,536

27,555

3

5

12

93,580

153,766

20

4

26

St. Clair

1

None

1

—

—

Lebanon

165

131

—

4

—

Missouri
St. Louis

1,779

1,854

1

9

2

Carthage

Springfield

298

232

—

3

—

Joplin

755

793

1

5

—

15,208

17,126

13

8

15

1,039

1,379

1

—

—

14,662

21,006

12

9

8

1,600

3,592

5

—

9

Tucumcari

8

70

3

3

—

Santa Rosa

1

3

1

—

—

Oklahoma
Tulsa
Sapulpa
Oklahoma City
Texas
Amarillo
New Mexico

Santa Fe
Albuquerque
Gallup
Arizona

85

133

1

—

—

441

1,223

5

4

4

118

196

3

3

Holbrook

2

52

2

—

—

Winslow

65

216

1

2

—

Flagstaff

100

667

5

1

1

Williams

9

2

1

—

—

Ash Fork

1

No data

1

—

—

Seligman

None

No data

1

—

—

Peach Springs

None

No data

1

—

—

Kingman

None

1

4

—

1

Needles

127

143

2

—

—

Barstow

10

170

1

—

1

California

(contnues to next page)
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Table 2 Route 66 businesses catering to black travelers, 1930–1963 (continued)
State/City
San Bernardino
Duarte
Pasadena
Los Angeles

Black population
1930
1950

Hotels/
motels

Tourist
homes

Eating
places

—

3

2

518

1,931

No data

No data

1

—

—

3,015

7,868

—

1

1

38,894

171,209

49

11

39

Hollywood (part of L.A.)			

12

1

1

Watts (part of L.A.)			

4

1

2

Santa Monica

2

—

1

Total			 160

95

126

740

3,230

Source: Victor H. Green, Green Book, 1938–1963/64 (Negro Motorist Green Book, 1938–1952; Negro
Travelers’ Green Book, 1953–1959; and Travelers’ Green Book, 1960–1963/64); Edwin Henry Hackley,
Hackley and Harrison’s Hotel and Apartment Guide for Colored Travelers, 1930 edition; Grayson’s
Travel and Business Guide, 1949 edition; and the Travelguide, 1949 and 1952 editions.
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act targeted discrimination in the South, and many southern motels and restaurants refused to obey Title II until the Supreme Court upheld its constitutionality.69 Outside the South, motels and restaurants that had previously served an
exclusively white clientele responded to the legislation—perhaps reluctantly—by
opening their doors to blacks and other races. Black motorists, in turn, quickly
began patronizing mainstream hostelries, and as a consequence, many of the
businesses that had long depended on black travelers began to shut down.
Long after motels, restaurants, and other public accommodations were integrated because of federal intervention, historians, preservationists, and black
leaders began recognizing that select businesses had fulfilled a key role by providing safety, comfort, and dignity to early black travelers. As a result, attempts
are being made to identify, inventory, and evaluate the condition of these
motels, tourist homes, restaurants, and similar facilities. Several print articles
and online blog entries have utilized travel guide entries—particularly those
from the Green Book—to survey, inventory, and publicize these facilities in specific communities.70
Along the Route 66 corridor, National Park Service (NPS) personnel have
cooperated with various partners on a joint identification and evaluation project for properties along the former highway’s right-of-way. A survey of various
Green Book issues and other travel guides that catered to the black traveler has
yielded some 360 properties along Route 66 between Chicago’s outskirts and the
Santa Monica beachfront (see table 3). Although the investigation of these properties is by no means complete, the results thus far suggest that more than two
hundred structures that formerly housed those businesses have been demolished.
This state of affairs is perhaps not surprising. During the 1950s and 1960s, many of
the businesses in traditional central-city black neighborhoods were sacrificed in
the name of urban renewal or demolished because of freeway construction. Many
of the motels in the suburban periphery, moreover, fell by the wayside, unable to
compete with similar businesses that catered to the white trade because they were
more likely to have a smaller number of rooms (or serving tables), an aging physical plant, and a relatively small advertising budget.
Despite the many threats to these businesses, at least eighty-six of the original
buildings still stand today. Predictably, some of these establishments are now in
such poor condition or have been subject to such extensive architectural modifications that their mid-twentieth-century appearance and configuration are
scarcely recognizable. Many others still retain the architectural flavor that defined
these businesses during Route 66’s period of significance (1926–1970). Route 66
in California, for example, boasts the well-known Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railway station (built in 1918) in San Bernardino, a building that was once home
to a Harvey House and now serves both Metrolink commuter-train passengers
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and long-distance Amtrak riders.71 Seventy miles to the north, in Barstow, is the
equally remarkable Casa del Desierto (built in 1913), a former Harvey House that
has also been recently refurbished and serves as an Amtrak facility.72
More buildings from the Route 66 days remain in Arizona. In Kingman the
White Rock Court (built in 1930) remains standing; it is neglected but structurally sound.73 Flagstaff ’s Nackard Inn served black travelers during the mid1950s. Today, this hidden gem dating to the 1930s sits just across the Burlington
Northern Santa Fe tracks from the railroad depot, and nearby is DuBeau’s Motel
Inn. Travelers to Winslow can still visit the splendid and recently renovated
La Posada Hotel, which once held a Harvey House. And in Holbrook, the El
Rancho Motel and Restaurant, which advertised to black travelers in a guidebook from 1952, still serves the public, much as it has for more than sixty years.
Upcoming research by the NPS and its partners will provide similar examples
along the route in Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri, and Illinois.
New Mexico serves as a case study for the legacy of known businesses along
Route 66 that advertised to travelers between the mid-1920s and the early 1960s.
During this period, most blacks along the route lived in one of three communities. Tucumcari counted just eight black residents in 1930 and seventy residents
in 1950. Albuquerque had 441 black residents in 1930, a number that increased
to 1,223 in 1950. The number of black residents in Gallup grew from 118 in 1930
to 196 in 1950. No other Route 66 community in the state had more than three
black residents during either of the censuses noted above.
During the mid-twentieth century, twenty-five known New Mexico businesses catered to black patrons (see table 3). In Tucumcari Mitchell’s Rooms
and the Rocket Inn—both north of the railroad tracks—advertised in the early
guidebooks. By the early 1950s, Gaynell Avenue (now Tucumcari Boulevard)
featured the La Plaza Court, which advertised to black travelers. Shortly afterward two black entrepreneurs—Nolan Jones and his partner Bob Richards—
opened the Amigo Motel and Café at the east end of the motel strip. The nearby
village of Santa Rosa historically had few black residents; even so, the Will Rogers Motel, on the south side of Route 66, advertised to black travelers.
Albuquerque offered a fairly broad range of accommodations to blacks over
the years. During the 1920s, the Alvarado Hotel—with its Harvey House—may
have been the only hostelry in town that welcomed black travelers.74 By the late
1940s, the black traveler could choose from two tourist homes, a hotel, a motel,
and three restaurants. And by the early 1960s, two more motels, both located
on west Central Avenue, had announced their interest in attracting a black clientele. In Gallup, directories from the late 1940s list two tourist homes and two
downtown hotels that welcomed black travelers, and by the mid-1950s the Casa
Linda Motel was in operation along Route 66 at the east end of town.
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Table 3. Route 66 business catering to black travelers, 1930-1963
Total
properties

Standing,
good cond.

Standing,
poor cond.

Not sure
of status

Demolished

Not sure of
location

2

—

—

—

1

1

Springfield

25

4

1

3

17

—

East St. Louis

26

1

1

6

17

1

State/City
Illinois

Joliet/Bloomington

Missouri				 —		
St. Louis

46

6

1

10

26

3

St. Clair/Lebanon

5

—

—

Springfield

12

—

—

—

1

4

—

8

4

Carthage

3

—

Joplin

6

2

—

—

—

3

—

—

4

—

Oklahoma						
Tulsa

36

5

—

1

27

3

Sapulpa

1

—

—

Oklahoma City

30

3

2

—

1

—

5

20

—

Texas						
Amarillo

13

1

9

1

New Mexico					
Tucumcari

—

2

—

—

1

1

—

1

—

1

—

—

—

1

—

1

10

2

1

—

1

3

—

5

2

Santa Rosa

1

Albuquerque

14

Gallup

5

Arizona						
Holbrook

2

1

1

—

—

—

Winslow

1

1

—

—

—

—

Flagstaff

7

3

2

—

2

—

Wms/AshFk/Sel.

3

1

—

—

2

—

Peach Springs

1

—

—

—

1

—

Kingman

5

—

2

—

2

1

California						
Needles

2

1

—

—

Barstow
Victorville

1

—

2

1

—

2

—

—

—

1

—

—

2

—

San Bernardino

5

2

Duarte/Pasadena

7

1

1

—

2

—

—

—

5

1

Los Angeles

86

24

Hollywood

4

2

7

12

40

3

—

1

1

—

(contnues to next page)
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Table 3. Route 66 business catering to black travelers, 1930-1963 (continued)
State/City
Santa Monica
Totals

Total
properties

Standing,
good cond.

Standing,
poor cond.

3

2

—

360

64

22

Not sure
of status

Demolished

Not sure of
location

—

1

—

42

204

28

Source: Victor H. Green, Green Book, 1938–1963/64 (Negro Motorist Green Book, 1938–1952; Negro Travelers’ Green Book, 1953–1959; and Travelers’ Green Book, 1960–1963/64); Edwin Henry Hackley, Hackley and
Harrison’s Hotel and Apartment Guide for Colored Travelers, 1930 edition; Grayson’s Travel and Business
Guide, 1949 edition; and Travelguide, 1949 and 1952 editions.
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Out of the twenty-five businesses that advertised to black travelers before
1964, just six still stand today. In Tucumcari, Mitchell’s Rooms and the Rocket
Inn, both of which are residential structures, remain; as does the La Plaza Court,
although it has been substantially remodeled in recent years. In Santa Rosa,
the Will Rogers Motel is still in business, though it is now owned by a nationwide hotel chain. In Albuquerque, the iconic De Anza Motel on Central Avenue still stands, and in Gallup, a two-story business building once known as the
New Commercial Hotel remains near the railroad station, as does a remodeled
rooming house. These “safe havens,” along with similar facilities in other Route
66 states, are survivors of a period in which discrimination in public accommodations was widely practiced, whether or not it was illegal. Buildings such
as these need to be recognized for their valuable role in providing a modicum
of comfort to black and other nonwhite highway travelers who journeyed along
Route 66 between 1926 and the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
The states through which Route 66 passed presented a complex racial geography. Illinois, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Texas each had a majority white population with a strong black minority, and although Illinois, historically, was a
northern state while the other states were more southern, black residents—and
black travelers—were treated much the same in all four states. Although some
racial progress had occurred in larger cities within these four states by the 1950s
and early 1960s, racial segregation was institutionalized either by law or custom throughout the area, and black travelers hoping to find places to stay or eat
were largely if not exclusively confined to black neighborhoods. They endured
similar conditions in Southern California as well. In New Mexico and Arizona, the racial geography was more complex, and blacks in both states were
ranked fourth demographically behind whites, Hispanics, and Native Americans. In these states, the relatively small number of blacks, and the preponderance of small towns, meant that blacks gained some level of equality in certain
towns and in certain situations. On the whole, however, blacks in the Southwest
during the mid-twentieth century were all too often treated as second-class citizens, and in many Route 66 towns whites treated blacks no differently than
Hispanics or Native Americans. Given this racial atmosphere, black travelers
may have encountered less discrimination along Route 66 if they utilized the
Negro Motorist Green Book or a similar guidebook. Those without guidebooks
fell back on a number of seasoned strategies that were often highly advantageous in specific circumstances. Because few first-person accounts have surfaced about black travelers along Route 66 and other western highways, more
research is needed to provide key details about this heretofore neglected topic.
More than 350 of the hostelries and restaurants along Route 66 that advertised to the black traveling public during this period appear in one or more
of the various guidebook listings. Of the 350-plus properties that comprise the
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following inventory, only about 85 are still standing today, including just 6 out
of 25 in New Mexico. This inventory represents a substantial contribution to an
important, if uncomfortable, part of our historical and architectural legacy. As
such, it is appropriate that these properties be identified, photographed, and
subject to further research.
Appendix. African American Motorists’ Directory of Hostelries and
Restaurants on Route 66
Sources: Victor H. Green, Green Book, 1938–1963/64 (Negro Motorist Green
Book, 1938–1952; Negro Travelers’ Green Book, 1953–1959; and Travelers’ Green
Book, 1960–1963/64); Edwin Henry Hackley, Hackley and Harrison’s Hotel and
Apartment Guide for Colored Travelers, 1930 edition; Grayson’s Travel and Business Guide, 1949 edition; and the Travelguide, 1949 and 1952 editions. Information about Harvey Houses derives from additional sources.
Illinois:
Joliet (Will Co.)

YMCA (Southside Branch)

no address

1952

309 S. East St.

1949

Bloomington (McLean Co.)

Mrs. Fred Rush (guests)
Springfield (Sangamon Co.)
Accommodations

Mrs. G. Bell Tourist Home (Georgia Bell) 625 N. 2nd St.
Mrs. E. Brooks Tourist Home
705 N. 2nd St.
(Elizabeth Brooks)
Mrs. Elizabeth Cohier (rooms and meals) 1125 E. Washington St.
Dudley Hotel/Tourist Rest/ Tourist Home 130 S. 11th St.
(see Homestead Hotel)	  (corner of Adams St.)
Madell Dudley Tourist Home
1211 E. Adams St.
Mrs. Bernie Eskridge Tourist Home
1501 Jackson St.
Hotel Ferguson (Mrs. Gertrude Ferguson) 1007 E. Washington St.
Mrs. Mary Holman (rooms and meals)
1208 S. 14th St.
Homestead Hotel (see Dudley Hotel)
130 S. 11th St.
Mrs. Julia F. Johnson (rooms and meals) 1144 N. 7th St.
Mrs. L. Jones Tourist Home (Lena Jones) 1230 E. Jefferson St.
Mrs. B. Mosby Tourist Home
1614 E. Jackson St.
(Bessie Mosby)

1930–1963
1930–1956
1930
1938–1959
1953–1956
1952–1963
1949
1930
1930
1930
1952–1963
1930–1963
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Mrs. Rufus Nelson (rooms and meals)
742 N. 2nd St.
Mrs. Helen Robbins (rooms and meals)
1616 E. Jackson St.
Mrs. Jessie Rogers (rooms and meals)
1004 E. Washington St.
(see Southern Kitchen)
Mrs. M. Rollins Tourist Home
844 S. College St.
Mrs. Mary Rollins (rooms and meals)
1127 E. Mason St.
Mrs. Mary E. Rollins (rooms and meals) 1123 E. Adams St.
Mrs. Lula Stuart (“Lulu Stewart”)
1615 E. Jefferson St.
Tourist Home		
Mrs. Nellie Tate (rooms and meals)
400 W. Chenery St.
Dr. Ware Tourist Home (S. A. Ware)
1520 E. Washington St.
Hotel Williams
124 S. 11th St.

1930
1930–1948
1930–1939
1941–1958
1930–1940
1930–1940
1949,
1952–1960
1930–1939
1930–1963
1930

Dining Establishments

Cansler’s Lounge
(tavern, then restaurant)
Southern Kitchen
(see Mrs. Jessie Rogers)

807 E. Washington St.

1952–1961

1004 E. Washington St. 1949

East St. Louis (St. Clair Co.)
Accommodations

Fox Hole Tourist Home and Night Club 300 Pocket Rd.
(Ida and Curtis Thurman)
Hotel Harlem
1426 Broadway
Mid-town Tourist Home
2738 Bond Ave.
Wm. E. Officer Tourist Home
2200 [2114?]
(rooms and meals)	  Missouri Ave.
P. B. Reeves Tourist Home (rooms)
1803 Bond Ave.
Royal Hotel
1900 Missouri Ave.
2005 Missouri Ave.
Hotel Thigpin
1425 E. Broadway
Irene Yancy (rooms and meals)
1914 Bond Ave.
1737½ Market St.

1959
1959–1963
1959–1961
1930–1958
1930–1958
1930–1939
1940–1941
1947–1958
1930–1940
1941

Dining Establishments

Bond Food Shop (restaurant)
Bush’s Rib Station
Cornelia’s Lunch Room
Del-Rio Restaurant
Jackson’s (Drive-In) Barbecue
Magnet Restaurant
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628 Bond St.
1836 Missouri Ave.
214 E. Broadway
1504 Broadway
10th and Broadway
306 Broadway
303 E. Broadway

New Mexico Historical Review / Volume 90, Number 3, Summer 2015

1959–1963
1959–1963
1959–1962
1947
1959–1962
1947–1948
1949–1951

Nichol’s Drive Inn (J. W. Nichols)
Rock Grill
J. F. Sugg’s Restaurant
Thunderbird Café (Vera L. West)
Ultra-Modern Restaurant
Whiteway Restaurant

900 Missouri Ave.
1433 Brady
4305 Trendley Ave.
301 S. 10th St.
114 S. 15th St.
4246 Market Ave.

1960–1963
1959–1963
1947–1951
1959
1947
1947

Missouri:
St. Louis (St. Louis Co.)
Accommodations

Adams Hotel
4295 Olive St.
called Abernathy’s Adams Hotel		
Alcorn Hotel
4165 Washington Ave.
Antler Hotel
3502 Franklin Ave.
Atlas Hotel
4260 Delmar Blvd.
4267 Delmar Blvd.
Broadway Hotel
3866 Delmar Blvd.
Calumet Hotel (see Palmer Hotel)
611 N. Jefferson Ave.
Corona Hotel
2840 Olive St.
720 Clark Ave.
Hotel DeLuxe
744 Walton Ave.
	  at Enright
Dunbar Hotel
2005 Market St.
Dubois Hotel
4323 Enright Ave.
Eugene Hotel
3316 Lucas Ave.
Excelsior Springs Hotel
302 Main St.
Grand Central Hotel
Jefferson Ave. and Pine
Harlem Hotel
3438 Franklin Ave.
(see Harlem Grill/Restaurant)
Leader Hotel
118 Pleasant St.
Mrs. Ira Love (guests)
4334 Ashland Ave.
Midtown Hotel
2935 Lawton Blvd./Ave.
New Albany Hotel
4873 Page Blvd.
Palmer Hotel (see Calumet Hotel)
611 N. Jefferson Ave.
Poro College Hotel
4300 St. Ferdinand
	  at Pendleton
called Poro Hotel		
Mrs. Mary E. Smith (guests)
4573 Newberry Terrace

1953–1957
1960–1963
1951–1963
1947–1956
1948–1951
1952–1963
1949
1947–1960
1947–1950
1951
1949
1930–1939
1930
1949
1950
1930–1960
1947–1960
1949–1950
1949
1948–1957
1952
1930
1930–1941
1947–1963
1949
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Booker T. Washington Hotel (and Courts) 209 N. Jefferson at Pine
3930 N. Kings Highway
West End Hotel
3900 W. Belle St.
	  at Vandeventer Ave.
YMCA
2846 Pine St. at Ewing
YWCA Tourist Home
2709 Locust St.

1939–1962
1963
1930–1963
1930–1941
1954–1957

Dining Establishments

Bell’s Restaurant

Bob’s Café
Chicken Shack Café
De Luxe Restaurant
Ding-Ling End

933 Pendleton Ave.
4318 Delmar Blvd
3867 Delmar Ave.
2816 Easton Ave.
914 N. Sara St.
10 N. Jefferson Ave.
613 N. Jefferson St.
731 Leland Ave.
7915 Shaftsbury Ave.
4269 Delmar
3438 Franklin Ave.

Gordon’s Rib Station
Harlem Grill and Restaurant
(see Harlem Hotel)
Highway (restaurant)
1239 N. 20th St.
Hunter’s Restaurant
2610 Delmar
Lindsey’s Restaurant
3805 Page Blvd.
Lucille’s Food Shop (restaurant)
4401 Aldine St.
Nick’s Snack House
1109 Sarah St.
Northside Restaurant
2422 N. Pendleton Ave.
called Northside Grill		
Oak Leaf
4269 W. Easton Ave.
Poccard’s Restaurant
1112 N. Sarah St.
Roma Restaurant
3839 Finney Ave.
Sara-Lou Café
4069 St. Louis Ave.
	  at Sarah St.
Seashore Restaurant
2829 Easton Ave.
Shrimp Hut
Sarah St. at Labadie
Simon (restaurant)
Jefferson Ave. at
	  Fallon St.
Sky Lark
1102 Independence
Snack Shop
1105 N. Taylor
Society (restaurant)
900 N. Taylor Ave.
7919 N. Broadway
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1949–1951
1952–1953
1954–1956
1947–1952
1949
1947–1960
1949
1950–1953
1954
1959–1963
1950–1957
1947–1950
1949–1957
1947–1952
1959–1963
1950–1962
1947–1959
1960–1963
1940–1949
1949
1949–1957
1959–1963
1947–1949
1959–1960
1949
1950
1947–1954
1947–1949
1950–1951

Union Station (railroad terminal)
West End (restaurant)
Wilke’s Restaurant

1820 Market
929 N. Vandeventer Ave.
1804 N. Taylor Ave.
4664 Fairlin Ave.
called Wilke’s Eat Shop		

1952
1949
1947–1961
1962–1963
1959–1963

St. Clair (Franklin Co.)

Mrs. L. Hilliard Motel
U.S. Highway 66
1961–1963
	  (north of S. Outer Rd.
	  south of Marcus Dr.)
Lebanon (Laclede Co.)

Mrs. Julia Osborne (rooms and meals)

Route 3,
Route 5 (north end)
Route 3
Route 3
Route 3

1930–1940
1941–1952
1930–1952
1930–1941
1930–1952

617 N. Benton Ave.

1954–1963

638 N. Jefferson
1015 Sherman Ave.
1035 Sherman Ave.
The Carterette Apartment (rooms)
234½ Dollison Ave.
Mrs. U. G. Hardrick (rooms)
238 Dollison Ave.
U. G. Hardrick Tourist Home		
John Haywood (rooms)
734 Washington St.
Mrs. Maggie Herron (guest house)
420 E. Pine
Mrs. Mary Smith (rooms and meals)
711 Washington St.
Mrs. Walter Smith (rooms)
717 Washington St.
Mrs. R.J. Stephenson (guests)
715 Washington St.
Rockfront Inn
540 Benton Ave.
Sylvia’s Restaurant
616 Washington St.

1940–1941
1949
1952
1930
1930
1939–1950
1930
1949
1930
1930
1949
1950–1952
1958–1961

Mrs. Eliza Turner (rooms and meals)
Mrs. Missouri Warfield (rooms)
Mrs. Ann (Ana) Wilson (rooms)
Springfield (Greene Co.)

Alberta’s Hotel (and Snack Bar)
(Alberta Northcutt)
Allen’s Rooms
Mrs. George Barnett (guest house)

Carthage (Jasper Co.)

Mrs. Alice Peal (rooms and meals)
Mrs. Albert Gibson (rooms and meals)
Mrs. Melvina Webb Tourist Home

E. 3rd St.
Bois De Arc at 5th St.
S. Fulton St.

1930–1941
1930–1941
1930–1949

113 Virginia Ave.

1955–1961

Joplin (Jasper Co.)

Mrs. Grace Davis Tourist Home
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Mrs. F. Echols
901 Missouri Ave.
John Lindsay Tourist Home
1702 Pennsyl	  vania Ave.
Mrs. J. Lindsay		
Mrs. Theo Siebert (rooms and meals)
1412 Furnace St.
Mrs. A. G. Tutt (rooms and meals)
812 West A St.
Williams Hotel/Tourist Home
308 Pennsylvania Ave.

1941–1956
1930–1947
1948–1956
1930
1930–1941
1930–1956

Kansas:
none
Oklahoma:
Tulsa (Tulsa Co.)

Avalon Motel
2411-13 E. Apache St.
Mrs. R. C. Baughman (rooms)
320 N. Greenwood
Del Rio Hotel
607½ N. Greenwood
Gray’s Rooms for Transients
32 N. Greenwood
(Marie Gray)
Mrs. Thomas Gentry Tourist Home
537 N. Detroit Ave.
Lafayette Hotel
604 E. Archer St.
Lincoln Hotel
E. Archer St.
Lincoln Lodge
1407½ E. 15th St.
Manard Hotel
922 E. “Mashill”
	  [Haskell?] Pl.
McHunt Hotel
1121 N. Greenwood
Miller Hotel
124 N. Hartford St.
Mrs. C. L. Netherland (rooms)
542 N. Elgin St.
called C.U. Netherland Tourist Home		
Red Wing Hotel
206 N. Greenwood
Royal Hotel
605 E. Archer
Small Hotel (W. H. Small)
615 E. Archer St.
Mrs. W. H. Smith (rooms)
124½ N. Greenwood
called W. H. Smith Tourist Home		
Warren Hotel (see Warren Inn)
105 N. Greenwood
Williams Hotel
124 E. Archer St.
606 1/2 E. Archer St.
YMCA
621 E. Oklahoma Pl.
YMCA (W. L. Hutcherson Branch)
331 N. Greenwood
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1954–1963
1930–1939
1950–1963
1949
1930–1948
1949–1959
1939–1948
1941
1939–1941
1939–1963
1950–1963
1930–1940
1941–1963
1939–1949
1939–1949
1930–1963
1930
1939–1963
1941–1949
1930
1949
1949
1952

YWCA

123 E. Archer St.
621 E. Oklahoma Pl.
120 E. Pine

1930
1941–1953
1954–1963

Dining Establishments

Art’s Chili Parlor (Art Hogan)
110 N. Greenwood
Barbeque Restaurant
1111 N. Greenwood
Chicken Shack
316 N. Elgin St.
Del Rio Bar
1448 N. Greenwood
The “1170” Café (Ethel Baylor)
1716 N. Peoria St.
Grayson’s Tavern (fine food)
1004 N. Greenwood
Lewis Lunch Room (Mrs. Hattie Lewis)
Cameron at
	  Greenwood St.
Meharry Drug Co.
101 N. Greenwood
(fountain service, L. R. Rollerson)
126 N. Greenwood
Plez’s Chile Parlor
127 Greenwood Ave.
Spinner Café
611 E. Archer Ave.
Tan’s Place
1444 N. Lansing
(restaurant, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Love)
The Upstairs Dining Room
119 1/2 N. Greenwood
Vaughn Drug Store
301 E. 2nd St.
Warren Inn (restaurant)
Archer Ave. at
(see Warren Hotel)	  Greenwood Ave.
Your Cab (restaurant)
517 E. Brady St.

1949–1961
1939–1948
1950–1954
1939
1949
1949
1949
1939–1947
1949
1939
1949
1949
1950–1961
1939
1949
1939–1949

Sapulpa (Creek Co.)

Brooklyn Hotel

511 E. Hobson Ave.

1949–1963

Oklahoma City (Oklahoma Co.)

Mrs. Lessie Bennett Tourist Home
500 N.E. 4th St.
Bethel Rooms
326½ E. 2nd St.
Canton Hotel (and Coffee Shop)
200 N.E. 2nd St.
(Canton E. Williams) (see Wilson’s Hotel)
Cortland Rooms Tourist Home
629 N.E. 4th St.
(see Magnolia Inn)
Hall Hotel (café in connection)
308½ N. Central
La Rel [Laurel?] Hotel and Coffee Shop
501 N.E. 8th St.
Littlepage (Little Page) Hotel
219 N. Central at 2nd St.
(see M. & M. Hotel)
Luster’s Modern Motel
3402 N.E. 23rd St.
M. & M. Hotel (see Littlepage Hotel)
219 N. Central

1953–1963
1930–1940
1949–1963
1941–1960
1930–1963
1956–1957
1939–1961
1959–1961
1930–1947
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New Acacia Hotel (see William Rooms) 323 E. 2nd St.
Parker Hotel
1st St. at Stiles
Scrugg’s Tourist Home
420 N. Laird St.
Terminal Hotel and Blue Front Café
9 W. California
	  (½ block from
	  Union Station)
Tucker’s Tourist Home
315 1/2 N.E. 2nd St.
Wayside Motel
2028 N. Bryant
William Rooms
323 E. 2nd St.
(see New Acacia Hotel)
Wilson’s Hotel (see Canton Hotel)
200 N.E. 2nd St.
YMCA (community branch)
300 N. Stiles
YMCA
614 N.E. 4th St.
Hotel Youngblood
N. Stiles Ave. (now N.
	  Russell M. Perry Ave.)
	  at 4th St.
YWCA
430 N.E. 2nd St.

1939–1941
1939–1941
1947–1957
1949

1947–1963
1957–1963
1930–1940
1947
1952
1954–1963
1957–1963

1952

Dining Establishments

Eastside Food Shop (restaurant)
King’s Restaurant
Lyons Café
Magnolia Inn (see Cortland Rooms)
Parker’s Good Eats
Ruby Restaurant
Scales’ Café (Mrs. G. L. Scales)
Off-Beat Restaurant

904 N.E. 2nd St.
905 N.E. 4th St.
304 E. 2nd St.
629 N.E. 4th St.
305 N. Stiles
322 1/2 N.E. 2nd St.
322-A N.E. 2nd St.
332 E. 2nd St.
2028 N. Bryant

1947–1955
1948–1953
1940–1948
1930–1950
1949
1947–1952
1947
1949
1958–1961

204 Van Buren St.
119 Van Buren St.
206–208 Van Buren St.
112 Van Buren St.
1205 N. Hughes St.

1949
1947–1950
1948–1963
1940–1963
1948

400 W. Third St.

1948–1949

Texas:
Amarillo (Potter Co.)
Accommodations

Martin Hotel
Mayfair Hotel
Tennessee Hotel (William Warr),
Watley (Watley’s) Hotel
Watley House
Dining Establishments

Blue Bonnet Café
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Corner Drug Store
118 Harrison St.
(fountain service, Mrs. Etta Gray)
G & M Drug Co.
204 Harrison St.
(regular meals and fountain service)
Harlem Grill
114 Harrison St.
called New Harlem (restaurant or grill)		
Knighton’s Café
422 W. 3rd St.
Murphy Crain Restaurant
400 W. 3rd St.
Tom’s Place (restaurant)
322 W. 3rd St.
Williams Inn
113 Van Buren St.
Working Man’s Club (road house)
202 Harrison St.

1949
1949
1940–1941
1948–1954
1949
1947
1948–1963
1948–1953
1947–1955

New Mexico:
Tucumcari (Quay Co.)

Amigo Motel & Café
1823 E. Gaynell
1956–1963
(Nolan Jones and Bob Richards)	  (Tucumcari Blvd.)
Cactus Motel
U.S. Highway 66,
1953
	  “½ mile east” (now at
	  1316 E. Tucumcari Blvd.)
Jones’ Rooms
“Box 1002”
1948–1963
	  (possibly at 524 W.
	 Campbell)
La Plaza Court (Mrs. E. J. Freymuth)
(now at 1023 E.
1952
	  Tucumcari Blvd.)
Mitchell’s Rooms Tourist
406 North 3rd St.
1953–1961
Home (J. E. Mitchell)
Rockett Inn Tourist Home
524 W. Campbell
1947–1963
(Mrs. N. W. Jones)	  (now Quay Rd. 64)
Santa Rosa (Guadalupe Co.)

Will Rogers Court

924 Will Rogers Dr.

1957–1963

1862 Cerrillos Rd.

1957–1963

110 S. 1st St.

1902–1968

1127 N. 2nd St.

1947–1963

Santa Fe (Santa Fe Co., pre-1937 route)

El Rey Court (Wayne Bowles)
Albuquerque (Bernalillo Co.)

Hotel Alvarado / Fred Harvey
House Restaurant (at railroad station)
Mrs. W. Bailey Tourist
Home (Madora Bailey)
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Bob’s Apartment Hotel/Tourist
Home (Robert Lewis)
Cactus Motel
De Anza Motor Lodge
Dutch Motel
Mrs. Kate (Katherine) Duncan
Tourist Home
Ideal Hotel (E. Rusk and W. J. Rusk)
South Side Barber Shop and Rooms
Aunt Brenda’s Pit Barbecue
Bon Ton (restaurant)
Greyhound Inter-State Restaurant
Fred Harvey Airport Restaurant

1107 12th St., N.W.

1955–1956

5930 Central Ave. S.W.
4301 E. Central Ave.
5401 Central Ave. N.W.
423 N. Arno St.
331 53rd St. N.W.
310 E. Marquette
1001 S. 2nd St.
406 N. Arno St.
331 53rd St. N.W.
115 N. 1st St.
6th and Copper
at Municipal Airport

1959–1963
1949
1958–1961
1948–1962
1963
1948–1950
1952
1949–1962
1963
1947–1949
1949
1952

Gallup (McKinley Co.)

Casa Linda Motel
on U. S. 66 at
	  southeast corner of
	  Boardman St.
El Navajo Hotel / Fred Harvey
1st St. at Hwy. 66
House Restaurant (at railroad station)
Mrs. Nellie Lewis (guests)
109 W. Wilson St.
(see L.P. Partee Tourist Home)
called Mrs. Sonnie Lewis Tourist Home		
New Commercial Hotel
204 W. 66th Ave.
Mrs. Eula Norton (guests)
216 W. Wilson Ave.
Mrs. L. P. Partee Tourist Home
109 W. Wilson Ave.
(see Mrs. Nellie Lewis)

1956–1958

1923–1957
1949
1950–1961
1949
1949
1939

Arizona:
Holbrook (Navajo Co.)

El Moderno Motel (Frances Bradley)
El Rancho Motel (N. L. Johnson)

301 W. Hopi Dr.
867 Navajo Blvd.

1952
1952

Winslow (Navajo Co.)

La Posada Hotel / Fred Harvey
303 E. 2nd St. (near
House Restaurant	  railroad station)

1930–1957

Flagstaff (Coconino Co.)

Du Beau’s Motel Inn
320
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1952

El Rancho Flagstaff (Glen Van Deusen)
northwest corner of
1952–1963
	  Route 66 at Milton Ave.
Nackard Inn
15 S. San Francisco
1957–1959
Park Plaza Motel
east side of Milton Ave. 1957–1963
	  at Route 66
Pearl Polk (guests)
211 S. San Francisco
1952
Vandevier Lodge and Dining
402 W. Santa Fe Ave.
1952
Room (Arthur Vandevier),
Yucca Greyhound Café
122 E. Santa Fe Ave.
1949
Williams (Coconino Co.)

Fray Marcos (de Niza) Hotel / Fred
N. Grand Canyon Blvd. 1907–1950s
Harvey House Restaurant	  at Fray Marcos Dr.
Ash Fork (Yavapai Co.)

Escalante Hotel / Fred Harvey
House Restaurant

Lewis Ave.at 5th St.

1907–1948

Seligman (Yavapai Co.)

Havasu Santa Fe Hotel / Fred
west side of Main St.
Harvey House Restaurant	  at Railroad Ave.

1905–1954

Peach Springs (Mohave Co.)

Qumacho Inn (Guy Rutherford)
south side of Route 66
	  east of Hualapai
Cultural Center

1952

Kingman (Mohave Co.)

Bell’s Motel (Mr. and Mrs. E. Bell)
south side of Andy
	  Devine Ave. near
Johnson Ave.
Loma Vista Motel (Mrs. Jay Leon)
1001 W. Beale
Mountain Villa Motel
Route 66 East
Santa Fe Eating House
northwest side of
(Fred Harvey House Restaurant)	  Route 66 at 4th St.
White Rock Motel/Auto Court
899 Front St.
	  (now 843 E. Andy
Devine Ave.)

1952

1952
1957–1963
1901–1938
1954–1963

California:
Needles (San Bernardino Co.)

El Adobe Motel (Ehrma Watkins)

Route 66 at O St.

1950–1963
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El Garces Hotel / Fred Harvey House

950 Front St.

1908–1949

685 N. 1st Ave.

1913–1973

111 W. Main St.

1949

Barstow (San Bernardino Co.)

Casa del Desierto / Fred Harvey
House Restaurant
Gold Star Café
Victorville-Apple Valley (San Bernardino Co.)

Murray’s Dude Ranch
Waalew Road at Dale 1938–1958
(Nolie B. and Lela O. Murray)	  Evans Parkway,
Apple Valley
Raglan Guest Ranch
Quarry Road at Harris 1949–1957
	  Lane, Victorville
San Bernardino (San Bernardino Co.)

S. M. Carlton (rooms with meals)
Fred Harvey House (in railroad depot)
Mrs. Anneleen Phillips (rooms)
James Weatherly (rooms with meals)
Bracewell’s Café

939 W. 6th St.
1204 W. 3rd St.
964 6th St.
981 6th St.
339 3rd St.

1930–1948
1918–1950s
1930–1941
1930
1949

Duarte (Los Angeles Co.)

Hi-way “66” Foothill Motel (A. W. Seeds) 2435 E. Huntington Dr. 1952
Pasadena (Los Angeles Co.)

Hub Restaurant
Orange Grove at Fair
	 Oaks
YWCA
78 N. Marengo Ave.

1947
1949–1952

Los Angeles (Los Angeles Co.)
Accommodations

Adams Villa Apts.
900 E. Adams Blvd.
1949
Alexandria Hotel
210 W. 5th St.
1962–1963
Allen Hotel (see Kentucky Hotel)
1123 Central Ave.
1939–1941
Ambassador Hotel
3400 Wilshire Blvd.
1963
Arcade Hotel
542 Ceres
1940–1948
Aster Motel
2901 S. Flower St.
1962–1963
Avon Hotel
405 S. Hewitt
1947–1950
Mrs. J. O. Banks (rooms)
1235 S. New Hamp1930
	  shire St.
Bel Air Motel
701 Stone Canyon Rd. 1963
Biltmore Hotel
515 S. Olive at 5th St.
1949, 1960
		 –1963
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Californian Hotel
1907 W. 6th St.
Casbah (Cashbah) Apts.
1189 W. 36th St.
	  (or 36th Pl.)
Clark Hotel (and Annexes)
1816-24 S. Central Ave.
(see Sheridan Hotel)	  at Washington Blvd.
425 S. Hill St.
Colonial Motel
1393 E. 15th St.
Cortez Hotel
375 Columbia Ave.
Cosmopolitan Hotel
South West Lake
	  [Westlake] Ave.
Digby Hotel
501 E. 1st St. at Alameda
Downtown House
117 N. San Pedro St.
Dunbar Hotel
4225 S. Central Ave.
EC Eastsider Motel
2133 S. Central Ave.
EC Motel
3501 S. Western
Elite Hotel
1217 S. Central Ave.
Garrett’s New DeLuxe Motel
1122 E. 57th St. at
	  Central Ave.
Glacier Hotel
523 Stanford St.
Mrs. W. D. Grealoiu Tourist Home
1311 W. 35th Pl.
Mrs. S. H. Grier (rooms)
1121 E. 22nd St.
Harmon Motel
700 W. Florence
Hayes Motel
960 E. Jefferson Blvd.
Hide Out Apartments
633 E. Vernon Ave.
Mrs. Bessie Hoffman Tourist Home
760 W. 17th St.
Kentucky Hotel (see Allen Hotel)
1123 Central Ave.
La Dale Hotel
802 E. Jefferson Blvd.
Lanakia/Lanakai Hotel
916 E. 25th St.
Lincoln Hotel
549 Ceres Ave.
Mack’s Manor Hotel
1085 W. Jefferson Blvd.
Manchester Motel
800 E. Manchester
Mayfair Hotel
1256 W. 7th St.
McAlpin Hotel
648 Stanford Ave.
Morris Hotel
809 E. 5th St.
Moulin Rouge Motel (see Thomas Hotel) 2050 W. Jefferson Blvd.
New Casa Motel
7720 S. Main St.
Norbo Hotel
529 E. 6th St.
Notel Motel
4766 S. Main St.
Olympic Hotel
843 S. Central Ave.
Palms Wilshire Hotel
626 S. Alvarado St.

1962–1963
1953–1963
1939–1960
1962–1963
1949–1951
1962–1963
1955–1957
1949
1949
1930–1960
1962–1963
1962–1963
1939–1960
1949
1947–1952
1930–1941
1930–1940
1962–1963
1949–1963
1949
1930–1947
1941–1960
1954–1957
1949–1952
1939–1960
1952–1960
1962–1963
1962–1963
1947–1960
1947–1949
1956–1960
1962–1963
1950–1955
1962–1963
1941–1960
1949–1952
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Palm-Vue Motel
3922 S. Western Ave.
	  at 39th Pl.
Park Wilshire Apartment Hotel
2424 Wilshire Blvd.
Raywood Motel
8200 S. Figueroa St.
Regal Hotel
815 E. 6th St.
Roberson’s Motel
2111 E. Imperial Blvd.
Roberson’s Annex
1757 Imperial Highway
Santa Barbara Motel
1758 W. Santa
	  Barbara Ave.
Sheridan Hotel (see Clark Hotel)
1824 Central Ave.
Sky Terrace Motel
Normandie at
	  Jefferson Blvd.
Sojourner Truth Industrial Home
1119 E. Adams St.
(for women)
called Sojourner’s Hotel		
Statler Hilton
930 Wilshire Blvd.
Thomas Motel (see Moulin Rouge Motel) 2050 W. Jefferson Blvd.
Mrs. Rose Tizel Tourist Home
2150 S. Hobart Blvd.
Vallee Vista Tourist Home
2408 Cimarron St.
Watkins Hotel
2022 W. Adams Blvd.
Western Motel
3700 S. Western Ave.
	  at 37th St.
Hayes Western Motel		
YMCA
1006 E. 28th St.
YWCA
1108 E. 12th St.

1960–1963
1949–1952
1962–1963
1940–1960
1949–1956
1949–1951
1962–1963
1940–1947
1963
1930
1940–1949
1962–1963
1953–1956
1957–1960
1951–1960
1949–1960
1949–1956
1962–1963
1930
1930

Dining Establishments

Alena’s Club House
2615 S. Western Ave.
Arc (restaurant)
4067 S. Central Ave.
Banks Restaurant
4019 S. Avalon Blvd.
B & E Grotto Drive Inn
4275 Avalon Blvd.
B and M Coffee Shop
2645 S. Western Ave.
Blue Room (restaurant)
9900 S. Central Ave.
Bobbie’s Restaurant
4001 Avalon Ave.
Bradley’s Steak House
1427 W. Jefferson Blvd.
Casa Blanca Restaurant
2801 S. San Pedro
Chief Restaurant
4400 S. Avalon Blvd.
Clark Hotel Blue Room
1822 S. Central Ave.
Clifton’s Restaurant
618 S. Olive St.
Clifton’s Restaurant (branch location)
648 S. Broadway
	  at 7th St.
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1949
1947–1953
1947–1949
1949
1949
1947–1948
1947
1949
1947–1950
1947–1949
1949
1947–1960
1949, 1959
–1960

Digby (restaurant)
DownBeat Restaurant
Eddie’s Restaurant
The Fawn (restaurant)
Gingham Restaurant
Granville’s Steak House
Hide Out Club
Hi-Hat Grill and DeLuxe Fountain
Hi Jenks (restaurant)
Holiday-Café Restaurant
Ivie’s Restaurant/Chicken Shack
John’s Restaurant
Leonard’s Drive Inn
Marble Inn (restaurant)
Nita’s Restaurant
Pig N’ Pat Restaurant
Preston’s Café
Robertson’s Restaurant
Shadowland Restaurant
Southern Restaurant
Sweet Dream Sandwich Shoppe
(see Waffle Shop)
Union Station
Vina’s Fine Foods
Waffle Shop Restaurant
(see Sweet Dream)
Woodson’s Restaurant
Zombie Restaurant

1st and Alameda St.
1947–1950
1064 E. 42nd St.
1951–1953
4201 S. Central Ave.
1947–1955
Western and 29th St.
1947–1950
111 N. San Pedro
1947–1948
4620 S. Central Ave.
1949
629 E. Vernon
1949
545 E. Jefferson Blvd.
1949
4428 Avalon Ave.
1947–1953
4071 Avalon Ave.
1959–1960
1105 1/2 E. Vernon Ave. 1947–1960
3519 S. Western Ave.
1947–1952
1504 E. Imperial Highway 1949
1840 Imperial Highway 1940–1949
125 W. Vernon
1947–1949
4200 S. Central Ave.
1947–1949
3567 S. Western Ave.
1949
4815 S. Central Ave.
1947–1950
4505 S. Avalon Ave.
1947
5917 S. Normandie
1941
1063 E. 43rd St.
1949
800 N. Alameda
3745 S. Western Ave.
1063 E. 43rd St.

1952
1949
1947–1957

Jefferson and Raymond
5432 S. Central Ave.
4216 S. Central Ave.
4906 S. Wadsworth

1947–1948
1947–1948
1949–1959
1960

2881 Seattle Dr.
2011 N. Highland Ave.
7023 Sunset Blvd.
1738 N. Las Palmas
1714 Ivar Ave.
1637 N. Vine
7000 Hollywood Blvd
8300 Sunset Blvd.

1948–1952
1963
1963
1949
1957–1960
1962–1963
1962–1963
1963

Hollywood (in Los Angeles, listed separately)

Jam. W. Brown Tourist Home
Carlton Lodge
Hallmark House Motor Hotel
Hollywood Hotel (see Las Palmas Hotel)
Hollywood Knickerbocker Hotel
Hollywood Plaza
Hollywood Roosevelt
Hollywood Thunderbird Inn
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Imperial “400” Motel
Las Palmas Hotel (see Hollywood Hotel)
Mark Twain Hotel
Sands-Sunset Hotel
Wilcox Hotel
Hollywood Wilcox Hotel
Hollywood Restaurant

6826 W. Sunset Blvd.
1738 N. Las Palmas
1622 Wilcox
8775 Sunset Blvd.
6504 Selma Ave.
6500 Selma Ave.
1743 N. Cahuenga Blvd.

1963
1952
1949–1960
1963
1949–1952
1963
1952

13333 McKinley Ave.
10803 Wilmington Ave.
11816 S. Wilmington
1505 E. 103rd St.
1711 1/2 E. 103rd St.
10220 S. Beach St.
10359 Wilmington Ave.
10213 Beach Ave.

1955–1956
1949
1949–1954
1949
1949
1949
1947–1957
1949

Watts (in Los Angeles, listed separately)

J. Hardy Tourist Home
Hill’s Villa Modern Motel
Johnson’s Motel
Marria Hotel
Hotel Reed
Graham Café
Henry Brothers Restaurant
Reed’s Café
Santa Monica (Los Angeles Co.)

La Bonita Tavern
1807 Belmont Place
Palm Crest Hotel “By the Sea”
325 Pacific St.
(W. C. Vinston)
Miramar Hotel
Wilshire Blvd. at
	  Ocean Ave.

1940–1952
1949
1949–1952

Notes
1. Michael Wallis, The Mother Road (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1990), 27. The
Bobby Troup song, the Route 66 television show (1960–1964, with Martin Milner and
George Maharis), and Hollywood helped make Route 66 a popular venue for motorcycle rallies and antique car conventions, and it is also a popular destination for international tour groups. Route 66 museums are found in almost all of the eight states along
the Route 66 right-of-way, and various curio shops—and sometimes entire towns—are
devoted to celebrating the Route 66 experience.
2. Kathleen Franz, “African Americans Take to the Open Road,” in Major Problems
in American Popular Culture, ed. Kathleen Franz and Susan Smulyan (Boston: Cengage
Learning, 2011), 242. Cole, along with many other black entertainers, traveled Route 66
during the late 1940s, 1950s, and early 1960s. By comparison Marguerite S. Shaffer stated
that early automobile travelers were “a relatively homogeneous community of nativeborn, upper- and middle-class, urban, white Americans.” See Marguerite S. Shaffer, See
America First: Tourism and National Identity, 1880–1940 (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian
Institution Press, 2001), 233.
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3. Mark Foster, “In the Face of ‘Jim Crow’: Prosperous Blacks and Vacations, Travel
and Outdoor Leisure, 1890–1945,” Journal of Negro History 84 (spring 1999): 130–49; and
Cotten Seiler, Republic of Drivers: A Cultural History of Automobility in America (Chicago Ill: University of Chicago Press, 2008), 108–28.
4. U.S. census statistics for 1930 reveal that blacks comprised 9.65 percent of the U.S.
population nationwide. West of the Mississippi River (including Minnesota and Louisiana), however, blacks accounted for just 7.4 percent of the population. By 1950 African Americans nationwide comprised 9.94 percent of the U.S. population, but in states
west of the Mississippi, blacks totaled only 7.21 percent of the population. Approximately
23 percent of all African Americans lived in states west of the Mississippi River in both
1930 and in 1950. Blacks were even more underrepresented west of the Great Plains. In
1930 blacks in the three Pacific states represented just 1.1 percent of the total population,
while blacks in the eight mountain states represented just 0.82 percent of the total population. By 1950 African Americans in the Pacific states had risen to 3.48 percent of the
total population, while blacks in the mountain states comprised 1.31 percent of the total
population. See Campbell Gibson and Kay Jung, Historical Census Statistics on Population Totals by Race, 1790 to 1990, and by Hispanic Origin, 1970 to 1990, for the United
States, Regions, Divisions, and States (Washington D.C.: U.S. Census Bureau Population
Division, 2002), tables 5, 9, 12, 13, and 14, accessed 22 April 2015, http://mapmaker.rutgers.edu/REFERENCE/Hist_Pop_stats.pdf.
5. See, for example, Greg Gross, “The Green Book,” I’m Black and I Travel! (blog), 28
August 2010, http://imblacknitravel.com/green-book; Alison J. Stein, “The Negro Motorists Green Book: Traveling in the Segregated South,” Perceptive Travel (blog), 16 February 2010, http://perceptivetravel.com/blog/2010/02/16/the-negro-motorists-green-book/;
Celia McGee, “The Open Road Wasn’t Quite Open to All,” New York Times, 22 August
2010; Maria Goodavage, “‘Green Book’ Helped Keep African Americans Safe on the Road,”
Independent Lens Blog, 10 January 2013, http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/blog/; and K
Menick, “The Green Book,” Schomburg Treasures (blog), 24 March 2015, http://www.nypl.
org/blog/2015/03/24/schomburg-treasures-green-book.
6. See Isabel Wilkerson, The Warmth of Many Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great
Migration (New York: Vintage, 2011), 8–11.
7. Key books focusing on the Great Migration and its causes include Neil R. McMillen, Dark Journey: Black Mississippians in the Age of Jim Crow (Urbana-Champaign: University of Illinois Press, 1990); John Dollard, Caste and Class in a Southern Town (1937;
repr., Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1988); James N. Gregory, The Southern
Diaspora: How the Great Migration of Black and White Southerners Transformed America
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005); and Stewart E. Tolnay, The Bottom Rung: African American Family Life on Southern Farms (Urbana-Champagne: University of Illinois Press, 1999).
8. James W. Loewen, Sundown Towns: A Hidden Dimension of American Racism (New
York: New Press, 2005). Loewen elaborated on the “sundown town” concept in: James W.
Loewen, “Enforcing Brown in Sundown Towns,” in Remembering Brown at Fifty: The University of Illinois Commemorates Brown v. Board of Education, ed. Orville Vernon Burton
and David O’Brien (Urbana-Champagne: University of Illinois Press, 2009); James W.
Loewen, “Sundown Towns,” Poverty & Race [Poverty and Race Research Action Council] 14 (November-December 2005): 1–2, 6; and James W. Loewen, “Sundown Towns,” in
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Poverty and Race in America: The Emerging Agendas, ed. Chester Hartman (Lexington,
Ky.: D. C. Heath, 2006).
9. Loewen, Sundown Towns, 3–23. See also Sidney Haman, “Get Out Before Sundown!” The Nation, 10 November 1951, 2.
10. Kansas has just 13 miles of Route 66 mileage (with Baxter Springs being the only
town of particular demographic consequence), so it does not appear in table 1. In 1930
the percentage of sundown towns, by state, varied from 23 percent (in Missouri) to 80
percent (in Arizona). In 1950 the percentage of sundown towns varied from 27 percent
(in Oklahoma) to 43 percent (in Missouri). U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1930, vol. 3 (Washington D.C.: GPO, 1932), state tables 13, 15, 16, 21, and
22; U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Census of Population, 1950, vol. 2 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1953) state tables 6, 14, 34, 38, 40, and 42.
11. Encyclopedia of Chicago, “Civil Rights Movements,” by James Ralph, accessed 22
April 2015, http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/293.html.
12. Ralph, “Civil Rights Movements,” accessed 22 April 2015, http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/293.html.
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Housing, 1930, state tables 13, 15, 16, 21, and 22; U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Census of Population and Housing, 1950, state tables 6, 14, 34, 38, 40, and 42.
15. Chicago Daily Defender, 14 March 1962.
16. Chicago Daily Defender, 2 January 1964.
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30 April 2015, https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?id=165366320177877&story_
fbid=364978153558951.
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19. Fuenfhausen, “Missouri’s Little Dixie Heritage Foundation.” A longtime black Joplin resident noted that during the mid-1950s the local schools desegregated, but there
is no evidence that local hotels or restaurants did the same. See “90-Year-Old Resident Who Remembers Past Racism Wants to See President,” Joplin (Mo.) Globe, 2 May
2012, accessed 22 April 2015, http://www.joplinglobe.com/topstories/x1585739818/90year-old-resident-who-remembers-past-racism-wants-to-see-president/print.
20. Ronald Walters, “The Great Plains Sit-In Movement, 1958–1960,” in African Americans on the Great Plains: An Anthology, ed. Bruce Glasrud and Charles Braithwaite
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2009), 302–19; and “Clara Luper Changed
Oklahoma Policy’s [sic],” African American Registry: A Non-Profit Education Organization, accessed 30 April 2015, http://www.aaregistry.org/historic_events/view/
clara-luper-changed-oklahoma-policys.
21. Benjamin S. Roberts, interview transcript, Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma
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December 1992, http://www.crmvet.org/vet/rusellj.htm.
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Movement,” 28 August 2013, accessed 22 April 2015, http://www.newschannel10.com/
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23. Gibson and Jung, Historical Census Statistics, tables 28, 31, 40, 51, and 58. In both
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percentage of blacks among the population was characteristic of the eight mountain states
as defined by the U.S. Census; in 1930, blacks comprised 0.82 percent of the total population in these states, while in 1950, they numbered 1.31 percent of the total population.
25. Adelina Ortiz de Hill describes the polarized racial atmosphere in Tucumcari
during the mid-twentieth century, but Isaac Collier, who grew up in Tucumcari during
the 1940s and 1950s, recalls being welcomed at a variety of restaurants and drug stores.
See Adelina Ortiz de Hill, Sol, Sombra y la Tierra (Chapel Hill, N.C.: Professional Press,
2004); and Isaac Collier, interview with author, 18 February 2015. For a first-person
account of the struggles of African Americans in Hobbs, see Charles E. Becknell Sr.,
Growing Up Black in New Mexico (Albuquerque, N.Mex.: Jubilee Publications, 2003).
Rita Powdrell noted that a black friend, after her wedding, had to spend the night at
a motel in Santa Fe because the couple was refused service in Albuquerque. Powdrell,
interview with author, 18 October 2013. Also see George M. Cooper, “The Modern Civil
Rights Movement in New Mexico, 1955–1975,” in African American History in New Mexico: Portraits from Five Hundred Years, ed. Bruce A. Glasrud, (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 2013), 207–8.
26. George Long, “How Albuquerque Got Its Civil Rights Ordinance,” in African
American History in New Mexico, ed. Glasrud, 166.
27. “The Civil Rights Era in Albuquerque,” Office of Diversity and Human Rights,
City of Albuquerque, accessed 22 April 2015, http://www.cabq.gov/humanrights/
public-information-and-education/diversity-booklets/black-heritage-in-new-mexico/
the-civil-rights-era-in-albuquerque; Long, “How Albuquerque Got Its Civil Rights Ordinance,” 168–69; and Charles Mohr, “Proud of Commission,” Albuquerque (N.Mex.) Tribune, 15 February 1952.
28. Quintard Taylor, “African Americans in the Enchanted State: Black History in New
Mexico, 1539–1990,” in History of Hope: The African American Experience in New Mexico,
ed. Thomas Lark (Albuquerque, N.Mex.: Albuquerque Museum, 1996), 7–8; and An Act
Prohibiting Discrimination in Places of Public Accommodation, N.M. Stat. chap 192 (1955).
29. Long, “How Albuquerque Got Its Civil Rights Ordinance,” 169.
30. “The Civil Rights Era in Albuquerque”; and Cooper, “Modern Civil Rights Movement in New Mexico,” 207–9. Also in 1960, the town of Hobbs (in southeastern New Mexico) witnessed sit-ins and similar protests before the local lunch counters were integrated.
31. Gibson and Jung, Historical Census Statistics, table 17. Blacks constituted 2.5 percent of the Arizona population in 1930 and 3.5 percent of the population in 1950. Isabel
Wilkerson chronicles the story of Robert Joseph Pershing Foster, a black doctor who, in
1953, drove westbound through the Phoenix area on U.S. 80 searching repeatedly, and
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The Methodist Church Trial of James J. Stewart
A. W. M artin J r .

•

Defrocked and Expelled

L

ate at night on 30 April 1957 a Methodist minister, James J. Stewart, sat
in his car outside the First Methodist Church of El Paso, Texas. He was
waiting to hear the verdict of his own trial, which he had walked out of at
its onset. Shortly after midnight, a young reporter, who had waited on the sidewalk, gave him the result: he had been found guilty, defrocked, and expelled
from the denomination.1
The Stewart trial was not unusual. American Methodism, from its formal organization as the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1784, required that at
annual gatherings, or conferences, its ministers answer whether “all the preachers [were] blameless in life and conversation.” They were examined “one by one,
before the conference,” and, if their answers were unsatisfactory, ministers could
be tried by the conference and admonished or expelled. It was quickly established that preachers could be tried for “immorality or improper conduct” and

A. W. Martin Jr. is Professor Emeritus of Religion at Oklahoma City University, where he
taught from 1981 to 1998. He is a graduate of Southern Methodist University (BA), Union
Theological Seminary in New York (MDiv), and Vanderbilt University (MA, PhD). Previous
articles on Reverend Stewart have appeared in the New Mexico Historical Review, The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Methodist History, and the New Mexico Conference United Methodist Historical Journal. Current research interests include heresy trials in American Methodist history
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Figure 1. Rev. James J. Stewart.
Tried for “unministerial conduct”
and convicted in 1957. Photograph
courtesy Archives of the New Mexico
Conference of the United Methodist
Church.

for “inveigh[ing] against the ‘doctrine and discipline’ of the Church.” With minor
changes in wording, these charges were still in place at the time of Stewart’s trial.2
Yet, Stewart’s trial was also very unusual; not only did Stewart defiantly walk
out, but the trial in El Paso was for alleged offenses committed in Albuquerque, the trial was closely related to civil proceedings already initiated by the
defendant, and the first and most prominent witness against him, Bishop W.
Angie Smith, was also indirectly on trial.3 Stewart’s trial resulted from his filing complaints against Bishop Smith in late 1956, several of which accused the
bishop of using his episcopal office for personal financial gain that often took
the form of “love gifts” for himself and his wife. The Committee of Investigation
of the Oklahoma Conference of the Methodist Church and three church superintendents who considered Stewart’s accusations published a report completely
exonerating the bishop and strongly condemning the minister for bringing the
complaints “seemingly with only the thought of public smear.” Stewart then
continued his campaign against what he also termed “pious graft” by requesting
that he himself be charged in a public church trial.4
This study examines some of the more serious accusations against the minister, and shows how the trial opened a window into major issues in the Methodist Church during the mid-twentieth century. These matters include the power
of bishops, the role of laypersons, and church judicial processes.
Moving Toward Trial
Stewart was one of many easterners who moved to Albuquerque in the
1940s and 1950s. With the development of Kirtland Air Force Base and Sandia National Laboratories, the city boundaries rapidly grew eastward and the
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Figure 2. First Methodist Church, El Paso, Texas. Site of the church trial of Rev. James
J. Stewart. Photograph courtesy Archives of the New Mexico Conference of the United
Methodist Church.

Methodist Church moved to establish new churches at a rate that matched the
general population increase. From 1945 to the time of Stewart’s trial, Methodist
membership grew in New Mexico by more than half, from 33,020 members to
67,147, and from two English-speaking congregations to eight in Albuquerque.
Stewart played a key role in this growth as the founding pastor for Trinity Methodist Church in 1944 and St. John’s Methodist Church in 1950.5
As he began work to establish the Trinity congregation, Stewart started with
little more than his appointment as pastor and a small group who had begun to
meet in the Lobo Theater on Central Avenue near the University of New Mexico
with the hope of forming an official congregation. The Methodist Church provided no parsonage, and he and his wife Ruth had to look for a place to live. She
had brought “all our earthly possessions in the back seat of an old car that she
had managed to drive from Pittsburgh to Albuquerque.” Stewart worked hard,
and an official report at Trinity reveals that he was not afraid of ringing doorbells to invite people to visit the new congregation. Bishop Smith encouraged
such efforts since growing church membership was one of his major concerns.6
As early as 1946 the relationship between Stewart and Smith began to deteriorate when Stewart, as he remembered it years later, received “a letter” from
Oklahoma “soliciting the Methodist preachers and/or their churches for money
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Figure 3. Together in happier days, 1946. The ground breaking ceremony for the
construction of the Trinity Methodist Church in 1946. Bishop Smith wields the shovel,
with Reverend Stewart to his left and James R. Cole to Stewart’s left. Photograph courtesy
Archives of the New Mexico Conference of the United Methodist Church.

to send Mrs. Smith [Bishop Smith’s wife Bess] on a trip around the world.” He
and the Trinity official board turned down the request. Stewart said that his
superintendent, I. L. Morgan, not only “did not press the matter and did not
hold it against me” but also, Stewart claimed “did not favor the idea, but was
under pressure.” In 1948 Trinity Church sent a check for Bishop Smith at the
request of the new superintendent, F. Lee Willshire, but asked that it be returned
when the check’s purpose could not be clearly established. By 1949 Stewart had
become so disturbed by what he saw as Smith’s efforts to use his office for personal gain that he decided to leave New Mexico and return to graduate school in
Denver. During his time in Denver he learned that other bishops also received
sizeable gifts from various sources, both lay and clergy. He decided to return to
New Mexico and continue an investigation of this perceived abuse. Originally
assigned in 1950 to begin a new church in western Albuquerque, Stewart soon
established St. John’s Methodist Church in the northeastern part of the city.7
As the new congregation grew, attaining 430 members by 1956, Stewart and a
group of supportive laypersons gathered evidence about love gifts for the bishop
and Mrs. Smith. Stewart published a guest column in the denominational magazine the Christian Advocate in 1955 condemning, without specifically naming
the Smiths, “the soliciting for, the giving to, and the receiving of gifts” by church
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Figure 4. District
Superintendent Walter
R. Willis. Willis presided
over the preparation of
charges against Revered
Stewart by the New Mexico
Conference Committee of
Investigation. Photograph
courtesy Archives of the
New Mexico Conference
of the United Methodist
Church.

leaders. In response the Advocate editor wrote Stewart that he had correctly
addressed “a concern that needs to be faced.” Additionally, the St. John’s official board sent a petition to the Methodist supreme legislative body, the General Conference, in the spring of 1956 that would have made “soliciting, giving,
and receiving special gifts” a chargeable offense for bishops and clergy. Stewart announced this action in Albuquerque’s newspapers and informed reporters
that he was writing all 750 General Conference delegates urging their support of
this measure. Following the failure of this and similar petitions at the General
Conference, Stewart declined to accept a new appointment in May 1956, and
the New Mexico Conference permitted him to take “voluntary location.” He
became a “local preacher,” retaining his clergy credentials, rather than a “traveling preacher,” serving as a minister under appointment. That fall the denominational Council of Bishops denied his request to bring his concerns before it.8
Following Stewart’s failed attempt to press complaints against Bishop Smith
subsequently Stewart requested to go to trial himself, the bishop and the district
superintendents obliged the minister by initiating the preparation of charges
and specifications to present to a standing committee of the New Mexico Conference, the Committee of Investigation. If this committee endorsed one or
more charges, a formal trial would follow.
The Committee met on 1 April 1957 at the First Methodist Church in Roswell,
New Mexico. Walter R. Willis, superintendent of the El Paso District, presided.
Joe B. Scrimshire, the superintendent of the Carlsbad District, and Robert L.
Willingham, the superintendent of the Albuquerque District, presented a list
of complaints against Stewart to the committee members.9 In addition to the
presentation by Scrimshire and Willingham, the committee heard from Bishop
Smith. The committee produced a report charging Stewart with two offenses:
“unchristian tempers, words, or actions” and “imprudent or unministerial
conduct.” It supported these charges with seventeen specifications but seldom
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explained how the specifications directly supported the charges. None of them
made direct reference to the first charge nor labeled any actions of Stewart as
“imprudent.” Only two of the specifications directly stated that they constituted
“unministerial conduct.” The committee’s report went directly to Bishop Smith,
who named Scrimshire as acting counsel for the church and appointed the Rev.
Ralph R. Reed, who was a lawyer as well as a minister, to prepare for and preside
over Stewart’s church trial.10
The Trial and its Aftermath
The trial opened at 1:15 p.m. on 29 April 1957. Smith, Willingham, and the other
district superintendents, Walter R. Willis and John L. Carpenter, were witnesses
for the prosecution. Also testifying for the prosecution were James O. Brawn,
a former pastor of First Methodist Church in Albuquerque, and F. Lee Willshire, a former superintendent of the Albuquerque District. Joining them were
Edwin W. Parker, the superintendent who had presided at the Oklahoma hearing of Stewart’s complaints against Smith, and Dewey D. Etchieson, the superintendent of Indian work in Oklahoma. Scrimshire also took the stand and
responded to questions from an unnamed assistant counsel for the church.11
Stewart went to El Paso prepared to head his own defense. Thirteen or fourteen laypersons, ready to testify on his behalf, also attended. These individuals
included Dr. Kyle and Harriet Nye of Central Methodist Church in Albuquerque; Richard and Leota Richards, and Russell and Imogene Scott of St. John’s;
and James R. Cole, who had been a leader at Trinity before helping Stewart establish St. John’s. To their surprise, the male witnesses were frisked by “a
guard committee,” who also searched the women’s purses; Leota Richards had
to turn over her “stenotype machine.” The court allowed entry to Conference
clergy, from whom the jury would be selected, but denied entry to everyone
else, including newspaper reporters.12
Stewart entered a “not guilty” plea and moved “that this trial be opened to
the public and to the press.” When Reverend Reed denied the motion, Stewart
replied, “In that event, we will not remain.” Before departing, he made a brief
statement affirming that his accusations against Bishop Smith were true and his
willingness “to face the Bishop and the Investigating Committee . . . in any open
trial.” Stewart stated that his witnesses would “retire” with him.13
Reed moved the trial forward in Stewart’s absence. Church law permitted
this procedure in cases where “the accused person . . . shall refuse or neglect to
appear.” Scrimshire, as church counsel, accepted as members of the “trial court,”
or jury, the first thirteen names drawn from a list prepared by the district superintendents. They took an oath that they would “render a true and just verdict.”14
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Scrimshire’s presentation of the case against Stewart began with lengthy testimony from Bishop Smith, in the middle of which the prosecutor introduced
eleven articles from various Albuquerque newspapers. Reed then ordered that
the specifications from the investigating committee be read into the court
record. Scrimshire followed by presenting “A Message to Methodist Laymen in
the Oklahoma-New Mexico Area,” a letter Stewart had widely distributed along
with his ten original accusations against Smith. The court heard testimony
from the Oklahoma and New Mexico witnesses, much of it designed to show
the falsity of Stewart’s complaints against the bishop. More than once Scrimshire brought Smith back to the stand to explain different aspects of church
law. The case for the prosecution also included Scrimshire’s reading of an overnight telegram, or night letter, to Bishop Smith in late 1956. The letter, from
Stewart’s successor at St. John’s, Kenneth E. Ford, the chairman of the church
official board, and several other members of the congregation, expressed “complete confidence” in the bishop and “deplored the unwarranted and malicious
attacks” by Stewart. In the absence of a defense, Scrimshire asked whether “any
minister present . . . would like to testify for Brother Stewart.” No one volunteered. He then gave his “closing summary,” the text of which does not appear
in the trial record. A “late bulletin” in the early morning edition of the El Paso
(Tex.) Times from 30 April 1957 reported that “shortly after midnight Monday”
the jury found Stewart “guilty as charged,” removed him from the Methodist
ministry, and expelled him from the denomination.15
The jury had the power “to suspend [the accused] from the exercise of the
functions of his office; to depose him from his office or the ministry or both;
to expel him from the church; or, in case of conviction of minor offenses, to fix
a lesser penalty.” It is unclear whether the charges against Stewart qualified as
“minor offenses.” It is certain, however, as two other church trials from this time
demonstrate, that a conviction for unministerial conduct did not automatically
carry with it the penalties of defrocking or expulsion.16
So why did the jurors apply the maximum punishment allowed by the Methodist Church? Although there is no way of knowing how some members of
the trial court weighed the evidence, Stewart’s use of the press made a lasting impression on at least two jurors. One, M. Buren Stewart, claimed decades
later that Stewart left the trial and “went immediately to the El Paso papers and
gave statements to them, which had been written ahead of time, concerning
how unfair the whole thing was and how he had been mistreated.” This juror
believed that the punishment “was done so that he could no longer have easy
access to the press as a minister or a Methodist.” Another, Ira Williams Jr.,
remembered seeing Stewart “surrounded by a host of reporters and cameramen.” This juror’s impression was that Stewart “did not love the church, but only
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Figure 5. Bishop W. Angie Smith.
Smith was the principal witness
against Reverend Stewart. Photograph
courtesy Archives of the New Mexico
Conference of the United Methodist
Church.

Figure 6. District Superintendent Joe
B. Scrimshire. Scrimshire prosecuted
the case against Reverend Stewart.
Photograph courtesy Archives of the
New Mexico Conference of the United
Methodist Church.

loved his vendetta against the church.” Yet, this juror also believed that “if Stewart had been willing to come before the jury without the demand for the presence of the press, and had presented his position with the help of due counsel,
there may have been a different resolution and reconciliation—I do not know.”
A third juror admitted that the “single determining factor” in his vote for conviction was the fact that Stewart had filed a libel suit in civil court against Scrimshire and the other signers of the Oklahoma report at precisely the time that the
investigating committee met.17
The harshness of the decision, particularly expulsion from the church as well
as loss of ministerial credentials, may have come as a surprise to Stewart. He
hardly would have prepared a defense or asked more than a dozen witnesses to
testify on his behalf if he had not hoped for a positive outcome. He believed, as
he wrote several months after the trial, that some of the jurors wanted “the love
offering game” stopped and that he “was fighting for the principles they believed
in.”18 He may, at most, have anticipated defrocking but not expulsion.
Stewart soon told Albuquerque (N.Mex.) Journal reporter Abercrombie
Holmes that he would not petition the jurisdictional Court of Appeals and
would turn in his credentials once he received “official notice” of the decision.
The Albuquerque Baptist New Mexican quickly condemned Stewart’s removal
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and criticized Methodist use of a “quasi court” system, preferring “the Baptist
way, democratic and open.” Stewart’s friend, and now his pastor, Presbyterian
minister Harry Summers, stated in a sermon that “in any [C]hristian church,
issues should never be finally settled by the decision of one man.” He compared
a secret trial “in a democracy” to “the perversions of justice in totalitarian governments.” Yet, others in Albuquerque soon defended the trial. Robert F. Naylor,
pastor of Central Methodist Church and a member of the investigating committee, declared that closed trials were “the most Christian way,” for they protected
“both the innocent and the guilty.” Charles Thigpen, pastor of First Methodist Church, claimed that “in the Methodist Church there is more democracy
than in any other church that we know” and that Stewart was “pernicious and
unkind in his treatment of his church.”19
After brief mention in the national press, the story of the trial disappeared
from both public and official church discussion. A newspaper report just a few
days later about the opening of a new wing at St. John’s, for example, mentioned
Stewart’s role as a founder of the church but made no reference to his trial. The
New Mexico Annual Conference met in mid-May without any report on the
trial. Scrimshire presented a resolution to this conference, however, recognizing Bishop Smith’s election as president of the Council of Bishops. It “paid high
tribute to Bishop Smith,” as did the report of the district superintendents, which
praised him for “his courage and vision, his dedicated personal life, his inspiring leadership and statesmanlike understanding of the mission of the Church.”
Superintendent Willingham did not mention the trial when he wrote to the
ministers in his district the week after the annual conference.20
Supporters of Stewart in the Lay Movement for Democracy in Methodism
(LMDM), a group that had officially incorporated shortly before his trial, kept
the memory of the trial alive. Harriet Nye, for example, corresponded with various Methodist bishops about the case, although she was aware that they could
not officially intervene. In 1960 the LMDM announced a campaign for the General Conference to reopen Stewart’s case. This attempt was unsuccessful, as was
a quixotic effort to address the conference by Stewart. He wanted to summarize
depositions given by Smith and Parker for the civil trial that occurred in 1959
as a result of his libel suit against Scrimshire and the other signers of the Oklahoma report, thereby encouraging the Conference to prohibit love gifts and
allow for open church trials.21
Stewart continued to search widely for evidence of bishops’ misusing money
and receiving significant love gifts. From Oklahoma he soon received a report
from a former district superintendent, H. G. Ryan, about a gift of “a white
Arabian saddle animal” to Bishop Smith from church leaders. As Smith’s retirement in 1968 approached, Stewart learned that a major campaign was under
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way to raise $100,000 as a retirement gift for the bishop. He opined that retirement gifts were “customary,” thus recognizing a distinction between them and
gifts to active bishops, but thought the amount was “a little high.”22
Shortly after Smith retired, Stewart wrote his successor, Bishop Alsie H. Carleton, asking for another trial. He wanted new evidence to be considered. In
addition to Ryan’s report and depositions for the civil trial, he also had correspondence from Rev. Manuel Vigueras Flores, “the secretary of the General
Conference of the Methodist Church in Mexico.” Flores had written Dr. Kyle
Nye, a Stewart supporter, regarding Bishop Smith: “We hope you can put him
away of the episcopacy [sic] and, if possible out of the Methodist Church. That
will be very helpful for our Methodist Church in Mexico.” Carleton responded
to Stewart’s trial request that he had “no authority in this matter whatsoever,” to
“re-open a case that was settled, apparently ten or twelve years ago.”23
Rebuffed by the new bishop in New Mexico, Stewart appealed to Rev. Virgil
D. Morris, executive secretary of the South Central Jurisdiction of the Methodist Church. Morris informed him that neither the administrative Jurisdictional Council nor the Jurisdictional Court of Appeals had the right to re-open
his case. In his reply to Morris, Stewart listed the sacrifices he made to become
a Methodist preacher, including school expenses “earned on the end of a jack
hammer in the coal mines at night during the Depression” and “months spent
in a cast from my hips to the top of my head” as a result of tuberculosis. He was
bitter about the outcome of the trial and wished that he had stuck to teaching.
“My saddest regret,” he wrote, “is that I ever became mixed up with the Methodist Church.” Yet, when Stewart died on Thanksgiving Day in 1974, the Albuquerque (N.Mex.) Journal reported that he had “never ceased his efforts to regain his
credentials as a Methodist minister.”24
The Case Against Stewart
The New Mexico Committee of Investigation, in its seventeen specifications
supporting the charges against Stewart of un-Christian and unministerial conduct, repeatedly condemned Stewart for using the mail and the press to make
“false and misleading statements” primarily about Bishop Smith. Stewart widely
disseminated a letter to church leaders in the New Mexico Conference where
he repeated his complaints against the bishop. He also repeatedly used the press
to make his case about the abuse of love gifts. Stewart kept reporters in Albuquerque informed every step of the way about his campaign and then about his
approaching trial. He even prepared formal statements for the press’s use. Scrimshire pointed out two articles in particular from the Albuquerque (N.Mex.) Journal as “illustrative” of Stewart’s attacks. They both included detailed comments
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by Stewart about Smith’s acceptance of the “detestable practice” of love gifts. The
second article referred to the bishop’s “temperament” and Stewart’s certainty
that once he got “under his skin” the bishop would “strike at me with the most
subtle weapon he has, his appointive power.”25
Whether Stewart’s accusations were true, however, is a more complicated
question. According to the specifications from the Committee of Investigation, Stewart had made unsubstantiated accusations of graft against Bishop
Smith and district superintendents. Although Scrimshire did not use the term
in the trial, he described the practice of graft when he explained Stewart’s
position that the bishop “was capitalizing on his office, getting many expensive gifts . . . and particularly money collected by him.” Scrimshire repeatedly
presented testimony that Smith had never solicited money or gifts from pastors for himself or his family. At the same time, he and his witnesses openly
admitted that ministers contributed gifts but claimed that they never affected
the “kind of appointment” that pastors received. Smith stated that he “could
not . . . accept a gift believing a man was trying to purchase anything” and
affirmed, “If we have reached a place in the Methodist Church that the giving
of a gift either by me or to me is a sin, then I have certainly a false conception
of love.”26
At the very least, Smith accepted gifts when he was in the position to refuse
them. He viewed special offerings for Mrs. Smith to accompany him on his
overseas trips as clearly acceptable. It was “common practice in the Methodist churches and throughout all churches,” he stated later, to send church leaders and their families on expense-paid trips. He saw no problem in the fact that
funds in the Albuquerque district treasury were approved to help Mrs. Smith
with expenses for trips outside the country. Nor did he have any difficulty in
admitting that his wife received checks from church sources.27
It is impossible, however, to measure to what degree the bishop encouraged
the soliciting of special gifts for himself and his family. It is clear that the three
superintendents who played major roles in Stewart’s trial had no problem in
promoting love gifts. Willingham, in a letter to a layman who inquired about
“love offerings” in 1956, explained that they “express appreciation for services
rendered or . . . a sincere spirit of friendship.” Scrimshire, in his deposition prior
to the subsequent civil trial, said that giving gifts was “one of the Methodist
ministers’ features of brotherhood, it is just like one big family.” In his deposition for the same trial, Parker stated, “This matter which Mr. Stewart resents so
deeply is considered by most Methodist preachers as a privilege and a way to
show their love and appreciation.” Admitting cooperation with every effort to
provide gifts for the Smiths, he said that he “felt sorry for Mr. Stewart that he did
not have the joy of giving.”28
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Figure 7. Bishop and Mrs. Smith on a Scandinavian trip. Photograph courtesy Oklahoma
City University Archives.

The exact monetary value of the gifts given to the Smiths is also unknown.
Stewart claimed in 1956 that “the amount collected and given to a bishop or
to his family often runs into many thousands of dollars and the bishop does
not have to report the gift to anybody.” Later, in a letter to an Internal Revenue
Service official, he stated that a lawyer in Oklahoma proved that Bishop Smith
acquired over $200,000 “in ways not allowed” by church law. In his deposition for the civil suit, however, Smith described the giving of gifts by churches
“for missionary purposes.” He also stated that half of his legitimate honoraria,
such as personal income from preaching missions in local churches, went to pay
for mission work. He further maintained that any conference, district, or local
church could provide bishops with money for office and travel expenses, despite
clear rules in church law that the general church set and paid the amount for
these expenses.29
The New Mexico investigating committee also saw Stewart as having “falsely
accused” the ministers of violating church law at the Oklahoma hearing. Smith
and Parker both claimed in their testimony at Stewart’s trial that this hearing
strictly adhered to church rules. Had he remained for his trial, Stewart could
have strongly challenged this claim. Present at Stewart’s hearing in Oklahoma
was an additional superintendent with no legal standing, Robert J. Smith. He
admitted that he “was not there due to any disciplinary regulation or rule of
any kind” but mainly because the presiding officer, Edwin Parker, “wished me
to be there.” Further, the committee, at Bishop Smith’s instruction, considered
incidents for which the statute of limitations had expired. Smith stated that he
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“waived” the law apparently without doubting his right to do so. Superintendent Parker admitted later that if the Oklahoma committee had considered an
earlier incident as part of an appeal, “we would have been in error, I am sure.” It
also appears that, in preparing for the hearing, Parker went beyond his authority. Church law stated that the superintendent was to “call the Committee of
Investigation . . . who shall carefully inquire into the case.” Only if the majority
found “reasonable ground” for an accusation then they “shall prepare and sign
the proper charges and specifications.” Parker, however, actively investigated
Stewart’s complaints and prepared at least a rough draft of possible findings.30
The New Mexico committee also reported that Stewart falsely accused
Parker of having district superintendents review Stewart’s complaints ahead of
the Oklahoma investigating committee. Stewart could have strongly questioned
Parker’s denial of this accusation. Parker, in fact, admitted that in a preliminary
meeting of the committee, on 19 December 1956, he “had asked some other District Superintendents . . . to sit in with me.” He argued that these other superintendents did not see the complaints until after the investigating committee
made its decision. Yet, they and the other superintendents who did not “sit in”
with Parker had some knowledge of Stewart’s allegations against Smith. They
published a statement saying: “We categorically deny the statements and complaints which Mr. Stewart has made. It is beneath the dignity of competent men
to consider them.” In his deposition for the civil trial Scrimshire admitted, “It
was the unanimous feeling of all the district superintendents from the entire
area, after seeing these accusations, that an investigation was not warranted.”31
The question still remains whether Stewart was legitimately guilty of
“unchristian tempers, words, or actions” and “imprudent or unministerial
conduct” when he made accusations against church leadership. Theoretically,
the jury could have decided that any or all of the specifications were accurate but still did not support the charges. Some twenty months after his trial
Stewart admitted having been “a bit rough and imprudent at times” and confessed to actions “when my blood pressure was up that I would not have done
in calmer moments.” He thus came close to confirming the first charge and
even applied to himself the term “imprudent” that appeared in the second. He
also noted the lack of “charity on both sides.” His prosecutor, Scrimshire, and
at least one of the witnesses against him, Parker, arguably more than matched
him in uncharitable words and actions when they signed the report of the
Oklahoma investigating committee. In fact the New Mexico Supreme Court
later deemed that report to be “libelous per se,” although “the occasion was
qualifiedly privileged.”32
The New Mexico Conference Committee of Investigation explicitly referred
to “unministerial conduct” only twice. In one case it used Stewart’s own words
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against him: he had said that if his charges against the bishop were not true, he
would be guilty of it. Where his accusations did not hold up, he thus admitted
in advance that the charges against him contained an element of truth. In the
other, however, the committee was on shakier ground. It labeled Stewart’s filing
of a libel suit against fellow minister Scrimshire as “unministerial conduct.” The
best Scrimshire could do to support this claim, after taking the witness stand
at the trial, was to opine, without giving details, that the evidence considered
by the Oklahoma hearing showed “gross unministerial conduct” and to appeal
erroneously to a law prohibiting going to civil court while an appeal from a
church trial was pending.33
The Investigating Committee came close to allowing the jurors to determine how its accusations showed unministerial conduct. Stewart’s going public with his complaints clearly disturbed some jurors, and it can be argued that
it was “unministerial” for Stewart to contact the newspapers before exhausting all remedies within the church. To claim, however, as did Charles Thigpen, pastor at First Methodist Church, Albuquerque, shortly after the trial,
that “his grievance could have been handled and would have been handled
through the church, in the proper channels” is rather disingenuous. Bishop
Smith intimated to Stewart, even before Stewart filed his complaints, how
matters would turn out if Stewart accused him of anything. “I hope beyond
expression,” Smith wrote, “that you will avail yourself of the opportunity to
ask that the Oklahoma Investigating Committee be called and have the courage to face me with all of the so called documented evidence you claim to
have. It will give me the first opportunity to brand you for what you are and
then send it to the public.”34
The Trial as a Window into Denominational Change
Stewart’s trial serves as a window into the redefinition of significant areas of the
mid-twentieth century Methodist Church. These include the role of bishops,
specifically the degree of unilateral power that they should have; the role of lay
persons in the church and the desire of many for “democratization”; and judicial procedure, which, despite over a century and half of gradual development,
lacked clarity at a number of places.
Episcopal Power

Bishop Smith was the dominant figure in the Stewart trial. His lengthy initial
testimony, not the report from the investigating committee, opened the case
against the minister. Scrimshire quickly thanked the bishop for “getting the
information that we needed before us and into the record.” The implication
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was clear: the bishop had spoken; nothing else needed to be said. The official
Committee of Investigation report entered the record only when the presiding
officer, Reed, requested that it be read. Smith was the last witness in the trial
as well, brought back to the stand by Scrimshire to explain a point of church
law. In between these two appearances, he testified again as an expert witness
on church law.35
Reverend Reed allowed Smith to comment on matters only vaguely related to
the charges against Stewart. The bishop went into detail on his efforts to be fair to
the minister. He had insisted on admitting Stewart to the New Mexico Conference
despite concerns about his health and “attitude.” He insisted that Stewart and his
wife be invited to a banquet when some ministers opposed. He refused to move
Stewart from St. John’s unless all his superintendents agreed to it. At one point he
had even opposed filing charges against Stewart. In fact Smith stated, “We have
leaned over a little farther with him than with any other Methodist preacher,”
implying that Stewart was ungrateful. Furthermore, Stewart should have brought
his concerns about love gifts to the bishop himself. Smith treated Stewart’s attempt
to take them to the Council of Bishops, only permissible if a bishop had sponsored his appearance, with disdain: “If we permit all of the cranks and nuts in the
world to come before the Council that have got something against some bishop, I
would have a line 100 miles long waiting to be heard.”36
Smith’s presence at Stewart’s trial reflected the strong episcopal leadership
style present in the early years of Methodism in the United States. This leadership style had continued in the Methodist Episcopal Church South from its
beginning in the 1840s until it reunited with the northern Methodist Episcopal Church in 1939. The southern church understood its bishops as equal in
power to the General Conference, whereas the northern church viewed bishops as subservient to the Conference. In contrast to Stewart, who grew up in
a congregation in western Pennsylvania, Smith was a product of the southern
church and was familiar with its powerful and often colorful bishops, who led
primarily with “personal charisma.” Smith had no difficulty following this charismatic and autocratic pattern. One historian of the episcopacy judged that he
“ran” his conferences “fairly but with an iron hand.” A fellow bishop described
him as “always in full command of the ship.” Homer Noley, an expert on Native
Americans in the Methodist Church who deeply appreciated the bishop’s strong
commitment to Indian work, recognized his general “reputation of being heavy
handed and tyrannical” and admitted “his extreme paternalism with respect to
Native American pastors.”37
In 1960 the Methodist General Conference, as a result of many petitions like
those sponsored by the LMDM, restricted episcopal power, requiring that bishops
could not supervise an area for longer than twelve years. This restriction became
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informally known as the Smith-Corson Rule, referring to bishops whose style of
leadership most clearly suggested the need for time limits. Slightly modified, the
rule exists in the denomination today, requiring that the Jurisdictional Conference approve a stay beyond eight years.38
Since the rule did not apply retroactively, Smith continued as bishop over
the same area until his retirement in 1968. In a major address at the Jurisdictional Conference of the same year, a leading layman declared the “‘Big Daddy’
image of someone making all the decisions for someone else . . . outdated,” and
called for “a clergy-lay relationship that will be . . . ‘Team Ministry’ rather than
the first order and secondary order relationship that exists at the present time.”39
The fact that a lay leader made an appeal to curb bishops’ power at a conference
that elects bishops strongly suggests that the denomination was giving serious
attention to not only reducing the power of its episcopal leaders, but also to augmenting that of its laity.
Lay Influence

Years before the “Big Daddy” speech, the Stewart trial provided a remarkable
example of the growing influence of the Methodist Church laity. Over a dozen
laypersons traveled more than 250 miles to testify on Stewart’s behalf at his trial.
Several belonged to the LMDM, and one of them, Imogene Scott, had challenged Bishop Smith directly when she wrote him about the possibility that
he might have received official travel reimbursement from two sources for the
same trip. As noted earlier, Harriet Nye soon corresponded with other bishops
about the perceived injustices of the Stewart trial.40
The LMDM had unsuccessfully petitioned the General Conference in 1956
to ban love offerings and to limit bishops’ tenure. Besides St. John’s and Central Churches, Asbury and Trinity Methodist Churches in Albuquerque and
the Methodist congregations at San Jon and Logan had also submitted petitions that year. Although official lay organizations in New Mexico and Oklahoma consistently expressed their confidence in the bishop, the LMDM was
part of the church-wide movement that successfully petitioned the General
Conference of 1960 to limit a bishop’s tenure over one area. The LMDM sent
sample petitions to congregations in New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, and
also to churches in California, Massachusetts, Mississippi, New Jersey, Ohio,
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. At the General Conference, the chairman of the
committee that recommended time limits on bishops reported that a “great
many memorials [petitions] have been coming in not only during this quadrennium but in preceding quadrennia.” One reason that he gave to support
the restrictions on bishops was to “limit the concentration of power which
frequently accumulates from long tenure.”41
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Such lay influence at the General Conference would have been completely unthinkable during the early history of the Methodist Episcopal Church
from the late eighteenth century to the mid-nineteenth century. The denomination grew rapidly during American westward expansion and laypersons,
like church leaders, played key roles at the local level under the supervision of
circuit-riding ministers. Yet, only clergy could become members of the decisive
policy-making bodies, the annual conferences and the General Conference. From
mid-nineteenth century on, the northern church and the new Methodist Episcopal Church South gradually came to recognize the validity of lay leadership that
had been a major factor in the formation of the Methodist Protestant Church in
the 1820s. When the three groups reunited in 1939, the new Methodist Church
allowed equal representation of both laity and clergy in the General Conference,
the annual conferences, and the newly established jurisdictional conferences.42
The LMDM went beyond deploring what it saw as “a continuing trend in our
church toward dictatorial use of ministerial authority” and set as one of its goals
“to encourage more democratic procedures” within the denomination. One of
its newsletters described two kinds of pastors: those who “believe their first loyalties are to the annual conference and its bishop,” even if it meant “covering” for
“materialism and exploitation by certain bishops,” and those who “believe in the
capabilities of the layman” and “allow Christian democracy to work.”43
Following the successful limitations of episcopal tenure at the General Conference in 1960, the LMDM faded away but the trend toward greater democratization that it represented continues unabated into the present day. Assignments
of pastors, for example, although still finalized by bishops, have required consultation with a lay committee in the local church since 1972. In 1976 church law
explicitly acknowledged that the process of appointment making could be “initiated” by this committee.44
By the 1980s lay presence at clergy trials had changed in a way that would
have been incomprehensible to Smith and many of his contemporaries. The
laypersons who accompanied Stewart were not allowed even to remain and
observe the trial. Their exclusion was part of the long-standing practice that
clergy tried other clergy in closed sessions. The New Mexico investigating
committee condemned Stewart’s wish for an open trial as “a violation of all
practice” of the denomination. Smith compared Methodist church trials to
closed Masonic meetings, and he explained to a reporter that Methodist trials were “secret and limited to the clergy.” By 1984, however, church law provided that, if the accused so requested, attendance at a trial could be open to
any member of the denomination. In 1988 this provision broadened: both the
person charged and the church counsel could open a trial to families of the
accused, the accuser, and to “other personally significant people.” As of 1992
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Figure 8. Lay supporters of
Reverend Stewart included
this cartoon in their scrapbook
describing his campaign against
love gifts. Photograph courtesy St.
John’s United Methodist Church,
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

a request by the person charged was enough to open a trial, and in 2012 the
denomination determined that every session of a trial “shall be open” except of
course for the jury deliberations.45
The role of lay people in the United Methodist Church has continued to
expand in other ways as well. In 1988 conference boards of ordained ministry
were required to include lay members, and later these laypersons received the
right to vote, except on matters of clergy “ordination, character, and conference
relations.” Through a complicated process of constitutional revision even this
restriction was removed several years later. By 1996 laypersons were added as
observers to the conference committees of investigation, and four years later
they became full members.46
Judicial Procedure

The Stewart trial also opened a window into the denomination’s judicial system. In addition to its closed nature, the trial and the process leading up to
it uncovered other questionable aspects of mid-twentieth-century church judicial practice. The clergy’s uncertain handling of church law was one major issue
underscored by Stewart’s trial. The problem appeared most clearly in the two
investigation committee meetings that dealt with Stewart. When he sent his
accusations against Bishop Smith to Oklahoma, Stewart failed to show how they
represented specific chargeable offenses. Similarly, the New Mexico committee
seldom directly connected charges and specifications as required by church law.
In 1980 the denomination determined that specifications must support chargeable offenses with references to “the time, place, and specifics of events alleged
to have taken place.” By 2000 church law required that “standing alone,” specifications “must allege a factual occurrence that, if found to be true, would support a finding of guilty on the related charge.”47
350

New Mexico Historical Review / Volume 90, Number 3, Summer 2015

Closely related to the misuse of church law was the apparent absence at the
trial, except for the presiding officer, of persons with legal training. The denomination began to remedy this problem in 1980 when the General Conference
specified that the assistant counsels for both the church and the accused could
be attorneys. In 1984 the General Conference allowed the presiding officer of a
trial to “have the Conference Chancellor [lawyer] or other counsel present for
the sole purpose of advice.” This provision changed in 1992 when the General
Conference specified that this legal counsel could not be the chancellor. Four
years later, the Conference approved the use of legal counsel by the investigating
committee for advisory purposes.48
As the trial played out, it raised broader questions about the fundamental fairness of church trials. Stewart’s supporters immediately referred to it as a “fiasco,”
and one supporter remembered it, much later, as a “kangaroo court.” Stewart
claimed shortly after the trial that some of the jurors wanted “the love offering game . . . stopped,” but there was no way they could convict Bishop Smith
because to do so “would mean only crumbs from the bishop’s table hereafter.”
Everyone involved, he said, “was under the bishop’s control”—Smith appointed
the trial judge, the bishop appointed the superintendents who selected the jury
pool, and the bishop made the pastoral appointments for the jurors.49
Stewart’s withdrawal from the trial, however, made it extremely difficult for
any juror to exercise objective judgment. If Stewart had remained at the trial
and taken advantage of the safeguards in place, the trial would have been less
unfair. He could have chosen counsel, possibly a clergyman from outside the
conference who was in no way beholden to the bishop. His counsel could have
challenged some of the prospective jurors whom Stewart thought supported
the bishop, could have objected to irrelevant testimony, and could have laid the
groundwork for a possible appeal.50
Although the denomination continues to require that juries for clergy trials
be composed only of other clergy, it has taken steps that reduce the possibility of
jury bias. In 1984 it specified that no one could serve as a juror who had been on
any committee that “considered the case” as it moved toward trial, and in 1992
it increased the jury pool to thirty-five. Also, in 1984 it eliminated the option
for the resident bishop to name as presiding officer someone whom the bishop
had appointed, and required that a bishop from another area be “designated” to
guide a trial. The denomination thus provided for interpretation of church law
at a trial by a relatively disinterested, yet experienced presiding officer.51
Even if Stewart had stayed and mounted a full-scale defense, the trial still
showcased the vagueness of some of the long-standing official chargeable
offenses, above all “unministerial conduct.” Almost from its first days, the Methodist movement in America had established that preachers could be tried for
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“improper conduct.” In a case strikingly similar to Stewart’s, a minister in Illinois, Daniel J. Snow, shortly before the Civil War, was found guilty of “unministerial and unchristian conduct.” He had sent “insulting and abusive letters”
to his superintendent and others. Despite this long history, the denomination
removed both of the broad charges—“unchristian conduct” and “unministerial
conduct”—from the list of chargeable offenses in 1980.52
Conclusion
Church law required Reed, as the presiding officer at the trial, to “deliver the
entire record” of Stewart’s trial to the Annual Conference secretary “for notation in its journal of the final disposition of the case.” Since the extant record
of Stewart’s trial is incomplete, there is no way of knowing exactly what Reed
handed over to the secretary, assuming that he fulfilled this responsibility. A
clear notation appears, however, in the official minutes of the New Mexico Conference in 1958 that Stewart’s membership in it was ended by “judicial procedure” on 29 April 1957.53
In addition there appeared in the Journal of the New Mexico Annual Conference
of 1958 an “investigating committee” report, which provided brief information
about what happened to the Committee of Investigation’s charges and stipulations. Read to the conference by Scrimshire, it was signed first by Willingham
as District Superintendent and second by Reed as the “Presiding Officer of the
Trial Court.” It reported Stewart’s expulsion “from the ministry and the membership” of the denomination by unanimous vote on “sixteen separate charges [sic]
. . . because of unministerial conduct.” Apparently the jury accepted that one of
the seventeen specifications was the result of a reporter’s error. The report further
stated that the trial was legally held in the proper venue, an annual conference
trial court, and was open to all ministers who were full members of the conference. It concluded by claiming that the reason for the report’s delay until 1958 was
that time had to be allowed for a possible appeal by Stewart.54
This report wrongly referred to the specifications as charges and failed to
state what happened to the first charge against Stewart, “unchristian tempers,
words, or actions.” It spent more space trying to answer criticism that had arisen
about the trial than describing the event itself. Since Scrimshire presented the
report and Willingham was its first signer, the last word to the annual conference about Stewart’s trial was primarily from those who had prepared the case
against him and prosecuted it.
However, the question may still be raised whether that last word from 1958
has to be the final word from the New Mexico Conference. In one sense, of
course, it is, since the trial verdict was not appealed and later efforts by the
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LMDM and by Stewart to re-open the case went nowhere. Yet, the Conference
has in its possession a substantial, although incomplete, trial record, and with
it the report of its Committee of Investigation in 1957 and sworn depositions by
Bishop Smith, Reverend Scrimshire, and the clergy who first ruled on Stewart’s
complaints in Oklahoma. The Conference could revisit the trial at any time.
Perhaps, the last word belongs to James J. Stewart—the open trials on which he
so stubbornly insisted are now standard procedure under United Methodist law,
and the charges no longer exist for which he was defrocked and expelled.
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Everybody’s Neighbor: Vivian Vance in New Mexico

•

Historias Pequeñas Series
D eborah C. S laney

V

ivian Roberta Jones, known as “Viv” to her friends and family, was
born on 26 July 1909 in Cherryvale, Kansas (fig. 1). A rebellious teenager, Vivian defied the wishes of her strictly Protestant mother, Mae,
by choosing a career in acting—a scandalous path for a young woman. This talented actress spent part of her adult life in New Mexico—Albuquerque, Santa
Fe, and Cubero—appeared regularly at the Albuquerque Little Theatre and the
KiMo Theatre. She eventually won her most endearing role as Ethel Mertz on
the TV situation comedy, I Love Lucy (1951–1957).
Most people recognize Vivian as a twentieth-century comedienne and popular culture icon, but fewer realize how connected she remained with the Land of
Enchantment throughout her long and fascinating career in theatre, television,
and film. Vivian returned frequently to New Mexico, giving of herself through
performances, charity work, and philanthropy. She felt a close connection to the
Little Theatre, her home venue, which remained a sentimental stage where she
periodically renewed her spirit and gave back to the people of Albuquerque. As
Deborah C. Slaney has served as curator of history at the Albuquerque Museum, Albuquerque, New Mexico, and Casa San Ysidro, Corrales, since 2001. Ms. Slaney holds a B.A. in
Southwestern Anthropology from the University of Arizona, and a Master of Liberal Studies/Museum Emphasis from the University of Oklahoma. This article could not have been
completed without the assistance of the following individuals and organizations: Albuquerque Museum, Albuquerque Little Theatre, Albuquerque Tribune, City of Albuquerque Planning Department, Maryellen Hennessy, and United Press International. Special thanks to Dr.
Durwood Ball, Willy Carleton, Patti Gonzales, Brianne Stein, and Robert Woltman for their
thoughtful input and edits. I am especially grateful to Vivian Vance’s sister, Lou Ann Graham,
for her encouragement and generosity.
Slaney / Everybody’s Neighbor

361

Figure 1. Venus and Vivian Jones,
Cherryvale, Kansas, 1913. Vivian is on
the right. Photograph courtesy Lou Ann
Graham.

she fulfilled her ambitions as an actress through stage performances in Albuquerque and elsewhere, Vivian displayed a willingness to absorb change that
allowed her to take full advantage of film and television opportunities. This article explores both her relationship to Albuquerque and her broader story in the
context of major historical events including the Great Depression, World War
II, and the rise of the theatre and television entertainment industries in both
national and local settings.1
The Jones family moved to Independence, Kansas, when Vivian was about
six years old, where Vivian’s father Robert opened the Jones Brothers Grocery.2
Upon graduating from Independence High School, Vivian Jones changed her
surname to Vance. Biographers relate that she renamed herself after folklorist
Vance Randolph, after a playwright suggested the name at a party held by Vivian’s speech and drama teacher, Anna Ingleman.3
Looking for work as an actress, Vivian landed a gig singing at the Crystal
City Amusement Park in Tulsa, Oklahoma. She then picked up acting parts in
tours of Broadway and Peggy Ann. Meanwhile, Vivian’s parents moved their
large family, which included Vivian’s brother and four sisters, to Albuquerque in
1928.4 Vivian’s father opened the R. A. Jones Grocery at 421–423 South Broadway Boulevard, on the northwest corner of Broadway Boulevard and Coal Avenue (figs. 2–3). The brick-fronted adobe grocery, known today as the historic
Broadway Market Building, was built and renovated between the 1890s and
1920s by the Tagliaferro family.5
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Figure 2. Robert A. Jones Grocery (Broadway Market Building), 2014. Photograph
courtesy author.

Figure 3. Interior of the R. A. Jones Grocery, c. 1930. Photograph courtesy Lou Ann Graham.
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Figure 4. Vivian and Joe Danneck’s apartment complex, 2014. Photograph courtesy author.

After Peggy Ann ended its run, Vivian’s acting prospects dried up. She had
recently married a young vaudeville performer and advance man named Joe
Danneck. The couple joined the Jones family in Albuquerque in 1929. They
rented an apartment in a brick complex at 422 East Coal Avenue (fig. 4), near
the R. A. Jones Grocery, to regroup and look for new opportunities.6
Vivian’s Duke City Debut
In Albuquerque Vivian soon found a job modeling clothes for a local dressmaker but in 1930, after Joe pulled a surprise disappearance, she defiantly
announced to her mother that she had landed a role in the racy vaudeville show
Cushman’s Revue playing weekends at the KiMo Theatre on Central Avenue.
Vivian’s sister Lou Ann Graham recalls: “I remember clearly going backstage
after the show to see Viv. I remember her beautiful dress, her beautiful hair, her
sweetness to me and the dressing room lights.”7 By then the Jones family had
rented a home at 409 Arno Street, SE, just a few blocks from the grocery (figs.
5–6), and Vivian moved in with them until Cushman’s Revue held its final Albuquerque appearance (fig. 7).8
Vivian’s popularity in Albuquerque exploded as a result of her bawdy performances in Cushman’s Revue, which featured comics, dancing, and scantily dressed
singers. “It was a cheap tabloid show that used to tour the South and Midwest,
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Left: Figure 5. Lou Ann Jones and Vivian
Danneck, 409 Arno Street, SE, 1929. Vivian
is on the right. Photograph courtesy Lou Ann
Graham.
Below: Figure 6. Jones family home on 409
Arno Street, SE, 2014. Photograph courtesy
author.

Left: Figure 7. Vivian outside the stage door
of the KiMo Theatre during Cushman’s Revue,
1930. Photograph courtesy Lou Ann Graham.
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Left: Figure 8. Vivian Vance, c. 1930.
Vivian Vance at Brooks Studio, c. 1930.
Brooks Collection, gift of Channell
Graham, courtesy Albuquerque Museum
Photoarchives, PA1978.153.
Below: Figure 9. Albuquerque Little
Theatre, c. 1940. Photograph by
Wyatt Davis, gift of John Airy, courtesy
Albuquerque Museum Photoarchives,
PA1982.180.84.

playing as an added attraction in movie houses,” Vivian recalled. But when the
vaudeville show moved on to venues in other states, so did Vivian. Life on the
road was dangerous and often miserable, full of nightmares and strangers in
unfamiliar towns. After being chased by a drunken lunatic in Butte, Montana,
Vivian had had enough, and she soon returned to Albuquerque to start over.
But through Cushman’s Revue, Vivian had learned not to give up.9
By 1931, as the United States fell into the depths of the Great Depression,
Vivian began showing real promise as an actress (fig. 8). Under the guidance
of Little Theatre director Kathryn Kennedy O’Connor, she appeared in the theatre company’s first two seasons. Supported by the Albuquerque (N.Mex.) Journal and local families, O’Connor held performances at the KiMo Theatre and
vacant downtown buildings, until the Works Progress Administration, a New
Deal public works program, funded construction of the Albuquerque Little
Theatre at 224 San Pasqual Avenue, NW, in 1936 (fig. 9). In between productions
366

New Mexico Historical Review / Volume 90, Number 3, Summer 2015

Figure 10. Cast of Rain, 1931. Vivian Vance (second from left) as Mrs. Davidson and Kathryn
Kennedy O’Connor as Sadie Thompson in Rain, KiMo Theatre, 1931. Gift of John Airy,
courtesy Albuquerque Museum Photoarchives, PA1982.180.86.

Vivian sang with Bernie May’s Big Band dance orchestra, billed as Vivian Vance
and the Golden Horn, at the University of New Mexico.10
As a stage director, O’Connor demanded hard work and professionalism.
Actors pulled extra duty as office assistants, makeup artists, and technicians, in
addition to onstage performances. Graham recalls: “Kathryn Kennedy O’Connor was an understudy for the lead in Rain in New York City. Having tuberculosis, she moved to Albuquerque. O’Connor was Vivian’s mentor; she was so
grateful and it changed her whole life.” O’Connor saw Vivian’s exceptional talent, and decided to help her launch her professional career.11
O’Connor was stunned with Vivian’s ability to make audiences relate to her
characters. The Little Theatre’s inaugural play, This Thing Called Love, featured
Vivian as a “fiery vamp,” for which she received high praise. During their next
production, The Cradle Song, the actress sported a black eye—meticulously covered with makeup—caused by a fall from a horse. For the season finale, Rain, Vivian played dowdy housewife Mrs. Davidson so realistically that she was barely
recognizable (fig. 10). By all accounts, Vivian was a force of nature on the stage.12
Vivian’s Albuquerque performances brought rave reviews. Convinced that
she had potential, O’Connor and the theatre held a benefit in 1932 by selling
tickets to The Trial of Mary Dugan. Critics observed, “Whether Vivian Vance
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can make good in New York will be decided next month, but the Albuquerque actress . . . showed that she can make good before a hometown audience.”
O’Connor confided to Vivian: “Your chance lies in comedy and character parts.
And I don’t think you’ll reach the top till you’re over forty. And then as a comedienne.” With the proceeds from The Trial of Mary Dugan, O’Connor sent Vivian to New York to audition for actress, director, and author Eva Le Gallienne,
one of the giants of the American stage.13
Vivian’s Big Break
Vivian lived frugally on her Little Theatre wages. She hitched a ride to New York,
rented a room with other eager ingénues for eleven dollars per week, and auditioned repeatedly in the same brown tweed suit. The actress’s early New York
auditions were nightmarish. Her first rejection notice read, “May we suggest
you immediately return home.” But Vivian was determined to make Albuquerque proud, so she made ends meet by singing in nightclubs and speakeasies.
Remarkably, she would forge a stage career in an American theatre industry
ravaged by and recovering from the Great Depression.14
Soon Vivian started landing chorus roles, eventually graduating to supporting roles in Hooray for What! (1937) with Ed Wynn, and Let’s Face It! (1941) with
Danny Kaye and Eve Arden. In Hooray for What! her name finally appeared
on the marquee of the Winter Garden Theatre. In Anything Goes! (1934) with
William Gaxton, Ethel Merman, and Victor Moore, and in Red Hot and Blue
(1936) with Jimmy Durante, Ethel Merman, and Bob Hope, Vivian served as
Ethel Merman’s understudy. “I was so lucky to work with the great ones while so
young—Gertrude Lawrence, Ed Wynn, other giants . . . I always tell a beginner
to stay in the wings when you come off stage, watch and learn from top stars.
Incorporate what they do; make it your own.”15 But the hard work caused mental
strain, her second marriage to musician George Koch was failing, and her quest
for stardom remained elusive.16
In between productions, Vivian returned to Albuquerque, reviving her roles
in Rain (1940), The Voice of the Turtle (1945, 1951), and others to great fanfare.
Vivian always felt that she owed a debt of gratitude to the people of Albuquerque for supporting her early career, and she returned often to appear at the Little
Theatre for free or for expenses only. However, even these performances generated their own stresses. On the opening night of Anna Christie (1941), stage fog
left the audience gasping for air, and the Albuquerque Fire Department had to
evacuate the theatre. Vivian worried through the early years of her career that
she would lose her voice or even suffer a nervous breakdown, as she did while
appearing in the production of The Voice of the Turtle in 1945.17
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Figure 11. Cast of Over Twenty-one, USO Tour, 1944. Photograph courtesy Lou Ann Graham.

The United Service Organization Tour
By the early 1940s, Vivian was living in New York with third husband Phil Ober,
a former advertising executive turned stage actor. Although she was unnerved
by constant air raid drills and feared that Germany would attack the United
States, Vivian signed up with Phil to tour with the cast of Over Twenty-one (1944)
with the United Service Organization in Algeria and Italy (fig. 11). They traveled
to each city via truck, playing two shows a day against a pinned-up backdrop,
their hastily assembled stage lit by the headlights of a Jeep. She recalled, “In
Naples, we were given one helmet of water per day and that had to be for everything.” To Vivian the difficulty of touring in Europe was negligible compared to
the deplorable conditions she witnessed others experiencing in war-torn European countries. The thought and sight of soldiers enduring land mines, bomb
blasts, and bullet wounds disturbed Vivian to the extreme. “I couldn’t get accustomed to it or hardened by the sights and smells of war,” she remembered. “I felt
anger beyond belief at the useless waste, to the point where it seemed certain my
mind would explode.”18
Now steadily employed in the entertainment industry, Vivian and Phil built
a small adobe ranch house on five acres of land in Cubero, west of Albuquerque
near Route 66. They bought the land from trader Phil Bibo and rancher Artie
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Bibo, members of one of the pioneer Jewish families in business and ranching
in New Mexico. Graham recalls: “Vivian loved the peace and beauty she felt
being there.”19 The couple also spent time at their Hillside Avenue home in Santa
Fe and at other family outings in New Mexico, attended opera and New Mexico Heart Association events, and immersed themselves in local culture.20 Even
after a move to Connecticut, her home was furnished with sentimental New
Mexican memorabilia.21
America’s Favorite Sidekick
Following The Cradle Will Rock (1947), Vivian moved to California to work on
film and theatre projects. While visiting the La Jolla Playhouse in 1951, Desilu
Studios producer Desi Arnaz watched Vivian’s inspiring performance as Olive
Lashbrook in Voice of the Turtle. Vivian later joked, “If I had realized that night
at the La Jolla that I would be trying out for a part in the number one TV show,
I would have been too nervous to go on the stage.”22
Convinced that she was perfect for the role of Ethel Mertz in I Love Lucy,
Arnaz brought Vivian into the studio for a surprise introduction to his wife and
star of the show, Lucille Ball. According to most accounts, Lucille was less than
enthusiastic. But Vivian threw all of her experience into the audition, convincing Lucille that she could wear a frumpy bathrobe, and aim sarcastic comments
at on-screen husband Fred Mertz (played by William Frawley) like a pro. She
remembered: “I never met Lucille until I walked on the Lucy set for the first
day’s rehearsal, but within fifteen minutes, I felt as if I had known her all my
life.” Still, Vivian was not convinced it was the best move. Vivian doubted the
logic of taking the role: “Take a full time job in a medium that didn’t amount
to anything? The strain involved wasn’t worth it. Besides, what could it lead to?
No series anything like this I Love Lucy had been successful so far.” In this role
acting opposite Ball, Vivian was a genuine pioneer, leading future actresses and
comediennes to supporting roles in television’s evolving sitcom genre following
World War II.23
Blessed with good looks, impeccable comedic timing, and a street-smart sense
of how to play to an audience, Vivian shone throughout the highly successful run
of I Love Lucy. In the episode, “Ethel’s Home Town” (1955), the foursome—Lucy
and Ricky Ricardo, and Ethel and Fred Mertz—visit Albuquerque and learn that
the whole town thinks Ethel, not Ricky, will star in an upcoming movie. Ethel
loves the attention and fails to correct anyone, so the Ricardos hatch a plot to
upstage her Albuquerque Little Theatre performance. Vivian uses her mother’s
name Mae as her middle name, and sings “Shortnin’ Bread” and “My Hero” at
the “Little Theater.”24 The episode showcased Vivian’s many stage talents and
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Figure 12. News clipping, “Vivian
Vance Wins TV Academy Award,”
1954. Photograph courtesy
Albuquerque (N.Mex.) Tribune,
United Press International, and Lou
Ann Graham.

brought brief if not enduring attention to the City of Albuquerque, for what was
probably the first time in television history.25
The episodes of I Love Lucy in 1953 brought Vivian an Academy of Television
Arts and Sciences (Emmy®) Award for Best Supporting Actress in a Series in
1954, with additional nominations in 1955, 1957, and 1958 (fig. 12).26 She recalled:
“I knew Desi and Lucille were screaming with excitement and everybody else
was turning around to look and applaud, but I didn’t hear a thing. The two of
them hoisted me to my feet and pushed me out of my chair.” The next day, Vivian received a telegram from O’Connor in Albuquerque reading, “Congratulations. I said you’d make it after forty.”27
Vivian detested being typecast as Lucille’s wisecracking sidekick for eternity, quipping: “When I die, there will be people who send Ethel flowers. I’ll
get to heaven and someone will say, ‘Hi, Ethel! I see you are still in re-runs.’”
But Lucille and Vivian’s close professional and working relationship endured.
Vivian may have preferred to become a star via theatre work, but I Love Lucy
secured Vivian’s place in television history. The show ended its run in 1957, but
Vivian’s TV roles continued in a series of specials including The Lucy-Desi Comedy Hour (1957–1960), The Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz Show (1962–1968), and The
Slaney / Everybody’s Neighbor

371

Lucy Show (1962–1968). In The Lucy Show, Vivian played America’s first television sitcom divorcée.28
Final Act
Vivian Vance left The Lucy Show in 1965 and migrated back into movies (The
Great Race, 1965) and Broadway (Don’t Drink the Water, 1966; My Daughter,
Your Son, 1969) when the stress of commuting from California to her home
in Connecticut increased. She also appeared in The Milton Berle Show and The
Ed Sullivan Show, and helped plan productions at the Albuquerque Little Theatre. In 1967 Vivian appeared in the Little Theatre’s premiere of Everybody’s Girl,
written by John Patrick specifically for the talented actress. In 1973, she moved
back to California with fourth husband John Dodds, an editor and publishing
executive. While recovering from breast cancer, Vivian picked up a Maxwell
House Coffee commercial and made appearances in Rhoda (1975), talk shows,
and game shows. Vivian made her final television appearance with Lucille on
the CBS special, Lucy Calls the President (1977). That same year, a stroke left the
comedienne partially paralyzed.
Vivian Vance passed away from bone cancer on 17 August 1979. Her last
weeks were spent with family who cared for her at home, and with Lucille who
paid her a heartfelt visit. Vivian’s family donated her treasured Emmy® to the
Albuquerque Little Theatre in her memory. She was posthumously honored
with a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 1991, and an Academy of Television Arts and Sciences Hall of Fame award in 2012. Family members still live
in the Albuquerque and Farmington areas. Lou Ann Graham also became an
actress, and performs in local theatre productions and comedy workshops.
Vivian never had children, but was a dedicated aunt to her nieces and nephews. In her senior years she loved helping mental health organizations and their
patients, spending time with her family on vacations and outings, and donating
time and funding to support the performing arts. She performed in benefits for
the Santa Fe County Mental Health chapter, promoted New Mexico tourism,
raised funds for the Little Theatre, and even purchased theatre memberships for
University of New Mexico drama students.
The story of Vivian Vance—a small-town girl who hit the big time, thanks to
the people of Albuquerque—reminds us to never give up on your life’s passion,
to appreciate those who help you get where you are, and to help others in need.
Her career spanned the Great Depression, Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal
programs, World War II, and the rise of the television entertainment industry
in the United States. In Albuquerque her efforts paralleled and influenced the
founding years of the Albuquerque Little Theatre and the burgeoning twentieth372
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century theatre and music scene. Vivian Vance’s life is a personal success story,
playing out in a century of hardship, conflict, change, and opportunity.
Notes
1. For a full biography of Vivian Vance, see Frank Castelluccio and Alvin Walker, The
Other Side of Ethel Mertz: The Life Story of Vivian Vance (Manchester: Knowledge, Ideas,
and Trends, 1998).
2. Ibid., 36–37. The family moved to Independence, Kansas around 1915.
3. Ibid., 43–50. Vance Randolph (1892–1990) was a famous folklorist who specialized
in Ozark folklore. Randolph published his first book in 1927; the same year Vivian left
Independence to start her acting career. However, according to Vivian’s youngest sister,
Lou Ann Graham, Vivian did not select her new last name after Vance Randolph; she
simply liked the name. Lou Ann Graham, personal communication with author, 2014.
4. Vivian Jones’s family included her parents Robert Andrew and Euphemia Mae
Ragan Jones, and her siblings Venus, Dorothy, Maxine, Robert, and Lou Ann. Castelluccio and Walker, The Other Side of Ethel Mertz, 29–38.
5. See historic plaque at the site, installed by the City of Albuquerque Planning
Department, indicating building construction dates. The Hudspeth Directory Company’s
Albuquerque City Directory for 1929, 1930, and 1931 list R. A. Jones as a grocer with the R.
A. Jones Grocery at 421–423 South Broadway Boulevard, and living at 409 Arno Street,
SE, from 1929–1930 and in Armijo from 1931–1932. In 1932 he is listed as a grocer at the
423 South Broadway address only. By 1933 he is listed as a trucker, living with Mae at 302
South Walter Street. In later years the family moved to various homes on Fourth Street,
La Vega Road, and Waldie Road. Graham, personal communication with author, 2014;
and Hudspeth’s Directory Company’s Albuquerque City Directory (Albuquerque: Hudspeth Directory Company, 1929:200; 1930:284; 1931:282, 460; 1932:248; and 1933:230). See
also Dr. William A. Dodge’s “National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form,” 2002, for additional architectural data on the R. A. Jones Grocery.
6. Castelluccio and Walker, The Other Side of Ethel Mertz, 58. The 1929 Hudspeth’s
Albuquerque directory lists a Mrs. Vivian Danneck, performer at the KiMo Theatre, living at “r.[room] 18, 422 E Coal Av.” Hudspeth’s Directory Company’s Albuquerque City
Directory, 1929:200.
7. Lou Ann Graham, Memories of My Big Sister Viv (Albuquerque, N.Mex.: Lou Ann
Graham, 2014). For details, visit http://vivianvancescrapbook.com.
8. The Hudspeth’s Albuquerque directory in 1930 lists a Miss Vivian Jones living at
409 South Arno Street, but in 1931 she is Miss Vivian Vance living at RFD (Rural Free
Delivery) Box 126, and working as a salesgirl at Rosenwald’s Department Store. Her
name disappears from the city directories in 1932. Hudspeth’s Directory Company’s Albuquerque City Directory, 1930:284; 1931:282, 460.
9. Castelluccio and Walker, The Other Side of Ethel Mertz, 59–61.
10. Obituary for Byrnes “Bernie” May, Albuquerque (N.Mex.) Journal, 22 April 2000.
11. Lou Ann Graham, personal communication with author, 2013; and Castelluccio
and Walker, The Other Side of Ethel Mertz, 71.
12. Ibid., 63–68.
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13. Ibid., 19, 75–76, 77.
14. Ibid., 82–83.
15. Jeanne Tro Williams, “Call Her Vivian, Forget About Ethel,” unidentified news
clipping in Lou Ann Graham, Viv’s Scrapbook (Albuquerque, N.Mex.: Lou Ann Graham,
2007). For details, visit http://vivianvancescrapbook.com.
16. Castelluccio and Walker, The Other Side of Ethel Mertz, 98–107.
17. Ibid., 307; and Graham, personal communication with author, 2013.
18. Castelluccio and Walker, The Other Side of Ethel Mertz, 144–45. Castelluccio and
Walker cite their quotation sources from the unpublished memoirs of Vivian Vance that
Serge Matt of San Francisco, California, granted by special permission.
19. Graham, Memories of My Big Sister Viv, 6–7. The property was eventually sold
back to a Bibo family member. The ranch house was destroyed, and the land is now part
of the Pueblo of Acoma. For details, visit http://vivianvancescrapbook.com.
20. See various newspaper articles including the Santa Fe New Mexican on 21 February 1967; the Albuquerque (N.Mex.) Journal on 5 April 1951; the Albuquerque (N.Mex.)
Tribune on 30 August 1962; and the New Mexico Magazine in June 1961, which describes
Vivian as a “one-woman Chamber of Commerce for New Mexico.” Albuquerque
Museum History Department research files.
21. Graham, personal communication with author, 2014; and Graham, Memories of
My Big Sister Viv, 15.
22. Bob Thomas, “Actress Scores Big Hit as Ethel in I Love Lucy,” 1952, unidentified
news clipping, in Graham, Viv’s Scrapbook.
23. Castelluccio and Walker, The Other Side of Ethel Mertz, 164.
24. To watch this episode, see http://everythinglucy.youns.com/lovelucy.asp?offset=112.
25. Long before “Ethel’s Home Town,” the movie industry featured Albuquerque in
numerous films including Indian Day School (1898) and Bombardier (1943).
26. “Vivian Vance Wins TV Academy Award,” Albuquerque (N.Mex.) Tribune, n.d.
(likely 1954) from Lou Ann Graham, Viv’s Scrapbook.
27. Castelluccio and Walker, The Other Side of Ethel Mertz, 191.
28. Ibid., 229–74.
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A Review Essay on The Life and Legends of Calamity Jane
G lenda R iley

•

On the Trail of Calamity Jane

D

uring the many years I have known Prof. Richard W. Etulain, he has
always had an interest in legendary western characters, notably Billy the
Kid and Calamity Jane. Etulain’s long tenure as Professor of History and
Director of the Center for the American West at the University of New Mexico
in Albuquerque afforded him the time and opportunity to pursue Billy, but not
so Calamity Jane. Billy is a hero writ large in New Mexico, but Jane’s story had to
be teased out beneath layers of fiction and myth strung from her birth in Mercer County, Missouri, in 1856 as Martha Jane Canary to her long-term hangout in
Deadwood, South Dakota, and environs. Etulain literally spent years researching

The Life and Legends of Calamity Jane. By Richard W. Etulain. The Oklahoma Western Biographies series. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2014. xviii + 382 pp. 61 halftones, essay
on sources, bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, isbn 978-0-8061-4632-4.)
Dr. Glenda L. Riley was the thirty-sixth president of the Western History Association, serving
from 1996 to 1997. Riley was the third female president of the organization. She earned a BA
from Western Reserve University (1960), an MA from Miami University in Ohio (1963), and
a PhD from Ohio State University (1967). Her dissertation, “From Chattel to Challenger: The
Public Image of the American Woman, 1828–1848,” was likely the first contemporary dissertation on the women’s movement toward feminism in the United States. Riley’s books include
Confronting Race: Women and Indians on the Frontier (2004); Taking Land, Breaking Land:
Women Colonizing the American West and Kenya, 1840–1940 (2003); Women and Nature:
Saving the “Wild” West (1999); The Life and Legacy of Annie Oakley (1994); A Place to Grow:
Women in the American West (1992); The Female Frontier: A Comparative View of Women on
the Prairie and the Plains (1989); Inventing the American Woman (1987); and Women and Indians on the Frontier (1984). She is currently the Alexander M. Bracken Professor Emeritus of
History at Ball State University.
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Jane in such places as the Denver Public Library (where I happened across him
one autumn afternoon), to the Mount Moriah Cemetery in Deadwood, where her
gravestone has a misspelled name and an incorrect birth date.
This is the kind of skewed identity that marked Canary throughout her life.
She was characterized as everything from a rogue to a stage performer. These
identities turned out to be passing phases in her life, while other stories were
patently untrue. She was said to be a friend, and perhaps lover, of Wild Bill
Hickok, and that he may have fathered her child. Yet she knew him for only a
month or so and got close to him only in death when she was buried near him
in the Deadwood graveyard. She is also rumored to have been friend and fellow
performer of Annie Oakley, star of Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild West extravaganza.
This also turned out to be a falsehood; there is no evidence that staid and meticulous Annie Oakley ever met the often frazzled and unkempt Canary, or that
Oakley would have chosen to become an acquaintance and colleague of hers if
they had met.
Canary did, however, have many of the personas attributed to her. Orphaned
at age eleven, she soon learned to support herself and her two siblings, work with
men, and drink heavily. By the time she reached the “hell on wheels” gold rush
town of Deadwood in 1876, she had gained, for unknown reasons, the nickname
Calamity Jane. During her Deadwood days, she worked at hotels, hog ranches
(brothels), dance halls, saloons, and perhaps even served as an unpaid military
scout. When the smallpox epidemic of 1878 occurred, she endeared herself to
the people of Deadwood by serving as a volunteer nurse; she was referred to as
an “angel of mercy.” During the 1890s, she traveled with the Kohl and Middleton
Dime Museum, presenting herself as a western character. She even sometimes
sold her ghostwritten autobiographical pamphlet, thus enlarging her own reputation as a Wild Woman of the Old West.
Along the way, Jane picked up several partners, one of whom she married
legally, and bore two children, all in an attempt to have a “normal” life. Etulain notes that she “ached” for such domestic propriety. He adds that she lived
a more organized, rational life when in a relationship than when on her own.
Unfortunately, her relationships mostly ended unpleasantly. She reverted to
what she knew—dance halls, saloons, and such; as so many lives are, hers was
determined by the past. According to Etulain, after she returned to Deadwood
in 1895, her life deteriorated into alcoholism and dissipation, even though her
husband, Clinton Burke, and her young daughter, Jesse, lived with her. Her
older child, a boy, had died. Early in 1896, Jane told a female interviewer that,
“I don’t care what they say ‘bout me, but I want my daughter to be honest an’
respectable” (p. 155). The interviewer concluded, like Etulain, that Calamity Jane
would have preferred to live the respectable life of a pioneer woman.
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Etulain turns next to the second section of the book, where he explores two
key questions: how did Calamity Jane’s story turn into what Etulain calls “purple
prose” and “stretchers,” and how much of it even borders on truth? For anyone
fascinated by legends and myths, these chapters are stellar. Etulain shows himself a master interpreter of types of western literature ranging from dime novels
to highly exaggerated newspaper accounts and even obituaries. The depth and
breadth of what he covers here is amazing. The good news is that he has prepared for publication a book-length annotated bibliography containing what is
surely every source pertaining to Calamity Jane for the University of Oklahoma
Press. Even if a reader is not interested directly in Calamity Jane, he or she will
find an outstanding model of how to compose such a bibliography.
In this second section, Etulain therefore sets out to show how Martha Canary
turned into a legend, as well as what is and is not accurate about her life. This
goal sits dramatically against the first section, where he has already given the
reader an accurate description of her life. In fact a close reading of the biography allows one to follow Etulain’s every point and, on occasion, to jump ahead
of him saying, “Ah, that’s not true.” Also, full citations are included so that readers may follow up on any specific piece of evidence that captures their attention.
When approaching the creators of Calamity Jane’s mythology, it is important to remember the role of the West in American culture and media during
roughly the last quarter of the nineteenth century. For some the “frontier” still
existed; historian Frederick Jackson Turner would later argue that its settlement stage closed in 1890. Before 1890 the West and its frontier were of sublime and everlasting interest not only to Americans, but to Europeans and those
living even farther afield. During this period, Buffalo Bill made a reputation
and a temporary fortune by touring his Wild West show around the eastern
United States, England, France, and other parts of Europe. Meanwhile, the press
spewed out pamphlet-sized novels, broadsides, special editions, and whatever
else it could imagine to capitalize on the current and compelling image of the
American West.
Etulain opens his second section with an analysis of the print media before
1890. Etulain says that the first important people in creating Calamity Jane were
“local and regional journalists and regional journalists of the northern interior
West” (p. 200). Ubiquitous and thrilling dime novels were especially influential—
sensationalism not only sold but gained subscribers; hyperbole sold even better. There were also eastern writers who did not want to be excluded from the
trend toward an exciting and marketable West. Finally, Calamity Jane was not
above adding to her story here and, in Etulain’s words, “replacing nondescript
happenings with sensational events” (p. 201). Many of the sixty-one photographs in this volume show that Jane was not a voluptuous woman or even a
Glenda Riley / On the Trail of Calamity Jane
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traditionally pretty one. But she knew how to play to the press. On the day she
first rode into Deadwood with Hickok she dressed in full buckskin regalia.
Later, she took to smoking a cigar and chewing snuff at the same time. When
the novelists and journalists finished adding their bits, she was a fascinating
heroine few could resist.
Little wonder that twentieth-century media, ranging from novels to films
and television, including adult westerns, borrowed from this tradition while
adding its own slants. Both Pete Dexter’s Deadwood (1986) and Larry McMurtry’s Buffalo Girls (2001) were popular novels that became films, but, according to Etulain, their characterizations of Calamity Jane lacked something. They
and others presented a “Gray Calamity,” that is, an ahistorical woman who is
not terribly compelling. A few have done better, Etulain says, especially James
McLaird, whose writings delve into the details of Jane’s life and set her story into
the context of such larger western myths as those revealed by Henry Nash Smith
and Kent L. Steckmesser.1
On top of everything, Etulain’s book is written in a lively style for general
readers and scholars alike. Rather than weighing down the text, his meticulous
research energizes and enlivens it. It is not only a revealing book about Calamity Jane’s life and legends, but also a consummate example of how to approach
other mythologized western figures.
Notes
1. James D. McLaird, Wild Bill Hickok and Calamity Jane: Deadwood Legends, South
Dakota Biography Series (Pierre: South Dakota Historical Society, 2008); James D.
McLaird, Calamity Jane: The Woman and the Legend (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 2011); Henry Nash Smith, Virgin Land: The American West as Symbol and Myth
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1950); and Kent L. Steckmesser, The Western Hero in History and Legend (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1965).
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Four Square Leagues: Pueblo Indian Land in New Mexico. By Malcolm
Ebright, Rick Hendricks, and Richard W. Hughes. (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 2014. x + 452 pp. Halftones, 12 line drawings, maps,
tables, appendixes, notes, glossary, works cited, index. $65.00 cloth, isbn
978-0-8263-5472.)
In a land beset by frequent tragedies, there are few greater tragedies than the
extensive loss of land grants in New Mexico history. Despite American promises
dating back to the Kearny Code of 1846 and the Protocol of Querétaro of 1848, 96
percent of all land grant confirmations were denied by American courts or commissions by the early twentieth century. Historians have studied the massive loss
of Spanish land grants in some detail. Much less attention has been given to the
complex fate of Pueblo land grants since the late seventeenth century. Four Square
Leagues: Pueblo Indian Land in New Mexico helps to correct this imbalance with a
major contribution to the study of New Mexico history.
Few historians are better qualified to write a book on Indian land grants than
the award-winning authors of Four Square Leagues. Rick Hendricks is the New
Mexico State Historian and one of the country’s leading authorities on Spanish
colonial history and land grant issues. Attorney Malcolm Ebright is the director of the Center of Land Grant Studies and the author of many relevant works,
including Land Grants and Law Suits in Northern New Mexico (1994). With
forty-four years of practice in the field, Santa Fe attorney Richard W. Hughes is
recognized as among the foremost experts on Indian law in the Southwest.
Four Square Leagues addresses four main aspects of Indian land grants in
central and northern New Mexico. First, the authors consider the use of the
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379

“mysterious Indian league” employed to measure Pueblo grants to equal 17,350
acres each (p. vii). Next, the book focuses on the Pueblo reaction to the transition from Spanish to Mexican sovereignty after Mexican independence in 1821.
The book’s third goal is to study the fundamental changes to Pueblo land status
with the coming of New Mexico statehood in 1912. Finally, the book examines
the Pueblo Lands Act of 1924, passed in opposition to the notoriously unfair
Bursum Bill.
Hendricks, Ebright, and Hughes have achieved their four goals with one or
more chapters devoted to each purpose. Using legal documents and court cases
found in libraries and archives as near as Santa Fe and as distant as Mexico City
and Spain, the authors tell the “story of Pueblo resilience and cultural survival
in the face of repeated and persistent efforts by non-Indians to encroach on
Pueblo land” (p. 325).
The greatest strengths of Four Square Leagues are its thorough documentation, excellent maps, and remarkable case studies of seven Pueblo land grants,
dating from Spanish colonial times to the recent past: Santa Ana, Picuris, Sandia, Santa Clara, Cochiti, Jemez, and Taos. The University of New Mexico
Press has done its usual fine work, publishing a book that is destined to be a
classic in New Mexico historiography. Four Square Leagues is not the definitive study of Pueblo land grants (hardly the authors’ intent), but it is a superior treatment of a vitally important, highly relevant subject in New Mexico’s
past—and present.
Richard Melzer
University of New Mexico, Valencia

Enduring Acequias: Wisdom of the Land, Knowledge of the Water. By Juan
Estevan Arellano. Querencias Series. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 2014. xi + 220 pp. 24 halftones, notes on sources, index. $24.95 paper,
isbn 978-0-8263-5507-2.)
Once again Juan Estevan Arellano unravels the world of agriculture, land,
and water for his readers in this, his fifth book. Indeed, Arellano previously compiled and translated into English Obra de Agricultura (Treatise on
Agriculture), the first book in Spanish about agriculture, written in 1513 by
Gabriel Alonso de Herrera and considered by many to be the “father of Spanish agriculture.” Life-long farmer, poet, writer, philosopher, and, above all, a
researcher of Hispano history as it relates to land and water in northern New
Mexico, Arellano can trace his ancestry to the very beginning of Spanish civilization in our state.
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Although this book primarily focuses on acequias, his opening chapter,
“Sacred Water,” provides a broad perspective of arid landscapes around the
world and how inhabitants of the land have continued to collect and bring water
to their fields. Among many other revelations, the text points out that what we
call today El Camino Real was also once known as “Camino de Agua”—the
water road.
The Moorish heritage of agriculture and water management, particularly
during the period when Spain was ruled by Muslims between 711 and 1492, is
emphasized throughout Enduring Acequias. Indeed, Arellano informs us that
“One of the most neglected aspects of northern New Mexico history is the influence of the Arab world” (p. 166).
The meat of this book assuredly pertains to acequias (open-air communal
irrigation canals) that were first dug here by Juan de Oñate’s colonists in 1598.
By the time of the Pueblo Revolt in 1680, nearly twenty-three acequias had been
constructed by the colonists. Today every small community in northern New
Mexico is defined by its “acequia madre” (mother ditch). With some phraseology in Spanish, the book details the strong connection between acequias and
Spanish land grants with focus on the Embudo Land Grant, where Arellano
has lived all his life. He states that, “all my knowledge of acequias comes from
lifelong experience as a small farmer in Embudo. It hasn’t come from books,”—
although I personally know for a fact that he was extremely well read (p. 151).
In making a strong case for preserving acequia irrigation systems, Arellano
laments many recent changes in farming techniques that have resulted in a loss
of useful wild plants that formerly grew alongside acequias and were harvested
by families for the table. Among the undesirable modifications, he cites the use
of pesticides and replacing flood irrigation with drip systems that deprive useful
wild plants of water. The book concludes with the author’s thoughts on measures
that should be taken to ensure the conservation of our agricultural landscape.
What a tragedy to have to end this review on a terribly sad note: Juan Estevan
Arellano died at age sixty-seven on 19 October 2014, just a few months after the
publication of Enduring Acequias. Northern New Mexico has lost a towering
figure and one of its staunchest champions. I have lost a colleague and friend.
William W. Dunmire
University of New Mexico
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Range Wars: The Environmental Contest for White Sands Missile Range. By
Ryan H. Edgington. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2014. xiii + 268 pp.
13 halftones, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $70.00 cloth, isbn 978-0-80323844-2, $30.00 paper, isbn 978-0-8032-5535-7.)
Historian C. L. Sonnichsen called the Borderlands of south central New Mexico
the “Last of the Frontier West,” a fearsome desert where “the only creatures who
sleep with both eyes closed are dead” (C. L. Sonnichsen, Tularosa: Last of the
Frontier West. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1980, p. 3). Home
to warring Apaches, cattle rustlers, and rogue lawmen, this “frontier” died in
a cataclysmic explosion on 16 July 1945 when the first atomic bomb was detonated at a site code-named “Trinity” in the White Sands Proving Ground near
Alamogordo. As depicted in Ryan H. Edgington’s history of modern-day White
Sands, a new kind of frontier emerged from the blast. Never mind that it is still
sparsely populated, bereft of moisture, and hazardous to unwary strangers. Edgington makes the case that the White Sands missile range and its environs comprise a seriously undervalued region, “A place largely overlooked in Cold War
historiography” or relegated with other nuclear test sites to a “dead west”; rather,
he contends that, “White Sands was an origin of ecosystem science [and] the
birthplace of the American space program” (pp. 2, 6).
Scientists captured their first images of the earth’s curvature from rockets
fired from the missile range, while the military and scientific installations that
grew up around the test site added $200 million to the regional economy. Most
surprising are the environmental benefits of the range cited by Edgington. In
the vast open spaces where errant missiles fall to earth and human entry is
barred, wildlife has flourished as never before. The missile range, writes Edgington, has become a safe harbor for endangered bighorn sheep, Northern Aplomado falcons, and a variety of other imperiled species, recasting the national
security state with its arsenal of destruction as a defender of the natural world.
Edgington does not overlook the human sacrifice involved in the creation
of White Sands—the extirpation of private ranches and rural communities that
began with an executive order in 1942 forcing dozens of families to abandon
their homes and cutting off their access to more than one million acres of public range land. He dutifully recounts the bitter fight for just compensation by the
ranchers, though he points out they never owned most of the range where their
livestock grazed. It was always federal land.
Regional historians are like entomologists who discover vibrant life forms
in obscure, seemingly moribund places. Edgington’s profile of White Sands has
skillfully depicted the vibrancy of a region known to Spanish explorers as Jornada del Muerto, the Walk of the Dead (p. 6). Unfortunately, Edgington fails to
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acknowledge the plight of people who are still on that path. They are the “downwinders” who blame decades of illnesses and deaths on radioactive fallout from
the 1945 nuclear blast. The most lethal ingredients of that fallout may remain
toxic for thousands of years, long enough for the downwinders to finally win
compensation for their suffering and for historians less sanguine than Edgington to have the last word on the “dead west.”
Frank Clifford
Los Angeles Times

Recognizing Heritage: The Politics of Multiculturalism in New Mexico. By
Thomas H. Guthrie. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2013. xvii + 317 pp.
26 halftones, line drawings, map, appendix, notes, references, index. $70.00
cloth, isbn 978-0-8032-4610-2, $35.00 paper, isbn 978-0-8032-4979-0.)
In Recognizing Heritage, Thomas H. Guthrie explains relationships between New
Mexico’s colonial heritage and multiculturalism. Among contemporary topics,
Guthrie deftly discusses the historical evolution, restoration, and uses of the Palace of the Governors in Santa Fe. He specifically explores the portal program as an
expression of multiculturalism, which exclusively allows Native Americans to sell
their artwork at the Palace of the Governors. Opponents decry the authenticity of
the practice that, historically, never existed, and its unfairness to other vendors.
On a multicultural level, the Museum of New Mexico defends the portal program
as an educational opportunity that goes beyond commercial interests.
Guthrie examines the Hispanic side of multiculturalism against the backdrop of the 400th Anniversary of New Mexico’s settlement in 1598. Although
he diligently compiled various modern-day opinions about Spain’s expansion
into New Mexico, his approach to the subject is less than impressive, as his analyses of historical issues fall short of a balanced story. Indeed, the research is
perhaps not the strongest element of the book. The author presents quotations,
such as, “Isn’t the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo really people whining about
land taken unlawfully—people who took land themselves? We have little or
no sympathy there,” without adequately analyzing or addressing them (p. 155).
Although Guthrie maintains that multiculturalism includes the broader American society and its heritage, his discussion of the role of American history in
this study is somewhat lacking. A multifactor analysis could have included, for
balance, American history highlights about pivotal events between the founding of Jamestown (1607) and Wounded Knee (1890).
Guthrie summarizes the National Park Service’s (NPS) role in creating the
Northern Rio Grande National Heritage Area (NRGNHA). He assumes that
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Hispanics in the NRGNHA sought federal affirmation of their history and culture and were given approval by the NPS and politicians to do so in order to bring
their heritage into the fold. Overall, Guthrie does not adequately consider other
local and national factors at play. For example NPS already has Spanish colonial heritage sites and historic trails throughout the nation that address the Hispanic/Latino heritage. Since the 1960s, the Chicano Movement evolved into a
twenty-first century clarion call for the preservation of Latino heritage across the
nation. The quest by Hispanics to tell their own history as part of the national
narrative is not necessarily driven by multicultural agendas. It includes historical
processes and antecedents such as resistencia, or cultural resistance, which emanated from the nineteenth-century Anglo American occupation of the Southwest.
Cultural resistance largely explains the retention of the Spanish language, traditions, folklore, religion, and history, despite pressures from the dominant society
to abandon them. Similarly, Native Americans support indigenization, a global
movement of Native peoples that may explain the recent move to rename Pueblo
towns to their pre-Spanish names and reveal their heritage on their own terms.
Guthrie’s book raises more questions than it answers, but opens the way for a
frank discussion of multiculturalism in New Mexico and Latino American heritage as a part of our national story. To that end, this book is recommended for
classroom use.
Joseph P. Sánchez
Director, Spanish Colonial Research Center
University of New Mexico

Father of Route 66: The Story of Cy Avery. By Susan Croce Kelly. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 2014. xv + 272 pp. 21 halftones, maps, notes,
bibliography, index. $24.95 cloth, isbn 978-0-8061-4499-3.)
Father of Route 66: The Story of Cy Avery is a detailed biography of Oklahoma
businessman Cy Avery (1871–1963) with a focus on his pivotal role in the creation of the U.S. highway system and U.S. Highway 66. A native of Pennsylvania, Avery moved with his family to rural Oklahoma in 1884. He ended up
prospering there and eventually moved to Tulsa, where he played a significant
role in the development of the oil-rich town. Susan Croce Kelly describes Avery
as a businessman, civil servant, and local booster whose influence reached the
national level with his involvement in highways.
In the 1910s, he joined the growing “good roads movement” as it was just
getting under way and successfully promoted the construction of paved highways in Oklahoma. In 1925 Avery was appointed to a national highway board
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charged with choosing the numbers assigned to individual routes within a new
national system of highways and used his position to route as many major highways through Oklahoma as possible. An unsuccessful battle between Avery and
the governors of Virginia and Kentucky over road numbering led to the designation of the proposed highway from Chicago to Los Angeles as Route 66
instead of the more prestigious Route 60.
Detailed and well written, the book places Cy Avery in the context of the
early and mid-twentieth century and the culture and history of Oklahoma.
It describes his involvement in farming, road building and promotion, creating Tulsa’s first waterworks, its first municipal airport and, most importantly,
the planning and marketing of Route 66. At times the book presents excessive
detail, such as the numerous descriptions of good roads picnics and meetings
Avery attended throughout his career, and his dealings with a host of tangential
politicians and highway officials who are difficult to keep up with.
Avery was the kind of fair-dealing public official and promoter we would all
like to have in office, and his life was mostly successful and stable, which makes
the book more of an interesting history of the period and the road than a fascinating biography. With the exception of his opposition to the Ku Klux Klan in
the 1920s and some relief efforts he undertook after the infamous 1921 Tulsa race
riot and during the Great Depression, Avery seemed to lack a vision that went
beyond business and the special interests of Tulsa and road building. Although
forward thinking, he represents practicality but not a truly idealistic, imaginative, or altruistic worldview. The author successfully makes the argument that
Avery had a significant role in making Route 66 an international sensation, but
also credits “migrants in the 1930s, millions of soldiers during World War II,
postwar vacationers, novelist John Steinbeck, songwriter Bobby Troup, and legendary crooner Nat King Cole” (pp. 193–94).
Factual and well researched, the book will interest those fascinated with the
history of Route 66, American highways generally, and Oklahoma history.
Peter B. Dedek
Texas State University

Constructing Community: The Archaeology of Early Villages in Central New
Mexico. By Alison E. Rautman. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2014. xvii
+ 284 pp. Line drawings, 11 maps, 20 tables, references cited, index, about the
author. $60.00 cloth, isbn 978-0-8165-3069-4.)
The study of community organization has long been a central concern of archaeologists of the Southwest, resulting in a voluminous literature that illustrates
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both the allure and complexity of this anthropological concept. Alison Rautman’s Constructing Community contributes to this literature through an analysis of Ancestral Pueblo settlements in the Salinas area ranging from the small
pithouse villages built circa ad 600 to the massive Tiwa, Piro, and Tompiro
pueblos founded in the fourteenth century and later encountered by Spanish
conquistadors and missionaries. Best known as the location of Salinas Pueblo
Missions National Monument, the Salinas region has received little archaeological attention in comparison to other parts of the Southwest. Rautman’s book
provides an accessible and needed summary of Salinas archaeology, particularly for the era prior to the founding of the historically documented pueblos. The slow, steady growth of ancient populations in the Salinas area during
this period, coupled with a lack of evidence for major episodes of interregional
migration, contrasts sharply with other areas of the Southwest where ancient
population booms and busts and resulting migrations were more common. As
a result, Rautman can focus more closely on local factors and their role in community transformations, making the case that Salinas archaeology is a useful
foil for thinking about Ancestral Pueblo communities more broadly.
The book begins with a discussion of how archaeologists make inferences
about social organization and interaction within sites that contain evidence for
multiple, small-scale social units living in close proximity to one another. Some
might view the emphasis on detailed analyses of particular sites, rather than
the wider local and regional social context within which the ancient residents
of those sites existed, as a shortcoming of Rautman’s approach to community.
She acknowledges this issue, but notes her exploration of regional interactions
is limited by the lack of detail in the extant Salinas archaeological record, especially in terms of archaeological survey coverage. Her analysis of a series of
excavated villages nonetheless provides an opportunity to revisit interpretations
of site-level variation in social organization and interaction that have often been
taken for granted in recent Southwest archaeology.
The main contribution of the book is a chronological tour of what Rautman’s and other excavations tell us about changes in household and site-level
social organization as Salinas residents adopted new forms of architecture and
settlement patterns in response to shifts in subsistence, mobility, and conflict.
She does an excellent job of walking the reader through the basics of archaeological interpretation, although in places a more quantitative approach might
have yielded stronger inferences. During the latter portion of the book, Rautman pays close attention to the role of violence in shaping village organization
in the 1300s, but an examination of the factors leading to conflict at that particular time could have been more thoroughly explored. Overall, Constructing
Community ably examines an alternative trajectory in the development of early
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villages in the Ancestral Pueblo world and raises a number of new research
questions for the Salinas region and beyond.
Gregson Schachner
University of California, Los Angeles

Spanish Colonial Lives: Documents from the Spanish Colonial Archives of New
Mexico, 1705–1774. Edited by Linda Tigges. Translated by J. Richard Salazar.
(Santa Fe, N.Mex.: Sunstone Press, 2013. 694 pp. Maps, glossary, appendix,
bibliography, index. $45.00 paper, isbn 978-0-86534-971-1.)
Spanish Colonial Lives features transcriptions and translations of fifty-four documents from the Spanish colonial archives dating from 1705 to 1774. This falls
largely between the death of Gov. Diego de Vargas and the governorship of Juan
Bautista de Anza. Many of the documents come from the second volume of
Ralph Emerson Twitchell’s Spanish Archives of New Mexico (2008). Editor Linda
Tigges explains that she selected the sources in the collection to provide examples of everyday lives (p. 9). These reflect the hardships that residents of the
province of New Mexico faced. After a historical introduction, Tigges provides
a synopsis of each document followed by an English translation by J. Richard
Salazar and a transcription of the original Spanish source.
The majority of the documents concern economic issues, some involving interactions between various groups—Spaniards, Pueblos, genízaros, and
nomadic Indians. Documents 29 and 30 describe disputes between Albuquerque residents and successive governors over trade restrictions. In Document 40,
Gov. Tomás Vélez Cachupín adjudicates a contract dispute, stating the rights of
each party and providing remedies to resolve the dispute. Several documents
refer to issues regarding the use or maintenance of acequias (Docs. 23, 33, and
35). In Document 35, Gov. Joachín Codallos y Rabal orders residents to clean,
clear, and redirect the acequias madres of Santa Fe to improve their flow. He
threatens to fine those who refuse to participate.
Other documents pertain to legal, religious, or military issues and describe
various perils experienced by those who lived in the kingdom of New Mexico.
Document 9 describes how a caravan from El Paso survived an Apache ambush.
The settlers, with a small military escort, had stopped at the El Muerto watering hole while crossing the desert-like Jornada del Muerto. Two animals were
killed, but after a short skirmish, the convoy continued on to Santa Fe. Several of the soldiers testified to the attack in Santa Fe, providing several written
accounts of the incident. Document 53 describes an investigation of flood damage caused by the Rio Santa Fe and the Rio Chiquito in 1767 by the governor,
religious leaders, and notable citizens.
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Spanish Colonial Lives also includes twenty-one illustrations, and seven maps
(two reproductions and five new ones) that show New Mexico in the eighteenth
century. Tigges and Salazar also provide a glossary that defines technical terms
found in the documents. The collection includes biographical footnotes that
correspond to the first time a person’s name appears. An index has subject matter entries, place names, but most noticeably, the names of individuals found in
the fifty-four sources. Genealogists will particularly find the collection useful.
The transcriptions have the abbreviations spelled out and Salazar’s translations
are clear, making Spanish Colonial Lives suitable for undergraduate courses and
graduate study.
Scholars interested in the northern frontiers of Nueva España, Bourbon-era
Latin America, or the U.S. West will find this collection valuable, as it provides
insights to the quotidian hardships nuevomexicanos faced in the first three
quarters of the eighteenth century.
James E. Dory-Garduño
Dory-Garduño Law Firm

The Horrell Wars: Feuding in Texas and New Mexico. By David Johnson.
Forward by Bill O’Neal. A. C. Green Series, no. 15. (Denton, University of
North Texas Press, 2014. xviii + 249 pp. 20 halftones, appendixes, endnotes,
selected works consulted, index. $24.95 cloth, isbn 978-1-57441-550-6.)
The post–Civil War Southwest—rife with Reconstruction antagonisms, multiple Native conflicts, ethnic divisions between nuevomexicanos and Anglos, and
often compromised criminal justice systems—was a hotbed for potential, and
often realized, violence. Among the many who navigated this cauldron were the
Horrells, a large extended family that floated between Texas and New Mexico
during the 1870s.
By many accounts, the Horrells have gone down in history as trouble-making,
violence-prone losers, a family who was nearly wiped out in a final feud against
the Higgins clan and their supporters. In The Horrell Wars, David Johnson
provides a well-documented overview of the Horrell family that includes a
detailed outline of where they came from, who they married, and their resulting offspring. After introducing the family, Johnson describes the various
conflicts the family became embroiled in and their outcomes. In the process,
he challenges the prevailing view of the Horrells. In Johnson’s perspective, it
was not always their fault, and although they ultimately paid a high price in
lives during these conflicts, they often and effectively fought back.
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One of the challenges of narrating these internecine feuds is the conflicting historical documentation of events that historians must wade through to
find some sort of objective truth. Johnson does a fine job of digging through
resources ranging from military reports, court records, newspaper accounts
(which are notoriously problematic), and interviews. When faced with conflicting details, he presents the evidence for the reader to decide and, when possible,
forms a conclusion based on the available sources.
This book is an excellent overview of not only the Horrells, but of the time
and place in which they lived. On one occasion they became embroiled in a
war with nuevomexicanos in Lincoln, New Mexico, that bordered on a feud of
extermination. Johnson downplays the ethnic/racial overtones of this particular episode, arguing that events rather than ethnicity were more important in
driving the violence. Nonetheless, this type of violence between Hispanos and
Anglos was fairly common as both groups sorted out issues over land and political control. This feud’s overtones of ethnic division and the readiness of the
participants to resort to deadly violence would set the stage for the far more
notorious Lincoln County War.
Overall, this is a compelling, complicated, and often tragic history of a family who often looked for trouble and found it or, despite their best efforts, trouble still managed to find them. At times this was due to their reputation, as
described in the final chapter, which documents how Matt and Tom Horrell
were brutally gunned down in 1879 while being held in a Meridian, Texas, jail
for a crime they in all likelihood did not commit. At other times, however, trouble found the Horrells due to the unsavory company they kept.
Besides being a fascinating narrative set in the Southwest, the book provides
numerous photos of the participants and useful appendixes—including one that
helps the reader keep the cast of Horrell characters and their relations to each
other straight, an admirable task alone.
Paul T. Hietter
Mesa Community College

Viewing the Ancestors: Perceptions of the Anaasází, Mokwič, and Hisatsinom.
By Robert S. McPherson. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2014.
xiii + 242 pp. 21 halftones, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth, isbn
978-0-8061-4429-0.)
Robert McPherson is a professor at Utah State University’s Blanding Campus,
where almost two-thirds of the students are Native American, mostly Navajo.
Ten of McPherson’s fifteen books are on Navajo themes—biographies, Native
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American studies, histories, and ethnohistories. Viewing the Ancestors is far
more ethnological than historical; indeed, his theme and his arguments would
be right at home in cultural anthropology.
His title may baffle most readers: Anaasází is Navajo; Mokwič is Ute; and
Hisatsinom is Hopi—the three major tribes in the Four Corners region. His
book surveys differing ways these three groups “view the ancestors”—that is, the
ancient ruins that dot their lands. McPherson’s emphasis is clearly on Navajo,
with far more material devoted to this group than on the Ute and Hopi. His
sources include published anthropological and historical accounts, and interviews with many Native people, almost all of whom spoke as individuals and
not official representatives of their tribes—an important distinction.
The Navajo (Diné) Nation is the largest in area and second largest in numbers of all American tribes. The Nation covers northeastern Arizona, northwestern New Mexico, and a bit of southeastern Utah. Navajo traditional lands
no longer within the reservation extend well into southwestern Colorado. This
is the Four Corners country, famed for its ruins: Mesa Verde, Chaco Canyon,
and thousands of other picturesque sites to lure hikers, photographers, and
archaeologists.
McPherson shows us, anecdotally, the meaning of these ruins to the aboriginal peoples. For Hopi, they are Hisatsinom, ancestors of Hopi and other Pueblo
peoples—but not ancestors of Navajos. For Utes, they are Mokwič, non-Utes.
For Navajos, it is complicated. Anaasází (commonly spelled Anasazi) is, so to
speak, a bone of contention among the Navajo, and between the Navajo and
the Hopi, and the Navajo and the archaeologists. Archaeologists and historians have long assumed that the Four Corners ruins were “ancestral Puebloan”
(a term used today in preference to Anasazi), because Navajo migrated into the
Four Corners centuries after the ruined villages were deserted. New data suggest that the Navajo may have arrived much earlier; McPherson summarizes
current scientific arguments and for these and other reasons urges archaeologists and historians to take seriously Navajo views.
But which views? Navajos themselves—three hundred thousand individuals in ninety separate clans—show a wide range of opinions, as McPherson
documents in interviews. Some Navajo call the Anaasází “ancient strangers/
enemies” (dangerous, then and now); others think the Navajo interacted with
Anaasází in a type of multicultural society; still others claim Anaasází were
actual ancestors. These ideas are situational and evolving; nothing is set in
stone—until now. While reading this book, I met with the Navajo Nation Tribal
Historic Preservation Officer (THPO). The THPO announced that, henceforth,
it will be Navajo Nation policy that all Anaasází ruins under Navajo jurisdiction
are to be declared ancestral to Navajo, and that Pueblo-friendly terms such as
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Hisatsinom or “Ancestral Pueblo” are henceforth forbidden. McPherson wants
historians and archaeologists to take Navajo claims seriously, and the Navajo
THPO indeed made it so. But, I think, the Hopi would disagree.
Stephen H. Lekson
Museum of Natural History
University of Colorado, Boulder

Debating American Identity: Southwestern Statehood and Mexican Immigration.
By Linda C. Noel. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2014. xiii +
246 pp. Notes, bibliography, index, about the author. $55.00 cloth, isbn
978-0-8165-3045-8.)
Linda C. Noel’s Debating American Identity is a unique perspective on immigration in the U.S. Southwest that introduces the employment of marginalization
and pluralistic approaches in addition to the typical exclusionist and assimilationist arguments common to this debate. Her book focuses on “four national
debates over statehood and immigration during the first third of the twentieth century,” and each of these debates comprises one section of this four-part
book (p. 5). In Part I, “The Late Territorial Years: 1898–1912,” Noel highlights the
four basic strategies utilized to deal with immigration: exclusion, assimilation,
pluralism, and marginalization. Utilizing the statehood struggles of New Mexico and Arizona, she effectively argues that people of Mexican descent in New
Mexico maintained positions of power partly due to their economic and social
standing, as well as their longevity in the region. People of Mexican descent in
Arizona did not establish the powerful economic bases that nuevomexicanos
had, and therefore faced different circumstances upon attempting statehood,
particularly exclusion and, later, marginalization (pp. 30–37). In the end, both
territories fought for statehood, but exclusionist attitudes that people of Mexican descent were “unfit” for a mostly “pure, white, and Anglo-Saxon nation”
prevailed (p. 15). Thus, statehood would not come for both until 1912.
In Part II, “Transformations: The First World War Era, 1917–1922,” Noel highlights the effects of World War I on the United States and the encouragement
of Mexican immigrant workers in the Southwest to assist in the war effort. She
explains the contracts that summoned Mexican immigrant workers and required
them to return after their contracts expired. Thus by 1921 white society’s antagonistic attitude toward these “temporary workers” provided negative incentive
for immigrants to remain. By classifying immigrants as temporary workers, they
became marginalized as a working class, but also as individuals. Noel argues
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that even the workers began considering themselves temporary workers, particularly because many came from the lower classes and lived in temporary or transient housing. Attitudes against temporary workers grew in the United States,
and when Mexican president Alvaro Obregón’s regime (1920–1924) encouraged
workers to return to Mexico—and with them, their skills and knowledge for the
Mexican state—workers felt both the push-and-pull factors to return home. In
Part III, “Immigrant Restriction Debates, 1926–1930,” Noel highlights the utilization of marginalization tactics on workers that developed out of the previous period, as a way to ensure that immigration would have little-to-no effect
on national identity. Part IV, “Repatriation, 1930–1935”—the shortest segment
by far—highlights the strong anti-immigrant attitudes that pervaded American
society during the Great Depression. In all Noel aptly explains the four themes
of exclusionism, assimilation, marginalization, and pluralism as a method to
control immigration’s effect on national identity during a time in which the
United States entered the world stage in the Spanish American War and World
War I.
Sandra Mathews
Lincoln, Nebraska

Burton Barr: Political Leadership and the Transformation of Arizona. By
Philip R. VanderMeer. Foreword by Alfredo Gutierrez. (Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 2014. xiv + 257 pp. 15 halftones, tables, notes, essay on sources,
index. $40.00 cloth, isbn 978-0-8165-3057-0.)
Ask who was the single most consequential politician of twentieth-century Arizona, and people might say Sen. Barry Goldwater, the driving force of conservatism; Sen. Carl Hayden, father of the Central Arizona Project; Sen. Ernest
McFarland, sponsor of the G.I. Bill and Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate; or
U.S. Rep. John Rhodes, Republican leader of the U.S. House. Arizona has not
lacked for giants.
But on a state level, a strong case can be made for Burton Barr, who served
twenty years as majority leader of the Arizona House of Representatives during
a time of enormous growth and change. That Barr, who left the House in 1986
and died in 1997, is nearly forgotten, except for his name on the Phoenix Central Library, is an indication of Arizona’s frantic population churn and political,
social, and economic reshaping. Philip R. VanderMeer, an associate professor
of history at Arizona State University, sets out to reclaim and understand Barr’s
reputation, success, and ultimate tragedy in Burton Barr: Political Leadership
and the Transformation of Arizona.
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VanderMeer is well-suited to the task. His Desert Visions and the Making of
Phoenix, 1860–2009 (2010) is the finest history we have of the nation’s sixth-most
populous city. This biography’s foundation is a series of interviews conducted with
many Arizona politicians and other leaders by the late Jack Pfister, who served fifteen years as general manager of the Salt River Project, and his colleague, Brent
Brown. Pfister’s intention was to write a history of Arizona politics but he died in
2009. The reader should know that Pfister and I were friends.
The biography traces Barr from his family’s Eastern European Jewish roots to
migration to the Pacific Northwest, Barr’s combat service in World War II, and
his move to Phoenix, where he became a successful salesman of fixtures to grocery stores, eventually establishing his own company. He ran as a Republican for
the House in 1964 and became majority leader two years later.
Barr personified the shift of the legislature from rural to urban control with
reapportionment following the Supreme Court’s “One Man, One Vote” ruling (1964). More than any other lawmaker, Barr can be credited with moving
through bills that modernized state government and addressed issues such as
education, transportation, health care, and the environment.
He frequently worked with Democrats, notably Sen. Alfredo Gutierrez, the
Democratic leader of the State Senate. Intelligent, witty, non-ideological, relentless, and an unapologetic dealmaker, Barr was also a mentor to countless lawmakers. Unfortunately, when Barr tried to run for governor in 1986, he was hobbled by
a poorly-run campaign. More significantly the state had become much more conservative. As a dealmaker interested in getting things done through compromise,
Barr made enemies in an increasingly rigid ideological party.
VanderMeer is not a stylist. His biography lacks sweep and verve. Instead, he
is tightly focused and cautious in his conclusions. Those minor qualms aside, he
has provided us with an invaluable contribution to Arizona and legislative history.
Jon Talton
Phoenix, Arizona

West Texas: A History of the Giant Side of the State. Edited by Paul H. Carlson
and Bruce A. Glasrud. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2014. xii + 308
pp. 20 halftones, maps, selected bibliography, contributors, index. $19.95 paper,
isbn 978-0-8061-4444-3.)
West Texas addresses a significant need in Texas historical literature and provides in one volume a set of original essays that address a wide range of the life,
history, peoples, and place that make up the “giant side” of the Lone Star State.
Given the richness and diversity of this region (or set of regions) of Texas, it is
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surprising that there is no general history of West Texas, and that it has taken so
long for a volume of essays like this to appear. Fortunately, Bruce Glasrud, Paul
Carlson, and the other contributors who have assembled here do an excellent
job of correcting this oversight.
For this volume, the editors define West Texas as the area west of a
shallow-arced line stretching south-southwest from Wichita Falls on the Red
River to Del Rio on the Rio Grande. The land encompassed is larger than many
states, and contains such geographic diversity that it is subdivided into four subregions. The scope of the book is far-reaching, addressing the geological and geographic history, as well as the peoples who have settled and lived in the region
from prehistoric times to the present. The book then addresses the political and
economic history of West Texas before moving to the region’s social and cultural history.
It is rare that an edited collection of essays exhibits a consistent theme. The
authors and editors of this volume share a vision of West Texas combining the
vastness of space that combines the arid plains with mountains and deserts to
create a beauty persistent throughout the region and quite unique from that of
East Texas and South Texas. Within this vast space a diverse people have created
a prosperous economy, built cities and educational systems, and rich cultural and
social institutions. Each aspect is addressed in one or more of this volume’s eighteen essays. Although readers will not find a single narrative history of the western
half of the state, they will achieve a much clearer understanding of this important
region, its history, and its people, and discover in the well-crafted essays a Texas
that extends far beyond the Alamo and San Jacinto, and one that is far removed
from the economics and politics of east and central Texas that dominate most
Texas histories. Carlson, Glasrud, and their team of contributors have crafted
a fine book that broadens our understanding of Texas history by extending its
boundaries. They have also challenged Texas historians to pay greater attention to
the western part of the state and provided them with a set of essays that open the
doors to a number of potential research topics that should stimulate more study
and writing on this vibrant and historically rich section of the state.
Cary D. Wintz
Texas Southern University

Creating the American West: Boundaries and Borderlands. By Derek R. Everett.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2014. xv + 302 pp. 12 halftones, 17 maps,
appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95 cloth, isbn 978-0-8061-4446-7.)
The now well-established turn to transnational history challenged the impor394
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tance of national borders in limiting historical studies. This change revitalized
the field of Borderlands history with global topics and settings. Derek R. Everett
provides a thoughtful and engaging corrective to the location for the contested
transnational spaces that the newer scholarship favors. He asserts that the internal organization of a nation may produce what he terms “intranational borderlands” (p. 221). Everett looks to the division of the lands of the United States
beyond the Mississippi River that became territories and states as examples of
this internalized boundary marking.
His chosen case studies demonstrate the local dynamics and national politics that ultimately resulted in the invisible state lines that travelers drive and fly
across today. Each line seems to have its own distinct story with shifting applications of either geography—often in the form of rivers or mountains—or of
geometry, in the form typically of latitudes and longitudes, to mark the proposed boundaries. How to carry out such demarcations started in the formative
years of the new United States, but took on new meaning in the aftermath of
the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. In this vast new region, state boundaries “introduced U.S. institutions into formerly foreign land for the first time and proved
essential in its transformation into distinctly American territory” (p. 45). Yet,
where to draw these new boundaries provided a series of problems and disputes. In the case of the western Arkansas boundary (see Chapter 3), Cherokees
and Choctaws with treaties and petitions manipulated the proposed dividing
line perhaps more expertly than the settlers and politicians in the new territory.
Farther west, after the U.S.-Mexico War added more land to the national holdings, the southwestward pivot below Lake Tahoe for the line between California and Nevada had surprising consequences for the interests of the Mormon
Church, mining magnates, and local communities.
At several points threats of secession or calls for the formation of a different
state within a proposed state demonstrated the disaffection of various groups.
These protests usually failed or we would now have, for example, the state of “San
Juan”, which was desired by mining interests in southern Colorado and some politicians in the town of Pueblo. These state-makers fancifully assumed that Hispanic residents artificially cut off from New Mexico would be supportive and
could even make the case to incorporate land from northern New Mexico (pp.
180–81).
Everett recognizes that “Following a century of line-drawing since the early
twentieth-century most Americans have accepted the existence of state boundaries with scarcely a thought” (p. 216). His book asks that we think again about how
these lines were drawn and sets the stage for additional studies to determine what
these boundaries do and do not create for peoples of the American West.
Clyde A. Milner II
Book Reviews
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Albuquerque, New Mexico

Three Decades of Engendering History: Selected Works on Antonia I. Castañeda.
Edited by Linda Heidenreich with Antonia I. Castañeda. Original Interviews
by Luz María Gordillo and a conclusion by Deena J. González. Number
9 in the Al Filo: Mexican American Studies Series (Denton: University
of North Texas Press, 2014. xiii + 452 pp. 14 halftones, map, permissions,
acknowledgements, bibliography, index. $39.95 cloth, isbn 978-1-57441-568-1.)
For many historians, including this reviewer, the works of Antonia I. Castañeda
that take center stage in Three Decades of Engendering History made the study of
Chicanas and Mexicanas not only feasible, but valid. Castañeda paved the road
for future historians of Chicanas and Mexicanas by providing a framework with
which to work from a historical perspective. Among the significant contributions
of Antonia Castañeda was how she weaved the history of Chicanas and Mexicanas from women, gender, race, class, and regional analytical angles, thereby
leaving a profound mark on the field. From California, to the Midwest, to Texas,
Chicanas and Mexicanas were historical actors, shaped their local communities,
and influenced national and transnational developments. The numerous articles
and chapters published by Castañeda that appear in this book, together with candid pláticas (conversations) with Castañeda, form the bulk of this fine collection.
Articles reprinted here such as “Sexual Violence in the Politics and Policies of
Conquest” had a remarkable impact on the field and continue to be frequently
cited. Castañeda revealed a hidden angle of women’s history in the greater history of conquest and colonization. Further, her work as a whole importantly highlighted that, although new scholarship on women in the American West had
broken with the usual male-centered historiography and had begun to acknowledge and promote a multicultural history of the region, Anglo and European
American women were the standard by which Spanish, Mexican and Mexican
American, Asian and Asian American, and indigenous women were to be measured. Castañeda rightly critiqued and challenged this assumption.
Her more recent scholarship centers on the little-known histories of women
and lullabies, “Lullabies and Canciones de Cuna.” Through thick description of
lullabies that women passed down from generation to generation, Castañeda
reminds us of the power of women’s oral traditions and historical memories
in encounters between varieties of cultures in multiple frontier and border
regions. In Californiana Dorotea Valdez’s words, despite “[having been] denied
the privilege of mixing in politics or in business,” because of her position as a
woman, and while “[her] education has been very limited,” she informed her
interviewer, “my memory is good” (p. 356). Through the use of recorded interviews like Valdez’s and oral lullabies, Castañeda recovers and repositions the
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lives and historical experiences of women.
Especially welcomed are the rich interviews conducted by Luz María Gordillo that serve as guideposts for the reader, and the honest assessment of the
future of the field from Deena González. This collection on Castañeda’s work is
a must-read for anyone examining the history of the greater U.S. West and its
Borderlands, women and gender, and the greater Americas. In brief, the collection is timely, instructive, and inspirational. It allows students to access the critical works of Castañeda in one book. The useful introduction provided by Linda
Heidenreich and the conversations between some of the key founders of Chicana history, including Emma Pérez, Deena González, and Antonia Castañeda,
remind us of the real struggles, collective action, and passion for the study of
long-ignored and historiographically absent communities that comprise the
study of Chicana and Mexicana history. Although the field continues to grow
and attract scholars from across the world, there is still much more to do. This
collection will inspire many to continue to do, in Gloria Anzaldúa’s words, the
“work that matters—que vale la pena.”
Sonia Hernández
Texas A&M University

Contingent Maps: Rethinking Western Women’s History and the North American
West. Edited by Susan E. Gray and Gayle Gullett. (Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 2014. x + 302 pp. 12 halftones, map, editors and contributors,
index. $40.00 paper, isbn 978-0-8165-2889-9.)
In Contingent Maps, Susan E. Gray and Gayle Gullett offer a collection that
enhances our understanding of race, gender, and place in the American West,
revealing how Western women’s history continues to be a vibrant—and vital—
field. Challenging the “despair” among practitioners about the state of the
field, Gray and Gullett advocate using place as a critical category of analysis.
Drawing upon the work of feminist geographers, they define place “as a way
of understanding” that is “created by an infinite variety of social relations” (p.
11). Focusing on how places are constantly evolving social constructions, they
encourage readers to “think of place as a verb, as something that is performed,
something that actively creates and maintains power relations” (p. 11). The ten
essays included in the volume—all published previously in Frontiers: A Journal
of Women’s Studies, which Gray and Gullett co-edited—illuminate how places
are always contingent; how diverse people negotiated and contested conquest,
colonialism, and the effects of modernity; and how local and global networks
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shape—and were informed by—place.
The chapters are divided into three thematic sections, each with a brief preface
placing the chapters in conversation with one another. “Identities and Place” contains four chapters that take the reader from the Native American women’s lodges
of the Pacific Northwest to Angel Island to the clubs and courtrooms of Los Angeles to show how Native women, Japanese immigrants, cross-dressing Hollywood
players, and World War II–era Pachucas crafted gendered and racialized identities, all while helping to “make” modern Western cities. The three essays that
comprise “Colonized Places” address how race, gender, and myth-making undergirded colonial power in the West. Nostalgia for an “imagined” West obscured
conquest, but also fed tourist fantasies. Contributions on Navajo weavers and
Native American domestic servants particularly illuminate how women found
creative ways to resist political and economic disenfranchisement, challenged the
stereotypes that fueled a burgeoning tourism industry, and asserted a measure of
agency over their lives and livelihoods. The final section, “Networks and Place,”
examines how modernity, industrial capitalism, and global migration facilitated
the creation of broad social networks that challenged political, economic, and
racial power. From the copper mines of Arizona to the garment industry of Los
Angeles to the late-twentieth century San Antonio art scene, the three chapters in
this section reveal that labor and community organizing moved fluidly between
local interests and global forces and concerns for justice, and relied upon the connections forged in historically transnational places.
The individual chapters are fascinating in their own right, and the collection
holds together surprisingly well, especially considering that these were originally stand-alone journal articles. This is accomplished through a strong introduction that clearly identifies the major themes in U.S. women’s and Western
history, and a detailed argument for the ways that place is a lens that offers new
insights. The collection’s ultimate strength rests in Gray’s and Gullett’s vision for
the utility of place as an analytical tool, and in their careful selection of essays
that thoughtfully incorporate this tool into their own work.
Monica Perales
University of Houston

The National Council on Indian Opportunity: Quiet Champion of SelfDetermination. By Thomas A. Britten. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2014. ix + 337 pp. 22 halftones, maps, charts, tables, notes, works
cited, index. $45.00 cloth, isbn 978-0-8263-5499-0.)
Thomas A. Britten’s latest book dramatically reintroduces historians, and the
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nation, to both the existence and importance of the short-lived National Council
on Indian Opportunity (NCIO). Britten argues convincingly that the NCIO
made significant contributions to Native American culture during its existence
between 1968 and 1974. These contributions included aiding Native and federal efforts toward Native American self-determination; access to federal aid
programs; assisting in Native acquisitions of grants, loans, and jobs; land restitution, betterment of reservation housing and economic development; the
provisioning of information through conferences and workshops; and, most
importantly, the end of the failed termination policies.
The NCIO had its beginnings on 6 March 1968 when Pres. Lyndon B. Johnson
issued Congress the first executive message that solely addressed Native American
affairs. That same day, the president issued Executive Order 11399 that established
the NCIO. The council consisted of seven cabinet secretaries, six hand-picked
Native American members, and the vice president of the United States. The council’s primary goals included coordinating agency cooperation for Native Americans to better access federal programs and services, and then appraising these
programs and suggesting improvements. However, Britten notes that as part of
LBJ’s “Great Society” efforts, the NCIO came “about five years too late” (p. 9).
Interest and optimism concerning such efforts had already waned as similar programs had failed and the war in Vietnam tainted government efforts elsewhere.
The NCIO faced further obstacles as it sought to fulfill its objectives. These
included an entrenched Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) bureaucracy that stringently resisted any efforts that infringed on its perceived control of Native
American affairs. Moreover, the original mandate of the council was to address
reservation-based problems. But the reality of a large non-reservation urban
population of Native Americans led quickly to a broader strategic effort. The
council also faced significant challenges when it came to funding and leadership
turnover. LBJ’s decision not to run in 1968 and the victory of Richard Nixon
created instability in council leadership. Despite these obstacles, Britten convincingly argues that the NCIO proved surprisingly effective. It brought Native
Americans into the national decision-making process concerning their own
goals and interests and how best to address the achievement of those goals.
Perhaps most importantly, Britten engages with the larger issues of colonialism.
Placed in the larger colonial context, the NCIO can be seen as an effort to “fix” the
inherent reservation problems of poverty, substance abuse, and violence, but to
do so from a distinctly Anglo perspective. The symptoms of colonialism were to
be cured, but the larger causes of land deprivation, and political, economic, and
social disenfranchisement and alienation were ignored. Britten also discusses the
possibility of the federal government “co-opting” Native American issues in order
to blunt more radical strategies for self-determination. The author correctly conBook Reviews
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cludes that LBJ and his administrator’s goals were not about “co-optation.” These
men were products of their time, which translated into providing greater opportunities for Native Americans. As such they perhaps hoped to cure the ills associated with being a Native American in these United States.
Jeff Means
University of Wyoming

Life among the Indians: First Fieldwork among the Sioux and Omahas. By
Alice C. Fletcher. Edited and with an introduction by Joanna C. Scherer and
Raymond J. DeMallie. Studies in the Anthropology of North American Indians
Series. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2013. xii + 418 pp. 13 halftones,
37 line drawings, map, musical examples, appendix, notes, bibliography, index.
$65.00 cloth, isbn 978-0-8032-4115-2.)
Meeting Omahas Suzette La Flesche and her brother Francis in 1879 when they
accompanied Ponca Chief Standing Bear to Boston fueled aspiring and pioneering ethnographer Alice Fletcher to begin her Native fieldwork. Especially
interested in Native women, in September 1881 Fletcher arrived at the Omaha
Reservation in Nebraska. Accompanied by La Flesche, her husband Thomas
Tibbles and a small tribal party, Fletcher headed north for the Spotted Tail
Agency, Dakota Territory. Fletcher stayed one week and upon receiving Hunkpapa Sitting Bull’s surprise invitation, she detoured east to Fort Randall military
post, where Sitting Bull was unjustly held under house arrest. Fletcher returned
to the Omaha Reservation in November 1881 and remained there for months
with La Flesche’s family, the household of Joseph La Flesche.
Five years later, in 1886, Fletcher commenced writing a lively, first-hand
account narrative of her time among Lakotas and Omahas. She relied closely on
her extensive field notes and diaries and believed that Charles Scribner’s Sons
was interested in publishing her story. She revised the manuscript in 1887 but for
unclear reasons neither Scribner’s nor any company published it. Fletcher wrote
Life among the Indians for a non-Native audience with the primary purpose to
challenge widespread Native stereotypes. Always the ethnographer, Fletcher
included rich Lakota and Omaha cultural details, and as an Indian reformer, she
rebuked Indian agency treatment of Natives. She divided Life among the Indians
into two halves: “Camping with the Sioux” (fourteen chapters); and “The Omahas at Home” (twelve chapters).
Fletcher presents only Lakota accounts in Part One, primarily from her week
at the Spotted Tail Agency, but she also adds an Elk dreamer performance and
Ghost Lodge ceremony she witnessed at the Pine Ridge Agency on a separate
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June 1882 trip. On the same trip Fletcher again visited Sitting Bull’s camp at Fort
Randall, where spiritual leaders shared parts of a White Buffalo Ceremony. Part
Two lacks the travel drama and ceremonies of the Lakota chapters, and Fletcher
instead emphasizes the domestic Omaha reservation life she witnessed among
one faction: the educated, pro-allotment La Flesche family.
Fletcher’s field notes and diaries from 1881–1882 are likely the more important scholarly resources, but Life among the Indians deserves attention because
it reveals her empathy, sense of humor, and self-deprecating qualities: virtues
which endeared her to Native people. And unlike her formal anthropological
writings, Fletcher took liberties to write as an attached observer, emphasizing
human interest stories important to her and her Native informants.
Life among the Indians also reflects her early anthropological maturation.
By 1886 and 1887 she was six years removed from her first fieldwork. She had
started to understand her own Eurocentric biases, and had embarked on her
life-long and incomplete journey to understand the wisdom of Native cultures.
The last three chapters address Fletcher and Omaha allotment, and these preface her primary failing, which was not about anthropology, but policy. Fletcher
ignored tribal allotment critics, who understood that federal Indian land policies were always about stealing tribal lands. Like many Fletcher thought she
knew better, and that was tragic indeed.
Dennis J. Smith
University of Nebraska, Omaha

American Carnage: Wounded Knee, 1890. By Jerome A. Greene, foreword by
Thomas Powers. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2014. xviii + 599 pp.
48 halftones, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $34.95 cloth, isbn
978-0-8061-4448-1.)
American Carnage provides the most thorough examination to date of the
Wounded Knee massacre and the month that preceded it. It falls between the
works of Jeffrey Ostler and Heather Cox Richardson, on the one hand, and Robert Utley, on the other hand, in assessing blame. Unlike the former, Greene seems
to accept that the U.S. Army’s deployment was inevitable given the dynamics of
representative but racially-delimited democracy. He follows Ostler in recognizing the peaceful intent of the Sioux Ghost Dance and the hunger that drove
Sioux unrest, and credits Nelson A. Miles for seeking a bloodless resolution.
Greene carefully traces the process of uncertainty, misperception, and miscommunication that culminated in what he variously labels a massacre, a mass killing, and a “deadly riot” by the soldiers, echoing to my mind the “police riots”
Book Reviews
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of the 1960s (p. 233). Greene generally follows military accounts, to the point
of reporting that several Sioux revealed hidden weapons after the first shot was
accidently fired in a scuffle with a deaf warrior, whereupon the army opened
fire. This fire quickly “ceased to be defensive,” evolving “into purposeful yet
indiscriminate killing” as “all personal constraint and self-possession fell away”
(p. 234). Although he maintains that the search for Sioux weapons was “carefully
controlled,” Greene appears sympathetic to Miles’s condemnation of Col. James
Forsyth’s conduct of the attempt to disarm the Sioux, and he follows Ostler in
condemning the army’s support for Forsyth (p. 225).
A chapter based on Sioux testimonies concludes that “discrepancies between
army and Indian accounts mainly concern the outbreak of the shooting”
(whether warriors were armed or revealed their arms), and quotes a Sioux
blaming the deaf warrior and an agitated medicine man for precipitating the
firing, but the soldiers “for wanton killing” (p. 287). Combined with “deadly
riot,” the latter term seems the most accurate depiction of what the soldiers did.
Thus, although the circumstances were different from the intentional massacres
at Bear River, Sand Creek, or the Marias River, the outcome was “practically
identical” (p. 379). Page 378 presents several apt conclusions: “Strategic failure
occurred…in misidentifying a need for troops;” and “No premeditated intent
seems to have existed.” Though the soldiers were not intoxicated, many were
untrained, and “the critical tactical failure lay in permitting the Indians to break
through the soldier cordon,” which led to chaos at close quarters, a loss of control by the officers (some of whom, I would say, do not seem to have tried very
hard), and the beginning of indiscriminate killing.
As one expects from Greene, the strength of American Carnage lies in meticulous detail, providing the widest range of primary source evidence, particularly
from personal papers. However, many readers may reject the implication that the
Sioux brought on the shooting. Ultimately, even his comprehensive detail ends
in uncertainty: “why it happened at all will probably remain unresolved”—a testament to the complexity of the tragedy (p. 380). No matter the true reason, the
result was “an unchecked and devastating slaughter of innocents” (p. 271).
Samuel Watson
United States Military Academy
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The Columbia Guide to American Indians of the Southwest. In the Columbia Guides to American Indian History and Culture Series by Trudy Griffin-Pierce. (New York: Columbia University Press, 2015. xii + 284 pp. Maps,
32 halftones, index, $25.00 paper, isbn 978-0-231-12791-2.)
The Lost World of the Old Ones: Discoveries in the Ancient Southwest. By David
Roberts. (New York: W. W. Norton and Company, Inc., 2015. 337 pp. 14 color
plates, 45 halftones, acknowledgements, bibliography, index, $27.95 cloth,
isbn 978-0-393-24162-4.)
All the Wild That Remains: Edward Abbey, Wallace Stegner, and the American
West. By David Gessner. (New York: W. W. Norton and Company, Inc., 2015.
354 pp. 21 halftones, acknowledgements, notes on sources, image credits,
index, $26.95 cloth, isbn 978-0-393-08999-8.)
Out Where the West Begins: Profiles, Visions and Strategies of Early Western Business Leaders. By Philip F. Anschutz, with William J. Convoy and Thomas J.
Noel. (Denver, Colo.: Cloud Camp Press, 2015. 392 pp. Index, $34.95 cloth,
isbn 978-0-9905502-0-4.)
Punishment in Paradise: Race, Slavery, Human Rights, and a Nineteenth-Century
Brazilian Penal Colony. By Peter M. Beattie. (Durham, N.C.: Duke University Press, 2015. xiv + 337 pp. Halftones, maps, appendix, notes, bibliography,
index, $26.95 paper, isbn 978-0-8223-5830-5.)
Night at the Fiestas: Stories. By Kristin Valdez Quade. (New York: W. W. Norton and Company, Inc., 2015. 279 pp. $25.95 cloth, isbn 978-0-393-24298-0.)

Author / Title

403

404

New Mexico Historical Review / Volume 90, Number 3, Summer 2015

News Notes

•

Archives, Exhibits, and Historic (Web) Sites
The National Hispanic Cultural Center presents “Quinceañera: Our Story,
Our Future.” This exhibit reflects the diversity of Hispanic/Chicano/Latino art
and culture and includes community narratives, and a participatory gallery.
The opening reception is on 13 September 2015. The National Hispanic Cultural Center is located at 1701 4th Street SW in Albuquerque. For more information, call 505–246–2261 or visit the website: www.nationalhispaniccenter.
org/index.php.
The Georgia O’Keeffe Museum presents “Georgia O’Keeffe: Line, Color,
Composition.” This exhibit offers fresh insight into the importance of O’Keefe’s
disciplined drawing practice, dramatic color palette, and innovative sense
for composition through paintings and drawings that span her career. This
exhibit will run through 13 September 2015. They are also presenting “From
New York to New Mexico: Masterworks of American Modernism from the
Vilcek Foundation Collection.” This exhibit explores the emergence of America’s first truly homegrown, avant-garde art movement. The show reveals how
America’s vanguard artists created a vibrant new language of abstract art with
a distinct national character. This exhibit will run through 10 January 2016.
The Georgia O’Keeffe Museum is located at 217 Johnson Street in Santa Fe.
For more information, call 515–946–1000 or visit the website: www.okeeffemuseum.org.
The Harwood Museum of Art presents “An Enduring Appeal: The Taos
Society of Artists.” This exhibit features paintings, prints, and drawings by
News Notes
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members of the Taos Society of Artists, including Joseph H. Sharp, Bert Geer
Phillips, Ernest L. Blumenschein, E. Irving Couse, Oscar E. Berninghaus, W.
Herbert “Buck” Dunton, Kenneth Adams, Victor Higgins, E. Martin Hennings,
and Walter Ufer. This exhibit will run through 7 September 2015. The Harwood
Museum of Art is located at 238 Ledoux Street in Taos. For more information,
call 575–758–9826 or visit the website: www.harwoodmuseum.org.
The Wheelwright Museum presents “Connoisseurship and Good Pie: Ted Coe
and Collecting Native American Art.” This exhibit explores Coe’s vast collection
of tribal art and his contribution to the understanding and promotion of Native
American art. This exhibit will run through 17 April 2016. Also, the museum’s
Center for the Study of Southwestern Jewelry is opening a new exhibit gallery
devoted permanently to silversmithing and other forms of metalwork, lapidary,
and historic and contemporary jewelry. The Wheelwright Museum is located at
704 Camino Lejo in Santa Fe. For more information, call 515–982–4636 or visit
the website: wheelwright.org.
Calendar of Events
1–2 August El Rancho de las Golondrinas will hold its Summer Festival and
Wild West Adventure. For more information, call 505–471–2261 or visit the
website: www.golondrinas.org/Calendar_of_Events/index.html.
10–13 September The Anza Society will hold its annual conference at the El
Pueblo Museum in Pueblo, Colorado. For more information visit the website:
www.anzasociety.org/Meeting.html.
23–26 September The Santa Fe Trail Association will hold its Fur Trade Symposium at Bent’s Old Fort in La Junta, Colorado. For More information visit the
website: www.2015fts.org/index.html.
3–4 October El Rancho de las Golondrinas will hold its Harvest Festival. For
more information, call 505–471–2261 or visit the website: www.golondrinas.org/
Calendar_of_Events/index.html.
21–24 October The Western History Association will hold its fifty-fifth
annual conference at the Hilton Portland and Executive Tower in Portland,
Oregon. For more information, visit the website: www.westernhistoryassociation.wildapricot.org.
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4–8 November The American Society for Ethnohistory will hold its annual
conference at the Tropicana Las Vegas Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada.
For more information visit the website: www.ethnohistory.org.
6–9 November The American Studies Association will hold its annual meeting at the Sheraton Centre in Toronto, Canada. For more information, visit the
website: www.theasa.net/annual_meeting.
3–6 November The National Trust for Historic Preservation will hold its annual
conference in Washington, D.C. For more information, visit the website: www.
preservationnation.org/resources/training/npc.
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55th Annual Conference of the WHA
Join us for the 55th Annual Conference of the WHA
Hilton Portland & Executive Tower
Portland, Oregon
October 21-24, 2015

Conference registration will open on July 1, 2015. We encourage members to
register online. The cutoff date for the pre-registration rate is September 30, 2015.
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University of North Texas Press
Six-Shooters and Shifting Sands

The Wild West Life of Texas Ranger Captain Frank Jones
BoB AlexAnder

Texas Ranger Captain Frank Jones (1856-1893) died on
the Texas-Mexico border in a shootout with Mexican
rustlers. Alexander has penned the first full-length
biography of this important nineteenth-century Texas
Ranger. Hardcover $34.95.

The Notorious Luke Short
Sporting Man of the Wild West
Jack DeMattos

anD

chuck Parsons

Luke Short perfected his skills as a gambler in locations
that included Leadville, Tombstone, Dodge City, and
Fort Worth. During his lifetime, Luke Short became
one of the best known sporting men in the United
States, and one of the wealthiest. Hardcover $29.95.

Making JFK Matter

Popular Memory and the 35th President
P Au l H . S A n tA C ru z

Santa Cruz examines how popular memory of John F.
Kennedy has been used politically by various interest
groups as well as how the memory of Kennedy has
been portrayed in various museums.Hardcover $29.95.

Death on Base

The Fort Hood Massacre
A n i tA B e l l e S P o r t e r f i e l d

A n d j o H n P o rt e r f i e l d

When Army psychiatrist Nidal Hasan opened fire on
soldiers at Fort Hood, he perpetrated the worst mass
shooting on a U.S. military base in our country’s
history. An in-depth look at the events surrounding
the tragic mass murder that took place on November
5, 2009. Hardcover $29.95.

Orders: call 1-800-826-8911 or visit untpress.unt.edu
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AS FAR AS THE EYE COULD REACH

Accounts of Animals along the Santa Fe Trail, 1821–1880
By Phyllis S. Morgan
$19.95 PAPERBACK · 240 PAGES · 13 B&W ILLUS.

Travelers and traders taking the Santa Fe Trail’s routes from Missouri
to New Mexico wrote vivid eyewitness accounts of the diverse and
abundant wildlife encountered as they crossed arid plains, high desert, and rugged mountains. Most astonishing to these observers were
the incredible numbers of animals, many they had not seen before—
buffalo, antelope (pronghorn), prairie dogs, roadrunners, mustangs,
grizzlies, and others. They also wrote about the domesticated animals
they brought with them, including oxen, mules, horses, and dogs.
Their letters, diaries, and memoirs open a window onto an animal
world on the plains seen by few people other than the Plains Indians
who had lived there for thousands of years.
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CultureAmerica

Erika Doss and Philip J. Deloria, series editors

West of Harlem

African American Writers and the Borderlands
Emily Lutenski
“Emily Lutenski explores an American
West which is more racially complex and
culturally vibrant than previous scholarship
has led us to believe. Her book is an
important contribution to western American
literature and African American studies.”
—Blake Allmendinger, author of
Imagining the African American West
“A powerful, delightfully engaging book
that will deepen our understanding of the
Harlem Renaissance and its important
connections to the American West and
Southwest.”—Verner D. Mitchell, author
of Literary Sisters: Dorothy West and Her
Circle, A Biography of the Harlem Renaissance
344 pages, 28 photos, Cloth $37.50

From Greenwich Village to Taos
Primitivism and Place at Mabel
Dodge Luhan’s
Flannery Burke
“A thoroughly researched, well-written account of
Dodge’s transition to Taos from her Greenwich
Village apartment . . . . A fascinating study of
Mabel Dodge Lugan and her cohorts’ search for
an artistic oasis and an authentic ‘primitivism.’”
—American Historical Review
Winner of the Ralph Emerson Twitchell Award
260 pages, 23 photos, Cloth $34.95

University Press of Kansas
Phone 785-864-4155 • Fax 785-864-4586 • www.kansaspress.ku.edu

4

New Mexico Historical Review / Volume 90, Number 3, Summer 2015

Colonial Latin American
Historical Review (CLAHR)

Featuring the COLONIAL ERA
IN LUSO-HISPANO AMERICA

MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSIONS INVITED

Original documented essays, max. 25-35 pp. + footnotes.
Send 3 hard copies or e-mail a Microsoft Word file in
English or Spanish

Subscription Form:
Name:
Address:
Telephone

_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Individual $40
Institution $50
Student $35
Single Issue $14
(Add $5.00 for areas outside of the United States, Mexico, and Canada)
Check or money order payable to: Colonial Latin American Historical Review
VISA
MasterCard Acct.# __________________________ Exp. Date ________
Cardholder's Name and Signature __________________________________________
Billing Address_____________________________________________
Please send this form with the appropriate payment to Dr. Joseph P. Sánchez, Editor:
Mailing Address:
Spanish Colonial Research Center, NPS
MSC05 3020
1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque NM 87131-0001 USA

Location/Ship to:
Spanish Colonial Research Center, NPS
Zimmerman Library
1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque NM 87131-0001 USA

Telephone (505)277-1370 / Fax (505)277-4603
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$39.95 cloth
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A Photographic
History
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The distinguished American Indian photographer Lee
Marmon has documented over sixty years of Laguna
history: its people, customs, and cultural changes. Here
more than one hundred of Marmon’s photos showcase
his talents while highlighting the cohesive, adaptive, and
independent character of the Laguna people.
Along with Marmon’s own oral history of the tribe and
his family photos dating back to 1872, Tom
Corbett presents archival images and historical research, making this the most
complete published history of any
southwestern pueblo.
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